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Dear C,

I don’t know what you’'ve heard about Brussels, but it’s bad. By my count, over half
of the Communauté is dead. Worse, a few are missing. I don’t know if they escaped and
are in hiding or they were captured. Either way, they could be anywhere by now.

That’s what we lost. In return, we are in possession of some documents stolen from
the deaders who have their fingers on the EU and NATO.

It’s quite a story, how we got them.

Remember RM? The guy from Tanzania, who you said he had a cute arse? Well,
after much discussion, the Communauté picked out a bloodsucker for him to approach.
We’d been watching the seven NATO insiders that we knew about for months, and we
thought we had a pretty good idea which were the leaders and which were the followers.
While we were watching, an eighth showed up who seemed to be kind of a junior mem-
ber. She wasn't as slick about hiding her nature, but she never killed her victims.
Several times we even saw her cry after feeding, so we pegged her as a weak link.

RM approached her and used a trick we’ve been calling “enquéte.” He first asked
her, “How much do you remember?” and it had a visible effect on her. He waited a few
nights, then tried, “When was the last time you saw a sunrise?” Instead of startling her,
this time she seemed to be saddened. Then it was, “Were you ever in love?” Normal
people watching might have thought our man was flirting.

He approached her five times in two months. At the end, she was actively seeking
him out. We were very careful, keeping her under surveillance as much as possible. To
the best of our knowledge she kept her encounters secret.

When he allowed himself to be found, several of us were around and ready to act if
things went wrong. They didn’t.

She wanted to know who he was, how he could make her feel alive again. He refused
to tell her, but did use his skill on her again, at her request.

Apparently she found the sensation so addictive that she offered to pay him to help
her remember her past. He negotiated for information, instead. She refused at first.
Eventually, she came around.

That’s when she started spying on her kind for us. We amassed a huge file, most of
which was garbage — literally and figuratively. She took papers that the others threw
away and brought them to us in exchange for a fix. Perhaps fifty pages out of a thousand
had anything of remote value that we could decipher. The most promising were kept in
the so-called “Document Clé,” which was all I had time to grab when our final location was
overrun. It includes photographs of the other seven vampires we know of here.

I don’t know how we were compromised. Perhaps RM screwed up — he was a student
after all, not a government agent. Or perhaps our mole was discovered by her own kind. In
any event, everything in the Document Clé could be lies planted to entrap us, so be careful.

RM and the mole are both dead, but I think we forced the creatures to play their
hand. They tried to capture her for questioning, and one of us managed to kill her be-
fore they could. The Communauté is gone, for all practical purposes — our safe houses
burned to the ground and our survivors scattered. I am leaving Europe permanently,
hoping to find safety elsewhere.

One comforting thought: I do not believe the Document Clé was compromised. They
do not know we have this information, unless our insider told them so beforehand.
Given their eagerness to interrogate her, I don’t think they reached her in time. You
have the honor of receiving the first copy made. The originals remain in my possession,
for now. I intend to pass them along to someone better protected and better able to use
them — I know RM was particularly excited about this “Lamp of Constantine” business.
He was a Christian, and always had some notion that the deaders could be “saved.”
Anyway, wish me luck.

—D




These pictures were taken on surveillance and shown to our contact far '
identification. i

REYNARD: Last name unknown, home
unknown. He’s the chief, we believe; the other
creatures defer to him. He has been witnessed
to be capable of some kind of power of sugges-
tion over living people. Rarely seen with fewer
than two bodyguards, one of whom appears to
be a blood slave.

EMILY VARETTA: “Special Consultant” to
the EU. Cover story is that she’s an economist.
Home is a rented house outside the city with
very little ground cover — difficult to ap-
proach. Has two guards who accompany her at
all times. Capabilities unknown.

LOUIS PIQUET: A French attaché to NATO
and the highest placed creature in that organi-
zation. A decorated combat veteran, he
occupies a penthouse in downtown Brussels.
When three Irish hunters tried to take him
down at long range, he killed them all. Defi-
nitely possesses superior strength and speed.
Should be considered armed at all times.



EDGAR NOBSTULLING: A reporter
who’s done think-pieces on the Buro-
pean Union and NATO for Newsweek
and The Economist. He lives surpris-
ingly well for someone on a journalist’s
salary. He owns condominiums in Brus-
sels and London, as well as a chateau in
the French countryside. He frequently
acts as host to Sloane and our mole.
Well known on the Brussels club circuit.

GODFREY: Last name unknown,
lair unknown. Our contact didn’t
know much about Godfrey except
rumors that his job at the EU was a
cover for intelligence work. Nothing is
known about his capabilities.

JANA RYDELEK: An aide to the
German NATO officer Fritz Geier — an
officer who is actually her blood ser-
vant, we believe. Residence is unknown.
Seems capable of moving unseen; has
been reported to simply disappear, to
normal sight, anyway.

STAN SLOANE: The night clerk for one
of NATO’s American offices. Despite his
lowly position, he seems to be on friendly
terms with many of the high-level Ameri-
can staff. He has a small house outside
the city, as well as a “wife” and three
“children.” The wife is a slave, as is their
housekeeper. The three children seem
normal, except that all have been treated
for anemia within the past year. Known

to possess amazing strength.
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Wik absther expedition and 1 don't want any competition,
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obvious anachronism indicating that the line was
added later, Probably around AD 650. This out-of-
Place phrase reinforces doubts about

@ scene feel t
the story, but the tone and word
edly different.
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In this execrably written Parable, Empero

Constantine received a piece of the sun from God as

sion to Christianity. The tale
includes ga Phantasmagoric illustration of
Constantine, Wreathed in flames, seeing the truth
and hearing the word of God from Heaven. Accord-
ing to the story, Constantine kept this gift in a lamp
marked with the letters “Chi” and “Rho,” and that




GODFREY—

{F { HRD A 6OLD SOVEREIGN FOR EVERY THTE I'VE HERRD A REPCRT THRT RASPUTH
\AS FINALLY DESTROYED, ‘D BE ABLE TO MELT THEM DOLWN AND FORGE ARMER. {HAVE
BEEN TOLD THAT HE WAS LOST TO THE SUR, CONSUMED N FIRES SET BY R FERVENT
CHURCHMAR, TORN TO PIECES BY WOLVES RAND SUCKED DRY BY AR AMBITIOUS
YOUNGSTER. YET PERICDICALLY | SEE HIM SKULKING AROUND KIEV, MUTTERING RBOUT
THE GLD DRAGONS. OR WORSE YET, { BOA'T SEE HIM BUT | GENSE HiS PRESENCE — OR
{ GEEM TC. HE LUAS HARD ENCUGH TO KiLL WHEN HE LIRS ALNVE, 1'LL NEED MORE THAN
RUMORS TO BELIEVE HIM PERMANENTLY GONE.

[ 10as [tening When the bubbler began to prophesy and transeribed his revinge. Lonfbrtunately, he wis
Siphted and ehased forth before the inserpretution began. Nonetheless, here i the *glidanee " by which
Te/ Aviv 00 be governed 1or the nekg iy monehs.

écoutait son charabia et, quand il commenga & prophétiser, retranscrivit
ges délires. Malheureusement, il fut repéré et chassé avant qu'on ne
commence 'interprétation. Néanmoins, ce sont les ‘directives’ qui
gouverneront Tel Aviv pendant les six prochains mois.

Handling distracting summons requires dance talk. Daughters, hostility,
limitless seeds rise. A wand over forty... a scoundrel. That selfsame better
sun quits girl’s prison for love suffer second(s?) pins. What is bred in
bone is the bondsman’s key. Shining mercy jade blood of ivy crawling. Of
his fall, a song is made. Announce with ceremony the understood sailor’s
virtue. In the meantime, fatal vision time means radio contact pleasure.
Rock, stink, fly over all and under the dead, swimming moon. The mis-
gion, save the world lest its damnation be meaningless. Two stars yield
monsters. You'll have nothing to drink but water, wine and milk.
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Leaf Pankowski had tried to prepare herself for the
reunion. So, in his own way, had Dr. Carleton Van Wyk.

“Hello, Doctor,” she said. She thought he'd like it, find it
respectful. Now, looking at him, it didn't seem like enough.
“I'm glad you could come so quickly.”

He nodded with a thin smile and said, “Your proposal was
very interesting.” His voice was cordial. Any curious passerby
would not have guessed at the pair’s bitter history.

There wasaquiet moment when theyjust looked ateach other.

“You seem well,” Van Wyk said at last.

“You too,” Leaf replied. Neither of them meant it.

When he had last seen Leaf, her chestnut hair hung down
to the middle of her back, so thick it was almost bushy. She'd had
clear eyes, a robust, rosy complexion and a calm, slightly compla-
cent demeanor. Since that time, she'd lost almost forty pounds.
The loss wasn't flattering. Her skin seemed to hang loosely. Its
color was waxy and sallow. She'd cut her hairshort, and it seemed
lifeless and dull. To his professional eye, she looked as if she'd had
a terrible illness — or as if she might still be sick.

The change in Van Wyk was more subtle, but perhaps
more extreme, To Leaf, at least, the difference seemed drastic
as she struggled to define in her mind what she felt in her gut.
When they'd first met, she thought he was a good-looking man,
in his cold, remote way. Not her type, certainly — she didn’t
fancy small, refined men with flawless hands and elegant, silver
hair. But she could see how others might find a man like Van
Wyk — well spoken, erudite, wealthy — very attractive.

He still had the same hair and hands. The change lay entirely in
his carriage and artitude. Before, he had possessed a self-confidence
unique to those at the height of society. A rich, white, male doctor,
Van Wyk subconsciously played the role of “Lord of the Manor.”

Now, that compelling confidence seemed shattered. An
aftermath of confusion, helplessnessand disgrace was written in his
eyes, in the hunch of his shoulders and in a newly humble posture.

“Itseems like years since I've been in Chicago,” he said at last.

There was another pause. When Leaf spoke, her voice was
hesitant and touched with shame. “I guess you had good reason to
leave. I'm. .. I'm really sorry about what happened on the list. [ really
shouldn’thave. .. well. .. Ishould have treated you better. L apologize.”

He drew a breath, and for a moment a shade of his old
grandeur passed over his face. “Think nothing of it,” he said.

After a pause, he spoke again with a smile. “It's not the

worst thing that’s happened.”
* * *

PROLOGUE: SALYATION

Once the apology was spoken and accepted, a barrier
between themseemed tofall. Perhapsboth secretly wanted toget
along and went out of their way to be agreeable and congenial.
Both had gone through some very lonely months, and each was
pleasantlysurprised by the other’s company. Theyordered apizza,
and the doctor bought a bottle of wine. Carleton showed Leaf his
stamp collection — a hobby in his previous life. He now found
valuable stamps to be an excellent second currency.

“A large portion of my funds has been put into these,” he said,
holding a magnifying glass over aparticularly fine misprint. “They're
portable, they retain their value, and commerce in rare stamps is
practically unregulated. Besides, philatelists are everywhere.”

“I never would have thought of that,” Leaf said.

“Letus hope that most unliving are similarly preoccupied.”

That was as close as they came to discussing their calling.
Similarly, Van Wyk deduced that Leaf’s husband, Oaken, was
no longer living with her. He knew from hunter-net that Oaken
had not been killed, but he did not ask the cause of the breakup.

Leaf appreciated Van Wyk's discretion. The split had
been agonizing, not least because neither Leaf nor Oaken
could explain the cause o friends, colleagues or relatives. The
reason for the divorce had to remain asecret between husband
and wife. Oaken still hadn't signed the papers.

Van Wyk initially demurred when Leaf asked him to
spend the night. “I wouldn't dream of imposing,” he said.

“It’s no imposition: The futon folds out. If's quite comfortable.
Or are you worried about the impropriety?” She grinned as she
asked, amused by the thought that a man who had staked rots and
experimented on wisps would be intimidated by popular opinion.

“I simply don't want to impose on your privacy.”

“I've had too much privacy lately,” she said, then regretted
saying it. “Besides,” she added, blushing, “It’s safer. Both of us
have enemies. Plus, you could save some money by staying here.”

“Money is not really an issue.”

“I know, but why should you sell off some of your old Pro
Juvenates when you don’t have to?"

“It’s ‘Pro Juventute.’ Still, your point is well taken. My
stock income could be frozen at any moment, and my expenses
remain steady... if you're sure it’s no imposition?”

She assured him it wasn't. After another flurry of polite
exchanges, the matter was settled.

Only then, after dinner and discussion and agreement,

did they get to the topic of their planned experiment.
* * %
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HUNTERBOOK:REDEEMER

Leaf and Van Wyk approached life from opposite directions.
She was intuitive, abstract, mystical and emotional. He was de-
tached, logical, methodical and reasonable. She valued people and
emotions. He valued progressand information. She wasa Democrat,
leaning toward the Green Party. He was a die-hard Republican.

They shared a bond of knowledge, however. Both of them
knew that there were gray zones between life and death, zones
inhabited by nightmares. Both believed that it was to everyone’s
benefit for that in-between place to be cleansed — a benefit, in
their view, even to the suffering inhabitants of that limbo.

Both of them had forced creatures into the realm of death.
Both hoped it was possible to return some to the realm of life.

It was that hope that had led Leaf to place a delicately
worded ad in the newspaper, promising the possibility of life to
the dead who still walked. Several responded. She was lucky
that they sought escape from their existence, rather than to do
harm to someone who might perceive them for what they were.
Perhaps some of them had meant to do harm, but by making
arrangements to meet and then observing potential subjects
before playing her hand, she'd managed to avoid being killed.

Herfirstattempts were failures: The creatures wound up as
cold corpses, despite their willingness to participate. This result
would have frustrated her completely, but for one thing. Many
creatures turned to what seemed like ash after her efforts. But
some she tried to cleanse left corpses behind. Was it possible
that these latter creatures died as humans and not asthings? And
if that was so, was it possible for medical science to save them!

Atfirst, she had trusted in her own will and in the Living
Power that had bestowed inexplicable gifts upon her. Eventu-
ally, when answers still eluded her and her pride waned, she
sought out the advice of a medical doctor.

She knew only one who could understand.
* *

*

The vampire was an ugly specimen, with paper-pale skin and
prominent fangs. The “whites” of ifs eyes were the gray of slush, and it
stank like stagnant water. Its crowning glory was a great dry gash across
the topofitshead. Leathad metitcautiously the previousevening. She'd
hoped that she would be lessrepulsed seeing the creature asecond time,
butshe couldn'tkeephereyesfrom wandering back toitsgapingwound.

It said its name was Cliff Krumlauf, and that it had been
dead for less than a week. When it began to speak, Van Wyk
paused in his work, bur only long enough tostart a tape recorder.

“I'd just dropped my kid off at his martial arts school. I was
gonna go back home and catch the last half of the game when they
jumped me. [ didn't even see 'em coming. One minute I'm headed
toward my car, the next I'm in the back of a van and there's these
things clawing at my clothes and biting me. And then... I dunno.
Itwaslike [ wasupabove itall?Like one of those out-of-body things
you hearabout?] mean, I could see the insides of thisfilthy van, and
maybe four of these animals going at me like it was Thanksgiving.
Weird thing is, it didn't affect me, just watching like that.

“Once, when I was a kid, | nearly drowned. Right as I hit
the bottom of the pool, | had this feeling like it just didn’t
matter. Or when I got my wisdom teeth out, they gave me drugs
and [ didn't really care what happened to me. It was like that.”

For this study, Van Wyk had amassed a curious collection of
paraphernalia, some medical, some not. He had a heart monitor
and a set of four-point leather restraints. He had a sturdy gurney
and cardiac-arrest kit, along with a wooden stake and what he'd
been told was holy water. He had a blood-pressure cuff, ampoules
of adrenaline, anticoagulants, a thermometer and a stethoscope.
He also had a loaded 12-gauge shotgun.

“I watched 'em going at me,’ Cliff continued, “and then every-
thingwent black. Iwoke up inabox. A coffin, | guess. I started freaking
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out, screaming. . .. | started clawing at the wood. When I cracked
through, all this loose dirt fell in on me. That scared me even worse. [
couldn'tbreathe, burwhen thedirtgotinmynoseand mouth, Irealized
[ didn’t have to, that 1 was only breathing to scream.”

Leaf had a .45 pistol in her hand with the safety off and a
bulletin the chamber. Its laser sight was aimed at Cliff's chest, but
as he spoke the red spot wavered and finally disappeared as Leaf
lowered the gun and let her finger off the trigger. Maybe it was
because of the compassion she felt. Maybe it was because her arms
were tired. Maybe it was because Van Wyk had completed his
initial examination and was strapping the vampire to the gurney.

“May |l interrupt to ask youafew questions?” the doctor asked.

“Yeah, sure.”

“T've noticed large, livid bruises on your back, buttocks,
heels and the base of your skull... all the lowest parts of the
body. When you rest during the day, do you rest face up?”

“Yeah,”

“Dovyoufeel anything in particular in those areas when yourise?”

“Uh... not really.”

“Do you dream?” Leaf asked.

“Not that I remember. But I never remembered my
dreams when [ was... uh, you know... before.”

Van Wyk applied his stethoscope, shook his head and
began inflating the blood-pressure cuff.

“Please go on with your story,” Leaf said.

“Uh...okay.So, [ dugmyselfoutof thisgrave, andthe otherswere
waiting for me. They'd gotten. ... somebody. I'm not even sure who it
was, that's how messed up I was. [ just. ... [ ate him. Her. 'm not sure.
[ remember biting right through this person’s throat, going for the
jugular. Blood squirted right in my eye. | remember because ] wasn't
disgusted. I was disappointed because now that blood was going to
waste. Do you understand? [ wasn't grossed our. | was hungry for it.”

AsVan Wyk wrote, “Noheartbear, burblood pressure 140/90!”
in his notes, Cliff continued. “Then they hit me on the head with a
shovel. Said it was so I'd never forget what I was, that I wasn't alive
anymore, so mightas well forget about mywife and kidsand ‘all thar
shit.’ That's how they described my whole life: ‘All that shit.’ They
cut themselves, bledintoacupand gave it tome. I..... [ couldn’t resist
it. I was still so hungry. ... They told me my new name was Kicker,
and that's what they called me the whole time I was with them.”

“What were their names?” Leaf encouraged.

“There was Rampage, he was the other guy. There was Bait.
She could pass for human. They grabbed her 'cause she was good
looking. The leader called herselfKali. Doesn’t really matter. I'm
pretty sure they're all dead. You wanna know the funny thing?”

Van Wyk hooked up the heart monitor, which started
making a steady drone as a flat line crawled across its screen.

“I miss 'em. I was with them less than a week and I feel like
[ lost my oldest friends, all at once.”

“Do you remember any of them hypnotizing you, or
staring into your eyes!”' Van Wyk asked.

“Nah. I... maybe it was just because [ was so scared, and they
seemed tohave some answers, you know! Like the whole world had
suddenly turned upside down, and they were the only ones there
to catch me... even though they're the ones who did it to me.”

Van Wyk frowned for a moment, then rightened the
leather restraints.

“What happened?’ Leaf asked.

“Well, Kali told me that there’sa war or something going on.
Thatbad as they might seem, there were these other. .. vampires.
She had aname for 'em but I can’t remember. She said there were
these people making us into slaves, that only a few were strong




enough toresist, and that now [ was one of them. She told me how
lucky [ was to be free.” His voice took a bitter tone.

“Anyhow, I guess these slaves or whatever found us. We were
hiding in this basement in downtown Aurora, in some old carpet
store. Early in the morning, these cops showed up. I woke up when
they found Rampage. He just started screaming and tearing at 'em.
There were four of them, and they opened up on him. The rest of us
tried tosave him, butall we did waskill the cops. Kalistarted swearing
when she saw they had wooden stakes. It was the middle of the day,
and [ just knew that [ was terrified to go outside. I felt exhausted. Kali
called the owner of the store to her somehow. It was like he wasa
robot. He rolled each of us into carpets and got us out of there before
more cops showed. That night, we killed the owner.”

Van Wyk pointed a penlight into Cliff's eyes and noted
that his pupils remained dilated.

“] think someone followed us, or found out where we were
somehow. We were in the middle of killing the carpet guy when
suddenlyKali looksup and shouts, ‘Get out of the van!" So Baitand
me jumped out the back door, with Kali right behind us. I'd barely
got outside before the van caught fire. That scared me, and then I
saw this woman with a rifle. She’d been watching the van, I guess,
and when Kali came out she opened fire. Kali came out last, but the
woman was waiting for her, like me and Bait just didn’t matter.

“I kind of lost my head and charged her, with Baitright beside
me. Out of the comer of my eye, l saw thisblack thing. . . justablur,
like when a black car shoots past on a highway and you're standing
still. It latched onto Bairand dragged her to the ground. [ heard Kali
screaming as I got to the woman with the rifle and then. ... shir...”

Cliff was silent for a moment, chewing at his lower lip.

“What happened?” Leaf asked.

“She just looked at me, and her eyes. .. it was like looking all
the waydown to hell. [t was like when I wasdead, onlya thousand
times worse. 'venever, ever been thatscared in mylife. . . orafter,
I guess. I ran. I left Bait and Kali, pried up a manhole cover and
hid in the sewers. ['ve been hiding ever since. I stole the paper to
try to find our if they were looking for me.”

Van Wyk noted that the bruises vanished as the vampire's
blood seemed to become animate within him. He coated Cliff’s
chest with saline paste and started to warm up the shock
paddles. He inserted an IV needle. The patient barely noticed.

“Why did you answer my ad?” Leaf asked.

Cliff shrugged. “Look at me. [ had a wife, three kids. ...
[ tried to go back and....” His ugly face twisted, becoming
monstrous in its sorrow. “Maybe your ‘procedure’ will finish
me off. So what! I'm just a menster now. I'd never even seen
an animal die before, and now I've... I've killed someone... |
don’t want to be this. Do you understand?”

“Yes. I understand.” It was Van Wyk who spoke. He
looked at Leaf and said, “I'm ready when you are.”

Leaf walked to one end of the gumey and gently cradled
Cliff's head in her hands. “It's going to be okay,” she assured.
Then she kissed him.

Hisentire body convulsed, every muscle straining fora moment.
The restraints began to creak as he rocked back and forth. Tears of
blood welled from his squeezed-shut eyes, and pooled in his ears.

Leaf raised her head, breathing deeply.

“It... it hurts,” Cliff gasped, his breath a rattle through
dry lungs and a desiccated throat.

“It’s for the best,” she assured.

“Please... stop...."” But she was on him even harder, and
this time his thrashing was joined by screams, muffled by her
mouth as it locked on his. Van Wyk watched, stone still, a
syringe in one hand, a wooden stake in the other.

PROCOGUE: SREVAY ION
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When Leaf broke the kiss, Cliff's eyes were wide, his
pupils dilated, and he kept screaming.

‘TLLKILL YOU! YOU FUCKIN' BITCH! I'LL KILL YOU!"
She wasdrippingsweat and gasping, buther eyes were asresolute ashis.

“Almost... done...."

Cliff tried to bite Leaf's face as it lowered toward his, but she
leaned on him with all her weight, pinning his head to one side.
She had nearly climbed atop him, bending her body over the side
of his face and working her mouth toward the comer of his. Van
Wyk turned toward the heart monitor as it gave a single, loud
pulse, then turned back at the sound of snapping leather. Cliff’s
hand clawed at Leaf, trying to hook her eyes. Carleton positioned
the stake, threw away the syringe and grabbed a hammer.

“No!" Leaf broke the kiss to shout. She locked one hand on
Cliff's wrist, the other on his throat, holding him down as he
screamed and cursed and struggled. “We can still save him!”

Van Wyk grabbed the other end of the stake in his right
hand, holding it like a rolling pin, and used the leverage to
help keep Cliff’s free wrist down. Leaf’s face was already
blooming with bruises where the vampire had clawed her.

“NOOOOOOOOO!" he wailed interrorasshegave himafinalkiss.

There was a moment of silence as Cliff Krumlauf went limp,
and then the doctor’s old emergency room training kicked in.

“Clear!” heshouted instinctively, pressing the chargedpaddles
to the dead chest. There was a single pulse on the monitor, then a
flatline drone. Leaf began doing mouth-to-mouth.

“Here, use this,” Carleton barked, handing her a respira-
tor. He injected adrenaline.

“Clear!”

Krumlauf’s body flopped and twitched, then wasstill again.

“Come back, Mr. Krumlauf,” Van Wyk whispered. “Come
on. Your wife and kids are waiting.” He shone his penlight in
Cliff's eyes and cursed under his breath.

“Clear!”
* * *

“I don’t understand why he turned to ash,” Leaf said.

Van Wyk shrugged. “I'm afraid 'm out of theories right now.”

They were both exhausted. Neither had said a word
during the drive back to Leaf’s home.

Leaf collapsed into the futon. Van Wyk took an overstuffed
chair that had belonged to Leaf's mother.

“Wouldyoulikesome wine?'heaskedat last. Sheshookherhead.

“I'm going to have some,” he said rising.

“The glasses are over the sink.”

They were silent for a long time.

“We didn't kill that man, you know.” Van Wyk sat again and
urned hisglasswith agraceful, unconsciousgesture. “That crimefalls
belongs to the things that turned him. We puthim out ofhis misery.”

“That’s kind of hard to believe right now.”

He shrugged. “Perhaps if we had gotten to him earlier in
his transformation....”

“Look, I'd rather not talk about this now.”

“Certainly. My apologies.” Van Wyk rose and went toward
the kitchenette. Leafglared at his back, wondering ifhe wasbeing
sarcastic. She was too tired to fight until she saw him take a test
tube out ofhis coarpocket and examine it by the fluorescent light.

“What's that?”

He turned to her, hiseyebrow raised. “It’sa blood sample.”
He twirled it in his hand with the same wineglass gesture.
“Remarkable. It should have clotted by now.”

“A man just died in our arms and all you can talk about is
his blood sample? Didn't it affect you at all? Hearing about his
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wife? Hiskids?Jesus, this is just another experiment to you! You
just don’t fucking quit!”

He held her gaze.

“No," he said, utterly calm. “I don’t fucking quit. And 1
won't fucking quit until [ know what I need to. Until [ know
how this is spread, how to stop it, and how to reverse ir.”

She dropped her gaze.

I{I!m SOHY.“

“Noapology necessary. We're both overwrought,” he said, looking
away and pocketing the test tube. “I imagine we'll have a better
perspective in the morning. f you'd like, [have some mild sedatives. .. ”’

“l don't need anything.”

* * *

Leaf woke up when Van Wyk screamed. Her first thought
was that Cliff Krumlauf wasn’t dead and had somehow trailed
them back to her apartment. She grabbed her gun and randown
the hall toward him, the dot of the laser bobbing along the floor.
She instinctively summoned the sight as she had leamned to.

She went around the corner, her eyes wide, with the gun
in both hands and aimed downward the way cops did on TV.

Van Wyk was sitting up on the futon, breathing in short,
hoarse gasps.

He was alone.

Carefully, she put on the safety and lowered the
weapon. “Carleton...?"

“I'm sorry,” he gasped. “I had... a bad dream.” His voice
broke on the last two words and he turned away.

She sat down next to him and realized he was crying.

“Are you all right?”

“I'll be fine,” he said, shoulders hunched. “Really. Just a
silly dream. Go back to bed.” He starting making an ugly
choking sound, even though he tried not to make any noise.

She put her arms around him.

“It’s okay," she said in a low, soothing tone. Slowly, he
started to relax, and his sobs came more easily.

For the first time, touching him, Leaf realized how frail he
really was. Shaking in her embrace, he felt as delicate as a
china cup. Gently, she turned his face toward her and cradled
him against her, wiping his tears as if he were a child.

“What did you dream?”

“Tewas. ... it was very confusing. First Jared was there, and then my
sisterRebeccaandherdaughter. [haven'tseentheminyears. Then there
was Laura Jenson. .. and Duane. ... just pointing at me and staring.”

Instinctively, Leaf knew these were people he'd lost.

“I was a terrible doctor.”

“Shh. I'm sure that’s not true.”

“No, it is. Why do you think I became a coroner? And, and
after, an abortionist. I took the Hippocratic Oath and all I've
done is deal in death. .. and now I'm this... and I'm good at it!"

“It’'s a necessary thing. Not good, but. .. necessary,” she said.

“Iknowbut... I'm lonely. Laura and Rebecca. .. I canonly help
them by staying away. [ couldn’t save Jared. [ couldn’t save Scott. ..
or Duane. | wanted this to work as much as you did. I swear it.”

“I believe you.”

“It has to work. There has to be some way I can help...
even if it's helping. .. them.”

“Shh." She started massaging his tense, bony shoulders,
adeep tissue rub she'd learned from Oaken. “Next time. We'll
get one right after the change. Next time it'll work."”

Once he fell asleep, it seemed like the most natural thing
in the world for her to curl up beside him.
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INTRODUCT 10N

For their redeemer is mighty; he shall plead their

cause with thee

— Proverbs 23:11

SymparHy For vHE Devie

Hunter Book: Redeemer is a sourcebook that helps
you develop a better understanding of the Redeemer creed
and its role in the world of Hunter: The Reckoning. Asa
Redeemer, you recognize the rot that festers in the bodies
and souls of the people and creatures around you — in the
very world itself. You see how the beings that lurk in the
shadows prey upon people, spreading pain, suffering and
despair. You could destroy the afflicted and thereby con-
tain the contagion, but what kind of world would you
create, where being fallible — human — is grounds for
punishment? Maybe, just maybe, a soul can be saved by
nurturing it away from cruelty and callousness to kindness
and caring — even if only the glimmer of a soul hides
somewhere within a seemingly inhuman beast. And even
if ademon can't be saved, you have to try. Otherwise, what
kind of soul would you have?

Being a Redeemer means trying to reconcile every-
thing that’s wrong in the world with everything that you
uphold as right. If the afflicted and the deserving people
can find common ground, maybe they can co-exist as
equals rather than as predator and prey. Maybe such
compromise will redeem everyone in whatever world has
yet to come, if not in this one. Of course, seeking harmony
doesn’t mean being weak — sometimes the only way to
contain a disease is to cut it out completely, That’s a call
you have to make, with each creature you encounter.

This book helps you make those calls. It helps you figure
outwho your Redeemeractually is—and whether ornotyou
use all of your creed’s new edges, abilities and rules, too.

But just as you need to better understand your own
Redeemer, youmust understand huntersociety as it emerges;
the two are inextricably intertwined. As each of the newly
imbued struggles to understand her new world, origins and
purpose, she inevitably compares experiences, philoso-
phies and fears with those she encounters on the streets or
via the Internet. At first, the recently awakened latch onto
anyone who understands them; this new world is just too
terrifying to contend with alone. In time, however, as more
and more imbued dare meet and make overtures to find
each other, individuals with similar attitudes and theories
are attracted to one another and develop like-minded
circles. These nascent social groups are the foundations for
what ultimately become the hunter creeds.

Yet, during hunters’ emergence, many varied imbued can
seem to have common goals. As the chosen make contact, try
to understand their mutual condition and strive to work
together, similar goals and comparable experiences can hide
fundamentally different philosophies, whether about hunter
purpose, the nature of the Messengers, or the necessary fate of
monsters. All hunters agree that the supernatural’s hold on
humanity must be broken, but not everyone agrees on how to
accomplish that goal. Mutual experiences and mutual values
turn out to be two very different things. Hunters can therefore
be taken by surprise when a fellow “Redeemer” proves tobe an
austere Judge or a reluctant Martyr. Sometimes, the chosen
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aren't even sure of their own ideals until they immerse
themselves completely in the hunt.

It’s only after the imbued become fully devoted to or
even obsessed with the hunt that their approaches to it
become purposeful and refined. Some become deter-
mined to save monsters' souls. Others want to see such
creatures utterly destroyed. When thisdistillation is com-
plete, the creeds as social classifications finally arise.
Avenger recognizes Avenger and Redeemer recognizes
Redeemer, all through the creeds’ codified values, inten-
tions and goals in the hunt.

When will hunters achieve such social structure? It
could take months or years as the imbued struggle to
understand themselves and then each other. The fact that
so many edges seem to be shared by the chosen of various
perspectives and personalities doesn’t help, either. How-
ever, when creeds as institutions are finally acknowledged,
the hunt may finally gain the momentum it needs to
overcome the supernatural, once and for all. Or perhaps
such cumbersome and fractious divisions will be the hunt’s
undoing, as imbued fall to infighting and politics rather
than upholding their higher purpose.

Ultimately, the course of your chronicle and your
Storyteller’s vision decide when the creeds become widely
recognized in your game. In the meantime, your Redeemer’s
fully developed identity helps define her own society.

PERSPECYIVES

The opinions, theories, information and outlooks ex-
pressed in this book are presented in three distinct “voices.”
These Redeemer narrators typify the spectrum of personali-
tiesacross the creed asa whole. Each of these people presents
his or her own take on the origins, tactics, relations and
ultimate fate of Redeemers, and on hunters in general.

The creed and its members’ views evolve constantly as
Redeemers try to define themselves in a world they no
longer understand. With no other frame of reference, the
chosen often resort to the ideas, virtues and philosophies
they possessed before their transformation. No two Re-
deemers have the same thoughts about their origins, for
example. Thus, the questions the imbued ask of themselves
and their world — not any specific belief system — best
illustrate their individual and collective identity. After
reading this book, you should have a sense of the drives and
ambitions that inspire and motivate various Redeemers.
You'll know what compels these people to reconcile the
supernatural, and how their calling influences the way they
deal with the rest of the imbued. We also hope that you're
inspired to fully develop your character’s identity and
beliefs, to bring his goals and aspirations to life.

How o Ust T'nis Book
Hunter Book: Redeemer broadens the World of

Darkness as creed members perceive it and offers insights
into the hunter psyche. [t also offers new rules and powers
for use by Redeemers and possibly by other creed members.
This book is therefore ideal for elaborating on your charac-
ter, and it helps you better understand her.

-~

Chapter 1: Original Sin explores the nature of penitent
and unremitting monsters, the Messengers and Redeemers,
and seeks to explain why the imbued receive their giftor curse.

Chapter 2: Saving Souls covers Redeemers’ unique
tactics and strategies in their constant effort to salvage the
supernatural.

Chapter 3: Soulmates describes relations among the
charitable and with other creeds.

Chapter 4: The Next World presents the creed’s attempt
to define its purpose and destiny in the World of Darkness.

Chapter 5: New Rules offers more rules, edges and
equipment for use by Redeemers and perhaps by hunters of
other creeds.

Chapter 6: Redeemers Among Us details newly
imbued Redeemers who are ready for play. The chapteralso
profiles creed members who have acquired reputations
among the imbued.

LexicoN

As any new society or organization forms and grows, its
members tend to use words or terms suited to the group’s needs,
intentions and identity. Such words help define the circle’s
purpose. The Redeemer creed is no different. The following
slang and phrases begin tosee common use among the forgiving,
particularly on the Triage email list. They may even catch on
among other imbued. Redeemers or hunters in general without
exposure to such communications undoubtedly have theirown
terms, or they stumble on in the dark, alone and uninformed.

afflicted: Monsters in general; also: lost, salvageable, strays

beasts: Irredeemable monsters, those who seem to
actively enjoy using their powers and indulging their
hungers in order to cause suffering; also: demons

calling, the: Becomingimbued; also: the draft, the summons

conscripts: Monsters who are believed to have had no
say in their condition

dream, the: Normal life, especially family, friends and
pleasures; all those things that hunters have to give up, yet
strive to protect

dutiful, the: Redeemers as a whole; also: the chari-
table, confessors, deprogrammers, healers, the forgiving

frother: a hunter who believes that all monsters must
be destroyed — perhaps because of past traumatic experi-
ences, disgust at the afflicted’s nature or appearance, or
crippling close-mindedness

Good Samaritan: A bystander who helps out with the
hunt in any way

penitent: A sympathetic monster who tries to help
humanity against other monsters

sell-out: Any Redeemer who performs healing ser-
vices for a price

service, the: The hunt; also: the mission, the call-
ing, the duty

vulnerable, the: Normal people who remain blissfully
unaware of monster existence.

writing on the wall: Hunter code in general, as in “the
writing on the wall warned me of danger”




Soures MaveriaL

There are all kinds of movies, books and comics avail-
able that deal with the themes of redemption and of showing
villains the error of their ways. Obviously, these sources
aren’t about Redeemers or saving monsters, but some of their
characters or subject matter come damn close.

“Beauty and the Beast”: Over the course of the fairy
tale, Beauty’s gentle calm and compassion bring out the
best in the Beast.

Frankenstein: Although it all goes horribly wrong, the
little girl in the forest who befriends the monster could be
a Redeemer at heart.

Get Shorty: With his witty repartee, pleasant demeanor
and generous spirit, John Travolta's character manages to win
over the bad guy's bodyguard and helps save Rene Russo’s life.

e
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The Malloreon , David Eddings: At the start of this
series of fantasy novels, Zakath is the Dread Emperor,
apparently the most dangerous man in the world. He gets
unavoidably entangled with Garion and his friends, and
discovers that the emptiness created by his power and evil
deeds is filled by being charitable.

Return of the Jedi: Luke Skywalker devotes himself to
turning Darth Vader back from the Dark Side and saving
his dad. Luke’s refusal to concede, to obey the Emperor and
kill Vader is pure redemption in action.

Stir of Echoes: Kevin Bacon’s character could be a
Redeemer made receptive to —and then obsessed with —
laying a soul to rest, and then saving the very soul of his
neighborhood. His “awakening” could easily be inter-
preted as an imbuing.
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CHAPY LR L ORIGINAL SIN

He sent redemption unto his people: he hath commanded
his covenant for ever: holy and reverend is his name.

— Psalms 111:9

To: hunter.list@hunter-net.org
From: driver300
Subject: Triage List

[ know I'm a “newbie” and everything, but I'd like to
make an offer to everyone who's interested. I know there’s
a lot of traffic on this list and that some people have split
off to discuss certain special topics. I'd like to create one
such special group. 'm calling it the Triage list, and I'd like
discussion there to focus specifically on what we can do to
help the victims. This isn’t going to be a place for talking
about tactics or morals. I'd like to keep it, as much as
possible, to the topic of helping those who need it most.

There’s been a lot of talk about killing here. Now I'd
like to exchange information about dealing with the
aftermath — about healing.

I've talked with Witness1, and if  get ten subscribers,
I'll start the list. Hit “Send Message” and click on the
“private reply” button to let me know. Thanks.

BEGINNINGS

70z trings. st @hiunter-ner.oly
From: driver 8 00
Suljesr: Begimningr

i i hosting ehic fige, so/ gusse /et go it igp the firse post.

I8 & haard B0 Know Rt 20 Wiite abois, sinae [ ewn T really el yoi ko [ am
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@ by oity in the Amerian South. My polities are precty moderats. | 0e g0t #
comporiable (festyts. Or [ did.

[eep goitig bk to the Beginning, When everiithing changed, Wiven/thine
wboit o am wow, 45 0pposA 0 berbre. Maybethat Cthe bect way to ntrodies

uyself and eXplain wlf 164SOns [or arenting This 5. | s driving my oar back
[Tom the garage. | 4 gorsen some oré dowe a2 this plase With 2 good reputation
— SOl Work, 1ot Loo elpensive, But 1t wacn & n a great part of town. [ ek,
HOU The ghetto St you KHok, woY tie Subinbs, eitker.
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shotslitn ¢ even e here. ” That s hen / heard thic ooise, Iite it s in my head bt
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Jared i hase and he wover learned wivie. Biat [0oiiin & be stunpriced if that ihing
Found fin again, [ never soon aniome 5o wdl i iy entire 1%, And il for a iy
1 e Hrong plese I the Wrong time, | 4 omeshing that saved someont efse.

[ s that Sabout WAy [Dansed £0 sEars this Use. | mean, [souid post ket
st R0t 50 the postin (it and everjons Nould ek abous What | could huve done
Lo Lhe deid thing, Hon | eonid huve smashed into 7t or killed it or hateser. Bup
do s shink aiyone thire WOl haue oared wbous the Wtele guy. 70w | wight
St hefoed him woore. | saved him onse. But [ don s shink 7¢ wiss cnough, and
Lhat bothers e for wore than lesting that big gy live. That tells we thete ¢
SOmeLhing essentinlly Wrog Witk DRAt peopie 4r¢ 4oing OR Rinter. 1T 1t ceems
20 me thaL I % s going 0 change, someons has £0 tuik wbowt %t “Off e, ”
SuLjr.cl: Bathlng in Light

From: leaclnrl Q3

S, "o yolled.

To: triage.[ist@hunter*net,org

First of all, [ want to thank Drtver3oo for setting up this forum. ['ve never
nza[ly {e[l com{ortal?le posting on tl‘lz main |1untzr-nzt list. T!’lere are too many
{ndivic[uals t}lzrz wl\o seem to have ne sense of manners or decorum. ].m sure L['tat
t[\ey are a[l {i ne people in ancl o[ tl‘lZmSE[\J‘BS. 'but [or the moment ]‘m Just as I‘lappy
1<e¢pin3 my quiet Eherz. I have }1{3'1 hopzs {or t!ﬂis Triage list, T]'-ose ol us who }wve
an interest in |1e[p and reconciliation wi”.. ] Empc. prove far more rzasona.l:[e.

Wlth that said. I regret tl‘lat I I'lavz to start my [(rst postin d{sagrzzmznt to
Driver3oo. He has claimed tn his inttial series of posts thatsome of us appear to be
l)at}lzcl in llgl‘lt or {irz wken su rnmomc{ sim ply cqu to thz pl'q,rs{cal stresses {nvolvecl.
| can state with a[:soiutz certainty t]'lat tl'nis cannot lae correct.

w}mn the callcamz tome, ! was do{ng my wtu shi[tin the lll:rary— a cIu“ l:ul
necessary chore — and lczep!ns d‘nz peace. Near one of tf'nz sl.a:.lcs‘ ] noticed a stuc!znt
searchlng [ranl:[cau)r tl'woughour mzagrzsvlaction o[[oca[ |'li51:c>r)4r koolts ”[ca“ [ﬂm Ro[xrt_
Non‘naﬂy‘ I‘cl have t]wught noiJ'lins o[ it |>ut Robert |1ar.| lwzn giving my ;taf[qulhz a Iuto[

trouble over the previous week Hewas norma[[y a consclentious slnc[znn aquiet ljoy with

an unwznliul home life. His recent truancies and moods had been a rather nasty surprise.

Tobe tota[[y [‘lonzst. 1 suspectzd |1e wason dru ge. Evzn atl4,a [ol o[ Lis peers
were airzaciy into tl‘lem, T[’ﬁs can Lz a colc{, un¥r{¢ncﬂy city, anc{ we {osz a lot o{ tl‘le

-

promising ones that way. We all do what we can, o course, but it makes lietle
c[iﬁerznce. Anyway‘ I clzc{clch to try, ancl I wa“(ecl over. | started innocuous[y
znougl‘h as Lins, "Loolclng for somzth{ng, Rc bert? " Hestamme red a nervous “No‘
rniss,“ and then the world zxplocle(l in [lsl‘lf and | heard a voice.

]twas m:z not}ﬁns I I}acl ever Lnown — stern yet [ovlns. l tl\oug[‘lt it would
shatter my skull. “WHAT PRICE THE HELP IT NEEDS?" it boomed. |
tl\ought surer tl'lz w}w[z sc[‘:ool[ must |1avz Lzzn cle.a[zned [ay it, the wl‘ua[a [iLmry
[:Iincizd l'»_.r tl'ue [ig[ﬂ sl'xtn{ng {rom me. Ro[':zrt clicln'k seem Lo notice eitlm— o{ t}mm.
Nordid any of the other children. He wassstill taH(ing. - - except that he wasn 't
Something was sitting tnside [fulm. almost wea ring him like a s]dn‘ using his mouth
an& eyes anc{ €ars. Somelhlng in tzrrtl)[z‘ Lerril:[z pain.

I -,houlcl |1ave !xzn Lerriﬁec]. m'cl l'nacl any shm:.lo“crestght, ] woulc[ I'Lave un [mrn lJ'ne
[il:»rar)r rar}lert}wn {ace d1i5 t]'llng, But dﬁs Lfrn‘ngins{clz Rralxrtsaemed almost patf'nzﬂc Losr_ [
nzar.bal automa.lica“y, asl wwH with any Juld. anc{ puton my ca[rn. Feassuring voice.

qu‘latisityou're[ool(ingﬁor?“Iaiicecl,am:”couu[ee[L}mlz}\zquzsuonwassignll:lcanr_
] aIways was good at sl'lap{ns words to cut to the heart of the matter. YOu need that to Icecp
chilc[ren under conu'o[ “zworvjsscemed ] [‘:it(tlil{z a [\ammzn and Ro‘:atwawmcl

“Tiwrt wasa man.“ hz sai«‘i. ”/6\ man who !milta mi“ near [‘lzre, I'“Iz qave l'u's
nametoapa r!(. ancf astatue, ancl I ta n't mmemlaer it. ] nez& to find his statue. M iss.”

T]wrz arcn'tmany parl(s l:ui[l:'byrn{u-owmrsin this parto[d‘kaﬂand! —
yes, I'm Br{ t{s|1. I anw WI'lO hz must mean, “HI tzﬂ you, wi“ you [eave Rol:art alone?“

[tstared atme in horror. “Whatdo you mean? ltcould see | anw. tho ug L‘
anc{ a[tzr a moment, con{usecl. it Just noclclecl.

Sol to[cl it tl'le name o{ tI‘le man, anclw[nerz LI'[E sl.atuecoul& l:z Iouml, anclyou
Lnow wlmt? lt went. Vanishecl. Le[t Rol:zrt a!one. ancl czrtaln[y never retumed
wl'u'l[e I was stiu at the sc}wol_

Atno point was l stmssch hern‘[ted‘ unciergoins unusual ph;rsical[ exertion or
anytjﬁng o[ tl'n: ldncL ancl yet I was lceen[y aware of the [igl'ﬂ: mming[y emanating {rom
me. Drlw.r300 must Le wrong, lcan catcgcn'ca“y say tl‘lat itwasnota proclucto[stress
Pzrl‘naps the amount to wl'uicla sucl\ a glow mani‘esis reﬂects the sl:nzngtl'l o[ our pote nkial.
ourdesire to ['mlp otjms. our natural talent or come similar tl'nlng. [f that is the case, then
mayLe it's Justtoo dim to be seen in some peuplc, which s why un[y some witness it

Now, a[l.erwan:l. a{tcr zvzrytjxing that 11appenec1 sun[& in, I (Lcl havz asevere
nervous reaction. [ had o lock myse[[ in my office while | resainzc[ my compaosure.
Later stin., [ cliscoverec{ tl'nat therewas {a r [ar morewrong t}:an one sacl ljeinga[[ectins
one of my sl.uclznls, Lhatl was now :rappzcl ina nigl’nlmare [mm w!ﬂc[\ lherz was no
awal(en{ng. Onlyr latar. a[hzrl I'lad [ouncl others wi\o I‘lacl Lef.n thmugh f,omztl‘llng
sim{lar, cIn:“ re.a[isz [rnow painl[zs-;l}-r I hacl been summonecl. And yet, pain[ess itwas.

Wanr Rge vhe Heratos!

Sk Begrigs
Tot Friagedst®hunternetiorg
Troms ncker235
Theres a ot of 15k about whe'ever has drafted us nto this new ffe. quess
fhere wilbe, and thot therel be as many dif ferentideas as there are those of
Sinthe service, | ravel alot aﬂﬂwe‘?m,aﬂm}trr&.?'wseﬁnﬂhkab{a&xﬁﬁi‘gs
w&mwewimﬂtmadhﬂwem&ﬂe&ﬂwe@}ﬁ.wﬁhﬂrﬁ&ﬁ%w
Mﬂéﬁdlwﬂﬁswﬂqléﬂd&hﬂdfmhﬂgﬂtcﬁﬁ&&ddw
my sofifary ifestyle much,
A‘nywary.fge'{+nSpmdaHaF’(mﬁiﬂ<thmﬂwer&mﬂigmepﬂSns
fo worry about Hsemwe'rdwﬁiﬂ-gaﬁrhﬂemxl’rome rymind &rif S To
Mﬁmmack@%ﬁ’fﬂweycaﬁﬂe%du&ﬂm.*?&reﬂf"xihgs’smw
W#ﬂwe&@ﬂﬁglﬁ.hwm%&y&g!mkﬁhn&ﬁe%yﬂﬁmﬁsm#ﬂq
e\enh\eary,hﬂﬂfymﬁ*ha\cm&rf&sdmﬂgxeduﬂ.kes}nkmh
peoﬁednlwdﬁ’mcaﬂu&ﬁeoﬂ\erFu!tsdshﬂwere&&fl.!nsieadoF helpsavepeaple,
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Barncombicnr

To: triage.list@hunter-net.org
From: driver300
| Subject: Reborn in Fire and Light
; I remember something I read once. They did this
H psychological test where they showed people a shott
film, maybe thirty seconds long, where two men fought §
and one stabbed the other. Ninety percent of the Jf
people who saw the film said they'd seen a knife. But
in the actual film, the man didn't have a knife. He
stabbed the other one with a banana.
What does this have to do with people “bursting
L into flames” or “glowing in light” when they're called?
aybe a lot.
. I know from my own experience that seeing mon-
ers is seriously disturbing — take that lictle guy who

i

-sawamachete instead of a half-rotted man. He was just
| as afraid of being confronted with what really hap-
I pened as he was of being “stabbed” by that guy.

I  Now,know that when you stand up really quickly or
‘make a sudden burst of effort, you can get dizzy, kind of §
lightheaded, and see stars. One time I fainted in awrestling §
matchand]l remember thateverythinggot really lightright [
before I passed out. I think it was because I wasn't getting
enough oxygen to my brain. Well, maybe that’s the plain,
ordinary explanation for all this “seeing light” and “burn- }
ing with fire” business that people talk about on the main
list. Maybe I'm wrong — but remember, those people who
| saw the banana were pretty dam certain.

i S S S

these otherswouldshit ther pantsor runaway androtremember anything af fer, Not
To say et the folks who didhear were beHer or anything or fhat the ones whoran
coukdnthave helped, They w5t didnt, Thats why | think these Heralds make defberate
dxa'ces\‘n-veaqMmyousfaﬁhﬂtbeera@fo?ﬂesﬁrﬁymdm&'di&paddo
buy, right? ¥'ou dont st gert them al because you want beer,

I theyremakingchokes, it stends foreason that theyre working foward some sort
of plan From whethe read on thelists peaple daim 1o get dranged al over the world If
thets e theseHerddsmust goalover theplace. Bong folots of df ferentplaces sherd
work.F-tekes tme, Trustme, thetshow Imakenmy hing I ey didrt have some plan that
W&AM&WDFW.MWMfg)W.WMThMEHM
o Someplace and meet ther quotain one big load. A plan mears that someone or other
wans fo accomplish something so Someone has fo be making decisions, See, s nof het
dfferent from rucking Someone somewhere needs something Someore can provide
They hoth need you o get it there, For me, that makes these Heralds either the
merufachrers or the nckers, and ol thet makes us the cargo, Someone needs s
mﬂm?wmﬂﬁ!?h*mﬁmh&hl?wﬂf%aehd\mﬂg
foks becanse you cant fool around when someone needed an order fled yesterdz

Now, | dont know what this plan s, butils got o be abig one, There seem fo be
sotofusandwedontsee eyefoeyeonawholeburchof issues, Small whsdortusualy
needlots of dif ferent ools. ! do fhirk thet we al want 1o help the world though and
thatsmportant, H seems to me that wed al getdlorg a ot beHer if we remenhered
that were realy after the same thing fixing the world | figure the best way | can
confributeis todowhatlcan toease someof the suf Feringout there, foshow thelost
thathateisnt the ody way, and toremind them thatlove feels qood Other folishave

ol Wy,
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d’rFFerm‘ik]eaSlFﬂweHﬁﬂcEdmﬁemﬂeyobw‘mdyneeda»ddebadoF&Weren‘i
viewpoirrts for their plans. Butwe al have tobe part of the plan, right? Cherwise s
sstehaos, and why putalot of effortinto dheos That can happen al by ifselfs

Now, | dorrtknow what thebigplants.! quessalany of uscandoslockat the way
ﬂhgsaream'#ﬁodovvh*weﬁﬁ-ﬂdsrialﬁ.&rme.ﬂﬂwaﬁmen&gﬂt%m
rather thenripingmore. If therearemorsters everywhere drather try fohelp them
bebetter then fry told hem ol Somehow that st seems more effective.|
canfquiteexplanwhy ostyetbutthinkl wilsoonn themeantme, Bnustmyinstincts
andlet smarter quys figure out st whats aongon.

Rismg vo e T AsK

Lots of Hir¥erent beopie are making [ots 0 olse aboks What T doing this to
uis. Crusadercuyest i Jesus Chrit or the Holy Spiris. Tiaffimen seqs i s Alloh,
e Borceroalle it the Living Pomer. Me, | n not going to cltim [ Enow anyching.
Any tome | mest 4 [oIow ko suge he wnderscands God, [ ask him Lo (I my
computer. Not one ean do 7%, | qusss they shink the Creatorof the Wniverse is
somehon /eveompliented than & Compag With Wondows 8.

IWhiateverearthiy nanms youIINE CONSE, Lhe fRole remainprestyelen. The
Horoils are real, they re powelTiu, and they 7e looking [or people Who can twke
i Kiked-to-heok plones and put it baek together. When they nd ons,
shey 1 genarous Wit the resourses for the ASSighment.

e, e youloil it alldowvs, (7% i good. Siv, there 46 come iy mowents,
a4l 7 5 p00d 0o #li and the Borid s be.a beaiti i plase, [ puese fook thas
o gricited berbre. But now, Whenever ok a0  uneie of 4 1IoWer Of 8 precty Roman
Fce, [t to provect it flom What [ cnow s ons thers, [ coe that beaitiy pa [ ust Enow
it Ruggpen acoientioll. f5 s piat Bheere O Pl pose By OmEEHING, ard atugiing
st Wovild do that hasto be good. Soshar cikas [ here for. [ n here o sue the good,
1B Lhe Broken and oleas ous the comers Whete sometihing gl s been hiing.

Fdon & are who hired me: | like thiTJob. [t ¢ made e & better perion,

Ttz Catimg v Hisvory

It bnoL me a whi[e a[{er tjw summens to rca[isz l[\al! Was Now MoTe sane than
| ever had been before. | had to be to understand what was going on. More than
anytl\lnge[se. I wantzcl to know whztj‘mr lhis wasnew, wlw LI'[ET the lost hac[suc[clen[}r
appeanzcl, or whether thzy had always been tl'lerz. in the wings of htstory — and
wl‘mzd’mr we hac{ always Ezen tl‘le re, brying to l:rri ng tl‘lam l)ack into tl‘le [olc[. W: I'lavz
an excellent [i'braryc{ hisw n'ca[ re {emnce material at my schoo[. l)eq ueat}mcl Byorlz of

its OH Boys, I spentsome time [ooldng d\rough t]’lt Lool(s f suppose, {”‘m lwnest witjﬂ

mysz[{, I needed t!lat time to come to terms with what was Ilappzn{ng to me.

I I'm\fe gznzra”y founc{ [o“(wisclorn to !10[0'.& [ot more trut}'r Il'lan we norma[[y give
itcredithor. Many olourmostelfective clrusswmz fromtraditional ramer,'ies, for zxamp[c
— aspirin from the traditional treatment o[chewlngwi[lﬂw [}arL. D{gita[is asa heart
bomic, Tl'ne same }w[cls true [ora lotofother &ﬁngs. [rom weatl'nertopsyulw[cgy. f t]'lere{orz
tu rned tololklore in [\opeso[getti ngsome in[ormauon onthe afflicted. Wza[[ |<naw L['w
mylLs ancl legznc[s surroun(iing tl'lem. The vampire stories from E,asl.em Europc_ T]‘w
man—wolvzs o{ the Russlan forests. Spirm inOzn‘nany. Thz Sa[zm witches, Tl'le Cel[t[r.
{air[o"c In allofthat my&mnd hlstory, }wwever‘ I}lmz are neverany suggestions rl'lal 1}12
nzecly are anyllﬂms other than occasional interjections into our world — acc{c[enta[ or
temporary visitors. USuaHy, d‘:erz is a transgression on L]'lE part of someone tn our worH,
a hap[ess un[ortunale who sins againstan unwritten Law ancl lar{ngs acurse clown on }us
!‘-zacL ma[dng I'u'm amonster. SuCl‘l poor souls commit terri He deecls. Lut are often hull mr
loal}ﬁng [or what dw.y havz c[onz. an& w!\en t]'lay are [inany e [EasecL d'ne;-r are grate{ul
for freedom from pain ancl c}1 ange their ways.

W}mt fairy tales cfcm't te“. of course, s L}mt many o[ t!‘nz amictzcl Iw[(i
posttions of great power anc{ {nﬂue nce in the wo rld T[ﬂat's not surprising. Peoplz
who I’]icle in t!‘lz Lac [csrounc{ and wie.ltl inﬂuznce usuauy C{o a soocl ]o[: o£ maL{ng

=Py

sure they remain h(cic[en — another sooci reasen {or concentrating on [o”('ore
ratl'-er than Iﬂistor}r, What is interesting, t]wugh. is the content of the I:a[zs
tI'IEmSE[VES. Szveral pzoplz on l!‘l! main [!st ]’1ave cI{scussecI creatures d‘lat tI'lEY
c[a{mzc{ were ancient, or al [east olc{er tI'mn a norma[ [mman Hz span, wit]‘m
po[iucal or business power in addition to any spirilua[ abilities. From what I've
rzad. muc|1 o[ ti‘le mecI{a seems to be unc[zr tl'lz :onlroI o[su:l‘t creatures. So w}w Jo
tl’lz [air)r tales and myths t!’lath‘re exposecl to, W]‘li(l‘l must ['nave 1)¢zn l)e sa nclionec[
E:;z {[‘uz creatures, c{wzu on tI'IE [ost humanlty o¥ vi[lains? I lx{iwz it must i)e a
conscious chotce on their partto portray themselves in this way, p«rhaps to reassure
us that monsters arznlt rea“y monsters, so t{mt we‘n be Iu”.ecl !:aclc to slzzp?

Past traces o[ourom\ activities are much harclzrho[im:’, asfaras I can see. Tl'lera are
plenty ol heroes tjmug}wut Iegm(l. Ofcoursa‘ Butto me lJ'ley are t]-lin[y disguisec{ mzlaphors
for the virtues of warand o'oeclience, neotcompassion and freedom, Tl'lzy tend to be created
lr;y (or atleast tor) the ru[m o[ t]'le c{ay, and c!{strilautzcl rad'-zr than pagsec[ down folk lines.
A[lo{whi{l‘l makesthem unrcha‘b[e assoum.so{ {n{ornwuon. Rad'uzr, lookatthem asmeans
I:ocontro[. M(ghty/a\rdmr. t]ie(}o[den Ktngo[Ca me[otw(l]'n ]'“SI'ILISE sworcL isa pcvssil:[e,
jusl:lgication [or t}m rlg]'tto{ di\dne ru[e, Asrthuris linI(zc{ho t]le |ancl. As }ds [q'ngsl‘tipsu[[crs,
ashe Ioses Lhe respacto[ |1fs Icnlglﬂs and people, the [am:l becomes Lamn, paople siclcg-n anc[
Crops Lﬂ[. Thz messageds, uOLey t]'l? Ic{ngoryour crops w{Hcliz."Mosto&zrslories o[ I'mws
arethesame, !zaching usthe benefits ofol::zcliemz, CI‘laSth, and ruslu'ng into battle without
question. [n SI'I.OI‘L a[t}wug}l ] Iool(ec{ quite pe:s{shzntly, I cou[clnlt ﬁncl L mentfonzcl ataﬂ as
tcons of |1¢ahn5. the way we should be por‘trayecl_

Now, our very ahsznce in legen& macle me tI‘l{nL. in anclo{ ilsz[{. I wonc[zred
if any precizcessur‘:- were hiclc!en [rom !n(stor)f, But keeping a secret, zsper.ia“;,r a
puuic one, is quite I'larc{, T}]era: wouH lmvz Enzen rumours, at lzast. l ;onside.recl a
number o[ tl‘lzorles. Bul t}le only one lhat appze{s to me is that the num!:ers o{
amfctzc’. [‘la\/ﬁ growrn only rzcenl.ly. ancl we [wve I'Men empclwzrzcl to i‘m[p conte,ncl
witl‘n tI'lern now tI‘lat tl‘lzir numEzr }Ias laecome crit{cal. Thus‘ WE Were never createcl
belore becausewewere never needed before, Ourschool policy for Eu[[ying operates
on a simi [ar pr{ncip[e. Bunylng is to[zral:le‘ even zxpzctzcl o[ c[ﬁ[&rzn to some
c[egrzz. Howzver. when {t rzackes acertain intensity, we tal(e action. Wz try to
coax l:u”ies EacL into lha stuclznl Locly Ly malcing tl'lem unc!zrstancl the pain I.I'm)‘r
cause, l'yy warning ll'lzm to C[es{st. Hall else {ails. we zxpzl I:i'uzm.

Thatseems to mea 3ooc{ rnetapl'nor forwhat we're supposzcl todo. [t's ourjok

te rcmind l}w. suffer{ns of tl‘lz pain t!nzy cause, and towarn thzm o{ lhe. consequUentes

c[cuntlnuing as I:l'u’.},r I'navz tl‘lus [ar. W]’lo Lnows? We mis!\lhave more [uc!{ witi‘n
Lhe a{ﬂmu{ d1an I‘ve I'lad wit[\ l')u[[les_

Wiy Us!?

[ eeenreaiding 4100 OF BhaN e AOOOINES O BuEer-HaY, and HINE 4 b0 Y people
aremissingthepoins, “WiymeT werybodyacts. liondsr, “Whoekelsqongrodont?”

Thke one somMmON [2aTire THAS iery Bake-ip story s I this: Someons or
SOMEEAH 105 WO AN WO EDDE ST L0 Ak JE 1ight. 1o Eainost (e e ere setigp
oreomerhing. (din b ges theonlunsilbee mavs amey omikere/normallygo— el
fiows a realfishoncofbiser. [t asavoReiesitnasionandic voult uve beenreallycasy
[0t me o sy, “Vdon ¥ know the whole story. They arew & going 1o appreciote he
Sustingin. " Bl {didn tovm iy baok. [Hkat hud tobedons and fcaed someons,
won i he i s appresiae or ven really anderstand whac | 4 dowe.

10y did e ges changed Becaice e pacced the teso. Beoanse When the
hibs Were oW and It Was Lhe WOMERT OF Triith, We LODE F0887 L0 Wike LAVgS
righs. e believed things souit be iyproved and ve improved them. That T ket
7 comos down to. Everyehing elve i just detadls.

TheLosy

Teacher193, you Seem e arice lady, but Im surprised thet you cont see what
youre Saying. Y ouve taken the Fme fo look Hhrough a those bools bt | dort think
ymnereadwmmﬁ&ﬂrbﬁ*a&mﬂmﬁdwﬁ{oheﬁmmhbodéasdw




bad quys who want fo be Saved becawse they are unhappy bad quys who want fo be
saved | figure thatdhe Tales are probiably right, There wes some mistake, some
accident or aumb mistake fhatlet the cormuption n, thert posoned people so that they
lost ther way and had 1o learn how Yo deal with the things theyd becorne. fve seenit
heppen in war. A  solder, you fight and I and lose more and more of yourself,
becoming less and less a person. Eventually, you fum info Some kind of machine, A push
beyond even that andits real easy o See how you cold stop being buman dfogether.
Thats whwy! cal them lost bexause theyve wandered from humanity and cant find the
way back, They reed us fo quide them,

Try toseeit fromtherr pontof view, Canyoumasremdwai‘{s!ﬂ@’fohnwymﬂ
never be par tof sodety again? M those things thet make fife fruty worfhvhie seeing
your pareniisagan Sithng withyour buddesinaber, e\xen}ssfda‘cw\&flaﬂmesm\m
1o being with other people, People who are the same as you People you belong with
whether youknow Them or ot Shrinks are ahways saying ﬂwaimrmn‘}yﬁwlai for
apﬁmﬁabﬁiy. Pleast, thats what they foldme affer | came home.

Thelost donthave that. Gan yourimagine being dlonen the workd knowing thartal
of them woudd run screaming from youif they knew whart you were'? Or worse, that
theyddryfoldyouif theyknewtcantthinkof anythingmore ferrifying andlcanteven
begin o magine how you woud Bow of f fhat steam,

Pndal thetson fopof whatelse theyveletgo, foouhveheard thatmonsterscant
eat food real food amymore, No more beer, no more Steaks no more h_rgers. T'nai
might not seem ke much We Take pleasireste thet for granted But psthnowing
tat stuff youcannever have s out here, feelng cold always Feermhmy
Hmusthe roughlremember one fme,before the fightingbroke austinsouthAsa Hook
2 trip there withmy parents. Hwasaheckof along way from Kansas andl wasrtvery
old but they wanted 1o ifroduce me to my moms parents. H was beautfd and
mysteriousandal fhe butyouknowwhat?lcoudrtgetany of the foodfloved After
& few days, thatsallcoud thirkof.Idhave done dmost anything for aburger. fmagne
!mwﬂﬁ*mﬁ’f?&e{?mwﬁ'gywm*orwalmﬁ& ma)}uebnser ardnever able
o eat the food you love agan.

Sure,ourvesare differentrow oo, butatleastwe canstlding to the ves we
a1way5mf&E\meenwemFanﬁieSHwﬂwcanﬁ(emmfﬁn!«nwnsﬂﬂf
Theyre safee. We also have a sense of commurily, a driving purpose, alinship with the
otherswhohavebeencalled evenif w:ﬁs&yﬂ.‘m the detads, Thslstis Prmr of thet,
Uernd&a’revenawﬂwl&&g&dmﬂqwﬂyn@mﬂwﬁwmﬁdwm
saidinhighschool butl was st part of the team, Thets Whatwehave, they
seemloberssing Our strengthis therragony.If wemddbzam’rompﬂ\em fomake
themunderstand fhat they couldbeawekome partof the community, thet theirneeds
dont heve fo be So df ferent or harmful fo ours, we might start to hedl their pain

{lan you magine what the world coudd be e if the demons and the af flicled
actually worked with us'? With therr Sdls and powers, we could elminate crime and
poverty, create Lord knows what new wonders, Doesnt thet sound beter thana
vicous fight both sides mightlose? We have foreachout fo them fomaleit possie,
Maybe it can heppen [ dont know butlknow it wontif we dontry,

Thats why some of s heve been given so much love 1 bas fo be part of a plan
o bring the lost back, We can feach them Yo find their umanity again, fo show Them
whet we can do when we work fogether, ff seems fome thatour obis o bring them
the peace they need and get them back on their feed,

Wiy Them!

70z hiunter. lso@hinter-net.ong
From: driver8 OO
Suyest: Ke: Ketabilituzion

Poster, with all respset, [ Rorry wbous you. Howians o el ous any bty
you can, Thar great] Bt vhen you cart m/:('my.eéoxww/w%h&m@ Hhese
VHIRGS. . .. [don tthink [ oan et bekind qon. [ heak, sure, We 7s here to mike
vhings berver. But iy youhe(pshe 0rong thing, youear do more hutw thay good,
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Yo hetve 0 egp  5ense of roportion, wd qov vk 10 2onsain e robich.
[ e, DhereRouik the soragyleapainss ATDS be i dootorssaid, “Of, thispooriietie
Vs Kot mdsundterstood. Moibe it needls o ohance to ags [25e 0 its new it
host! " mean, that Geo fion Fom Sovth Amerise talbod wbout cone srenture that
Ao thoupht v funardcor years oll, rpht 7l comething < been Sllng forshat by,
Ldon s Ak yow e goig to Bk It around, 110 buiber om poltely you ask:

[ don’s Enow ikat it i we e fighting. Magbe Crusader i Hght and thic
Feallthe Pl cort. Heok, maybe thas Soldier folow hic it Hpht and these are
Some £THA Of Dt ed refTeations of Dur ORK sis, made sold and come buok to bite
U5 O Ehe DUzt ither Ry, I4On ¥ see miueh poinz iniriing t0cone 50 berms 0ith
them. [rom what [ Ve soen, they aren s all that iterested in teléing to us.

I s mreifll as bhe HeXt gusy, Bt only b0 something | ean reasonadly
contest Wish. [ don t eare if you ve Melgonn, bleek,, Jewich — phatever, e ve
Drovhers wnder the skin. Biat comeshing that suokt blood 1o feep moving so it
san chok wore biood? That s phere | drew the (e,

Let o bl fou aons comeshing thet uspendd 1o e, [trivd thinking itz oneor’
tht, e 4 predartr. | mesh, What: ek do yoi ol someihing that staks and S
Fredatorsdon t ke challonges. They choose siasims that can tstrigyt, That st s
Fios of watsars, Afder ol Why expend more enerpy coaling wnd iling something than
youget omensing it 7 Solacked mysel; i s movnster, WheredowitsSndivat vegpie
sotunges TAT st [thoupht of bt 1ok Hhomes, bus that datn Ematesense, Thepeapke
Lhere are tesilents— flomily nd saregivess fnow hey be thers. Thheve 4 b too muchof’
2 puper rall iy peoble vodie at a st pase. Then ! thought of Sogmrak, A lot of veon,
comivg undgoing. Somediz, come makelt, Eapeioré might getbst. Thet mademore
suis, S, o Hight /ient 20 & Rospicad in the aity. INOE the iise one ous wheve /i, |
Fgured a predator’s goig 20, go/or the people ko Te teally downand ou, so fiens to the
DUt Kt EREY et il Ehe guinshor wietime and arsiok- bedtes.

Hhigirovnd thensesivng room, nearthe CR. flpusngthas someshing might haspon
there. [tk TV towinas sy malonsion, i i b erazy atound thers— the perracs plecs to
k57 yove parsted o prey on pecgpi, and a0 o etk ot fov ervaties,

14 Eseeamything or amione drong by looking hardt, Meybe the wiiting
1008 WS 200 kigh profite. So/vook ashanaeandiens throughome “staFonsy”
doory inte & huiliiny that seemed 10 fed 20 the R From the sound of 7t,
SOMEONE hAd JUST Dotk Browughs in wnd wes i bad shape. There Bas all Ende of
yelling end ooniksion, Rhish gave e chanse 1o sheok w doorright nearthe EX,
RILHOWE Being ceek. 1t Larviod Lt 10 e # olocct that usn ¢ looked, so | dneted
inile. By orasking the eloset door, | had 4 partial view of the ER throngh 4
WEHAOK. [ Shink [ ac secing the end woross fTom the maiks energency entranss.

Feddn & take long to reslize that [Dasi t the only one taking wdvantage
of the latest emeigency. [ sonld see into & stall that was partly alrtained off,
mostly fFom the other cite o vhe ER. Theretas 4 gir thers, her legsin s hamness
ke che as it labor. One o the hiures Wit her is fine — complotely human.

From: outback295
To: triage.list@hunter-net.org
Subject: Off Your Rocker

Look, sport, I'm sure glad you like your tucker so
much; a healthy appetite is a sign of a healthy mind,
| as my daddy used to say. But if you think that a burger
| and a big hug are going to bring some of the evil ||
I bastards I've seen back into the light, you've been |§
I watching too much television. Sure, some of them
might be good people at heart, but a lot of them
cheerfully throw away their souls with the bath water.
We can’t even make our own criminals realise they’re
‘human. What hope do we have with demons?




The other Daust #roig. 1Herstin s #inost bliie, Wit 3¢, the unokygendted
Blvod that runs biue i gowr veine T I Aok T Know, bt ail | i gl ic SHAE EHE
woman ibec Tl of che soarl. Seeing her ade me roally glod for she humen 1urse
Loy there, Who fnoie hat the thing 0o huve dows to LRAT girl. otherdive ¥

That siken s g0t worve. A doetor ariied as iy to deliver the baby, Bus hewas
O dOL0r — HO Aitthathd OHE, RAGIRY, | SR ERTS 0rinzif g s over 5 [lece and it
Hever Bent aibasy, But ke never staily swited. [on T fnow how to explein it [ wes
e [ hnd some Weird Eindl o double wion, but | B seeing R0 difTerent things.

[ queess the baby s ready to be borw righs then and there. / sonlin % o
CXGOTI ORE happened beion the Windoi (1 din ¢ really et 20 ) 14id see iy ovm
Aidiaghter BOMyears igo, LAOUTH, [RAsThers, inthe Opereting room, so oot mase
SOME FRESTES REONE AT S RAEDEHING Role, [ Fneid hen Lo baby bes out, beeanse
Lhe hiohn, warse L00K It aid sTepped, aiay, 10 oivan 7t i, | guess. [hile she ings
ok, & habpeied, The Other wuse — the Riowg one — S00¢ cometiing ffom the
400! down zheve, [t wacn s toins. There was only one buby. Whatever it was, she
Wranped 1% come Cind of Bisposal bug really Fast and Just pesved It 20 the dostor 45
foe masrerof Vot waied wiay fFom the parestion — right infrons of the girl. She
it b coem Lo notive & thing. Magbe she es in & daze from giing G724,

[didn t know what to do. [started 2o ctep out of the elosee tomard the ER
whe the ‘dostior same though the ER door near we, ot the end of the hail. /
moveddegperinso the sloser andhewaited by, baginkishand. (Just stayed there,
hiding, sonred. Suddenty | Ak the arge to Wet miysell, (ke when / v 4 £
Plagireg hide and seek, so wirvous that (Wi going to lose control, [ had 2o otihy
miself down, get control, By vhe time [ dit, the dostor bas gons.

[ bten [ had to 2o something. [ checdod again and the Ruman niutve pos
baok Wit thegiti, lke nothing hud happened, Thegir! fooked sohasty, beaming
L o kenborm baby. [ remember that feeling.

The other nurse, the demon, Was ROBAEre I Sight.

[ SpEnE Lo HEXE Kot STEENG (W Aol SRt iy Wil 1Eing, g hands DRiEe
Trom grinping the Whesl, soen Lhowgh the engine usn ¢ even running. | don ¢
£How ko long [stayed there. An howr? Sizting in the parking ios of wn suner-
ity ROSHItR! 28 RIGHE. [ 005 il OLE OF by eloment — e tAAT FSE Hight — &
e gy Where [ didn T beiong.

A 28 tusis oigt, [ i hutvie B0 laks iy deesions. [ ius paréed dekind the
Hospital, w0t far flom tihe dumperers. A buek door opened and ous same that doctor:
AAn overhend soourity light made It sacy 0 reoopmize fim. [ had 2o remind mise o
lbok 4 i the Hht ey [ ditn T evess roalize | fd stonped. ¢ Res b, #ight.

T the sacai] observer, e 4w T Ao ARYERILG Wbsin!. 178 RENE SEIoighe
20 thedtumpster, LYbed the (i and threRsomeshing Hr. et 0ih some o }ore,
hough — he Lhiew i & BIETe plastiv bag all the Wy to the besk. Like just
droppiing it i 0ash b good endigh. Fs fless e he satve 0T, he Went beok i,

Some peopie same out of the hospita! chortily arter, obuonsly grivving over &
DOLTENE OF OMPONE 0RO BATRA. 731 101 Liveiln, HOWig DAY SrE4E 128 Were TS,
doing ko Ernons ki, it ail [ eowld think was, st [ eking leave. " When they
Py did and /W alie, [ ens over the dumpsterand footed i, [ souid see pur?
OF v bt biarelly STieking i, [ reasked ol The ey i and grabbed It [ hoped no
Okte ok [ They i, [ Aiin s Know 72, [ don & even £noid kAt [ wowld huve siid i
anyonestonpedme. Kuther thanstand aroind, [iniked ghisklyaround the sormer,
Ot Of the Seonrity ght, St olose enOlgh Lo s gioW Where | souid see,

[ started vomiting wnsontroliebly when / opensd the bug. | Enel the swel)
before | even s Wiat was inside. [ yot Ve ever beek there hen & baby is born,
i now thers § thic smell Wites sy deughter s born, & WAre reassired e
LHAL FEI0AC HALILH, EARE GEIDES ol DY TPIRIEHER, EHEL HOLHIT HAS Y0NS DTLH
heror iy wifs, Now, stending in the dar with a trash bag in i hands, hiding
ke 2 thisf, Lhat svell it e again. IE Was the arberbirtd [rom that givl in the
ER. Only this time, | could tell that something hed boen dows 20 76, If ias
chewed! That “dootor " hid eaten it — and spit up 7t bask up into the bug!




IWhaz Lind of thing conid do that 2 Whet Eind of wnima!Z What Find. of

monsterZ It was that moment When [ realized who [ was. Wiy wy 1% had boc
hnged. ThereRere Shings it Lhere parading as peopls, bt only so they somit
preh on us. Someons fid 6o Stand up [or us, [or the regular beoble who 4in &
K00 Lhe Lrisch, For il the helpless mothers and their shildren. For by own 0i'e
BHA AL TS, OhELhEr el EHER I OF HOU. [ Had been shaken aipeks to save the
PEODIe RO Le MONSTE/S beat and steaghtered. Thet s ioky e e alf here,

Running SHor o FAITH

]t.s [unny. Wor[d ng wft[‘n tl‘ltlc{ren. he'ping to shapz young minds used to
seem such an exciting prospect. No one forgets a 300:1 tzac[ﬂer, tl'lzy told us. This
would be my chance to make a real difference tn the worlcl‘ to reach out and form
a generation

Instead, | got frustration and c[isappolntmmt. [ watched my c}xarges grow
{rom ]ively, receptive 11 jfzar—ous into sul[m, unlntzrestzcl, secrebive 13— ancl
14-yea r—olds. | watched their minds fold inward and closed. [ watched themstart
smoLins, cirinl(ing anc[ screwing — getting pregnant ancl EwoL:zc[ on drugs, I
W’dh:l'lzc[ llw worlcl catc’l I:[nm up am:i eat I:|1em, anc[ I ccu[c{n’t stop {L

WI‘[EH tl'lzy DHSI'ZCI me t[‘lz Iwaclmlstress‘ position, I too!( {liml‘llzcliate[y. as
much to getaway from my re pzatec]L failu TEs a5 {or I:I'n‘e {ew extra pou nds in t}le Lanl(.
Siuy of me, rea[[y. [ didn't realise thatI'd {acejust as many pm[)lzms and peoplz,
and that the ones] gotwouu betheones mystagcoulcln'tc!m[wfdm. When yuu're
confronted witha pro[)lem thathasnesolu tion, you have two chotces— try to I-.elp
or clon‘t try at aH ” you try, at [¢ast you (JICI somzthins, no matter t[‘le outcome. So.
[ Lepl worIdng at it, Lept [ai[ing. Lept seeing chi[clren drawn into crime, clrugs.
prostitution, even suicicle.

When! fele the summons, ] tkougl‘lt masz [ was I:z{ns givena real chance
to llzlp. tomake adifference this time. L haven'thad much luckso {ar‘ and you know
what? [t feels Just like Ee{ns a headmistress. There doesn't seem ta be any answer,
and| [(eep [ai[ing to make a difference. | don't even know if [ helpzd Robert or the
ll'linglnside I'nm. Totl'lzkzsto{my l(nowleclge. {l['nasn'tcornz E:aclq E:utl now Imow
ll!at c{ozsn.l nzczssarily’ mean muclﬁ.

A lew weeks after [ was awaloznzd. | found a small group of others who were
worl(fng in tl‘la city. T[ﬂey were a” inr.li ned ter action — lasl'ling out rather t['lﬂn
taﬂdng. But theydidn.tseem comp[ete'y unreasonal:[e. A[tzrmany [onscl{scussicns,
t]‘ley agmecl to tel[ me wlucl'n am{cted they were wal.cl'nng, Ifl coulc{ persuacle them to
leave t]‘lal “targel” a[onz in [avour o{ont more (!angzrous. they wouH Jo 50,

There was a nestof creatures based tn one ol the ctty‘s elubdistricts, (T F‘:ty're
still there now. ) The others decided to pir.]( oneoffasa warning to the rest. When
oneof the bein g5 stzppecl outofaclu la‘ I.he.y decided to act. She seemed to be a pretty
teenage 3ir[, She was fust mincling [wr own business.

Altersome argument, the others asreed to let me talk to her first. | gotout of
the car and went round the [ong way. The gi el looked up wari[y asl approacl‘necl‘
re{axing‘ ] thin!c. when she decic{eJ t}lat[ was just anollur person, W[‘mn I was
ciosz, I used ll'lz Queslion on ]‘m’.

uAre you a[rigllt. Jcar?"

Ml quiess 50, she repl{ecl, shaken.

uHave you Icst somet]‘ling?“

“yes‘ " 5]’12 saicl. took{ns w{st{u[.

[ wasn‘t going to [zt o o{ sucl'l a receptive sul‘.?jzct, 50 I Jec{({ed to n'sl( going
further. "Wl‘lat did you want to Lz, when youwereg su“ qoing te grow up?" Tl\e
question sl'locl(ecl Eer‘ lJut si’!z Lriec{ to [augh 14 Oﬁ.

“yeu.rz elt]‘ier a tzacl'ler or a copper, rtgl‘nt?“

] ]cept wri t]‘l it, using a version o[ my cIruss speech, ul‘!m\‘r lung since you saw

the sumn, (.‘Iea r?Months? }/ea rs?'r Shejust stare& atme, spezcl'lless, "Tfte retsanother
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way, you [(n ow. y.:u‘re soc!ose to dying again, Lut you c{on r1: Im veto be. YDu clon‘t
need to hurt pzopIe. not rea[[y, Ican help you with the pain. "

Sl-uz startzé sligl‘llly, con{usion and suspicion cimsing a |1{nto[ I'lope across i‘lzr
face — sumztlﬂns you see quite a l:it in les on Jruss. when they have away out
but clonlt [u[[y realfse it yet.

“How do you know so much?”

She wascautious, l'mt a lot more open tl'lan some Idds I‘ve clzait W’I'tl'l. [ steppzc{
forward totake her I'land, to reassure her. As i clicL Thomas from the 3roupstzppen:l
up {rorn an auey. WI'lere i'ae'clcrept upon us,an:{stabbed }mr{n thz LacLo{tJ-le neck.
Sl'nt SpUn rou nd, 1] rprtsec{. wounc[ecl and [ur[c us at tl'nz Letra ya[, But T]wmas was
waltlngfortl‘ual., anc{ t['le szconcl L[ow put her down. szragseci her Emcly intothe
a”zy immediately, W|1zn Ilz finlslwr:L i\e was s{clt enough to pat me on the BacL
and r.ongratulatz meon clo{ns a 3ooc{jol>. iwas I‘lorri {iecl. TIIZY.J been using me as
c!islractlon. never w(th any interest in anyti‘ntns otl‘mr tl'lan Li[[{ns.

Nzec{[ess to say, l |1avzn‘t spokzn to any o[ l.l'lzm since.

MaINr&INING & SeNsE oF Chpriry

Driver 3OO ssidrecently i somethingsbeentding thatlong Idonthrkyoureqong
toretebitateit. Another fmelremember himconfessing something e, | dontknow what
itswere Aghting Soif wu&xﬂhnwm)na’idﬁwe?dwfrg me,m fightingbadness and
pan 'rmvcanym'mvemyihg’ro furing frelostaround?H seems e you

the worst Assumption s the mother of o Fakures, Tid youeven ry?No

¥ oucondemned the being thet you watdhed at the hosprial butyou dm’rhnwﬂfreal

reasorsbebind whatit dd Atleastit ddnthurthat grlor fhe by, Howmchbeter are
whoeatpowderedrbinohom forvirdy,orrich whoeat fisheqqs? Are

rruﬂ"’ersrtqk ’}'bw}tx)n;kbwiﬁ' ws&n’f‘f&hﬂm@k ey

No one fes fo feel fhreatened As far a5 ! can el the lost are, aimost by
defirition lodkedinto patterns of violence and sbuse that harm themaknost asmuchas
others. They need food Yo sunvive and theyre powerful enough fo asst take il
Unforheately, are of ten ther Sources, Yaure not going fo get anywhere,
Arying fo get fhem o change Their ways I»yamdenmm*r'mlmioaﬁmach
Fhem gently, Mﬂuﬁprefﬁ'ﬁe.[}ﬂ\erw& theyre ps5t going to get ther hadles o
Woukint you f someone chellenged your way of e

Thirkof itasmaking friends withameandog: Thecritter wit ke your throatout
i{'ymaf)fxoadﬁfagmfﬁ}ﬁﬂnigmfﬂshheﬁh& puetinirudersof f
or keep them away by force.If youlook ata guard dog howling and barking at someone
tie it wants fo l them butits tadis waqging nitsmind s being 2 good dog, doing what
iﬁ&qq»&d%mﬂﬁfska&&ﬂwwayﬂsmhbﬁamﬁem.ﬂwe
mﬁfaf&b;ﬂﬂaﬁm‘furequﬂ*u@harger.“ry&miexpedany&ﬁerm‘n.
Ymso‘i {o freat them df ferent. If ca'!h’eakﬂecycleby #mftgﬂﬁnwiﬂ\
faimess and respect, they might come around and do the same 1o you

Now,if thelostarelke quard dogs franed fobemeantoprotect somedhing who
frained them and whet are they protecting? Scence and Yechnoloqy are constantly
prshing back berriers. fve read et demons conrol our progress and et us leam orlly
whet hhey wantus 1o Butwhatif thetsrot frue andsomething s afraid of what we
migh’fd‘&xmer.l‘hy{:eﬂwelrﬁfareﬂweway{’neyarﬁo!«eepus\fromg'owhg‘imnmh

Tokeepus downHeouldbe thatwereqeting dose fosomethingrealbig something that
were not Supposed fo et dose fo, thatthreatens someone or something out Hhere,
Thebestway fo weakenus asas;ﬁes.m‘fasﬂwedwo&naH‘m@wﬂn’rmddabhe
e is fobreskusand dvidews. Maybe tharts what theresl world s al about, togets
under confrol, fo force uSinto e groups with our heads down,

I"Byl:evf-' Weseﬂrg&ﬁe'}osome{'mgdanmrhnﬁmﬁpeam ma)lae The
secrefof ife, Whetever, Hel we mightbe aresutt of markindsef forto achieve that
qoal | dont know, Ater &l our frstreactionis fo deal with the af ficted in whatever
wayssuitus. Maybe, among al those one ismeant o work, one way or another,
H st sohappens thatour way couldbe 4o tame the quard dog o getit oncur Sdeso
we czn proceed withoutinfer ference, and be al the stronger for if,

-n Wy,
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From: alicel96
To: teacher193
Subject: Motives and Perspective
] was interested by the story you posted to the Triage
I list about being betrayed. I sympathize with your frustra-
tion, but] can’thelpwonderingwhetheryou'reapproaching |
all of this the right way. You say, quite clearly and calmly, §
that after watching a raging maniac murder a girl who §
| tumed to you for help, you never talked to him again.
You're too cold for words.

[fthe bastard had done that to me, 'd have stopped
him myself and let the poor girl rip him to shreds. You §
talk about wanting to help, about wanting to make a §

| difference, but youdon’tseem tostop to wonder_why_
I you're helping. This isn’t about some sort of scorecard.
[t’s about real, intelligent, self-aware beings, both hu-
man and not. It’s about minimizing the pain that’s
- inflicted out there. Qur Karma is collective. The bad §
" deeds we do as a whole translate into pain for all of us. §
We've been chosen to help ease pain and to help
| prevent evil actions. If you kept that in mind, maybe you
| wouldn’t think of the others as just another disciplinary
case from your school. Whoops, another life slipped §
through your fingers to shatter on the ground. Ch well, §
| on to the nextone. Maybe you should try thinking about §
it the others as individuals, with individual needs. You
| might even find that you could do some good.

Youknowyourproblem?You're_trying_tohelpso
much that you're not actually _doing _ anything. You §
either do it or you don’t. There’s no middle ground.  §

#  — “Curiouser and curiouser, said Alice.”

WiyDoly?

Tor husstor lic@hbsnter-1et.org

From: driver3 OO

Subfest: Ke: Kehabiliwtion
Just before he got boosed of hunser-ner, Rigger [ 1 [ brote:

>Ufow people are g in 4 fionsacy worid! Uoi have o iea how poneirul ey are,
oW high iap their sower goes. They found e on a floking bout i the wildle of the
S laskanses, forfok Csake. Siving thepylonsis lusting resarded, Putyoureforts
>tomard sasing ws., The blind ate on the bostom of the goddam ook cha
Sandie ronlyonsssapup. Therotcwon séiloffallvhenom|people: Theynsed
Sthem ac oatsie. We b the onee 1 the most danger. Watohing over some dopey
Bitish and her

Shabyicallvery fhoking nodle, but rently, there Cmorehereshecaneson. You,
e, B 608 YOS 0ot O BAIE I1SE — We e the endangered Spesies, andif you
areH ¢ there

>0 save mif 455 broause Yol Wity Of) pleying hero to some nobody Who

>doesn T Fnow disk, Then you Te only TIc sk better that & ROrthiess
pylon yourself.

There s co much Wrong With this that [ barely cnon where tostars. Kigger,

Wouild iyou be co caloe if It was jour e 2 Your baby? There kg0t to be wore
Lo AL R e doing, L0 AT e Rre LR JUSE KON el -iHTerest. Heok, HoE 200

o

lowg ago e were il “Vorshisss pylons. " Even you, Kigger. [ don t fnowit'yoi If
cver see L, bt [ have b0 get it OfF mi ohest,

F'10e dow s have come £nd of dury, some £ind of inportant tie to
cveryone slse, What's the poins? We e fust supposed to bund togeser,
Foreify ourselies like the Montana Frecmen and (o8 the rest of the orid be
# BRI renokh (o wonsters?

1 W even sez aside the horal ioswes o seying, “1 was guiek 00 ges 10 the
Herols lifs boat, soeverqoneelce deservestodronn. " Folksontis st have done
4 J004,j0b OF #1yiing against thit. [T give ou sonsrete, prastieal 16asons Wy
[ think you re Wrony. First off, there & the ciroumstances of being called, /
Wit t chatiged Wt 7t 0ac saT, When [ Rias T & 2004 pOSTtion o Aefend mysell.
[0 changedwhon i ndenger, Bhenlwasdelboretely pisting miyself hmore
danger (or someons | didn ¢ £nom from Adan. Q’oﬂ sy e showit look out for
Osirselies whd hever Wind everyone eise. [ Ehat § the anse, Why 40 5o many of s
seehy L0 be changed Dhen e 4o the exast opposite?

Seaond, there cour group natare. Looking at the main Git, phat 40
Wz see Crusader| 7 nearly diee trying to tatke on & gokg of sreatiires
stugle-handedly, buv Kl vhem #ff When ke Leams uh Witk 1o olhers.
Bootwern 5 8 goes i wlone and winds up orippied. The Texws Ten revors
Blonting DIt &4 CREITE EOWN,

Soe the pasterm yer? tow oon's do it alons wnd you 6 wo¥ supposed te.
Look 4t those Deirk symbols, fbr Pete s sake. [ e ¢ sugposed to hide ourselies
iR, Wl RO The FHeralll Vench ies the meaning of themZ

e done. a lot of things it by [, [ e traveled, | ve made # 10F of money,
[ e gotten married wnd hid 4 kil AN the Wk, eresping up ok we, so slonly
Lhat it took desades, 50 Slonly thas [aidn s kotise — [ got soared. Not sourcd of
enithing in particuinr. Seared [or my fomdly. Soared for iy mwoney and i
comioriabi (ifs. Ssared for wy “position, "whatever chat really means. | ived
[ 4 fieze O 'svress and anAGetly WIth 1o real souree. [§ was iike [ knew somesiiny
Wi Brong, but [ oouitn t put ¢ finger on it.

Then ! got the ol Then! g0t real good reason to be sonred, and 4 gook
e of whattobeseared of Now i npprestisionfori7e s so sush more HEEHSE.
! o il | have, and [ now T do ket It taber o0 fesp 7.

[ e hever beew o chooked s When [ saved Ehat gul in that ailleq. | Ve never
boeh ks Siokoned # When [ Alsoovered at LAAS Ehing i the Kogpital s d0ikg.
[ v never becn #s relieved as Dhen [ cai & prag-painted mark on & 4001 #i
reailized it wash 2 Just greflies, but thas it means “oafery. "

[l got alec now. [ nom, cecurisy. [on b post how many of us there are, oF
out e, et ComeRon e e v eash other. |aowid abendon them. [ Ve got the
monsy 10 hole up Iie some Y 2 K curvivel ws. But that § not what | here [or.

Brovle neoh our help. | 1oo going vo take What | Ve been given and wse ¢
selfluhly. /don & know abous yoi, but | mnot thet by comard, | 4 fike fo think
you aren t either. Otheriie, why Were we shosen?

T ryG vo Hete
serd"foF.Shtsoﬂrkyaﬁmha&.ﬁﬁedpenp!e.wmﬂty&dﬂwwmﬂf
enermyor themor gociSoranyof hatorap Theywere yostids helwas.Kids fortured
Lyfxyfd’nc‘nansMn&&wﬂmeﬂesuis%obeﬂwere{hﬁsd\e&fcanmkigbaddhe
pmplelkﬂe&%hnwswaﬂhﬁeﬁdsnﬁsﬁmdmeﬂh&ﬁkﬂedﬂwn?

Thats the thing about the world its one-big web and everytting comects. kied
Emb.%tﬁmﬂﬁﬂfaﬂmlm&ﬂ%ﬁﬁ%aﬁmﬁaﬁs
whose fves! destroyed No one knowshow manycldrennever saw ther daddesaqain
I:ecauseoFme.T'na‘!sab’fonaharﬂlcauﬁedi’f.Nna{areihec'nameSoFﬂxﬁe
parenits oversandkids thidingkindy of me’?Notrmuch Therranger turmed fohate, and
thathate strengthened fhe hate of others who went hrough the szrme. Even now,
decades later, | ety actions st cause mistnust and anger




CHRPYER L: ORIGIMAL SIN

From: alice196
To: triage.list@hunter-net.org

i Subject: Re: Trying to Help

Trucker, your argument is self-defeating. If you
can’t tell the results of your actions and you let that |
bother you, then surely you can’t let yourself stop pain, |
either? To use your rather contrived example, if some-
one needs to suffer the loss of a parent in order to gain the |
strength to save the world, and you ease that pain, you |
thwart thatdestiny. I'm sure the child in question would
be desperately keen to have her pain alleviated, too.

This sort of thinking is stupid. The logical end-

| result is to spend your life insane with indecision,
desperately trying to do the right thing to suit an |

 unknowable destiny. It doesn't take a rocket scientist ||

| to see when someone or sornethmg does more harm

f‘than good, and to decide if it’s a good move to prevent |
it from happening. I'm sure you had a horrific time in
“Vietnam or wherever. Butdon'tlet thatundermine the |
contribution you can make now. Some creatures —

I and some people —are evil. They need to be taken out.

55 - Others are misguided and need to be rehabilitated. It’s
not complicated, just very hard. Don’t be afraid to ||
make that call and decide which category someone fits |
into. Act from your heart and your Karma will guide
you to the right answers. Remember that we were |
chosen to rehabilitate or destroy as necessary. :

~— “Curiouser and curiouser, said Alice.”

IFidler tthose poor soulsafive, theymighthave qone on fo dogreatfhings. When
you Stare down a barrel you See crosshars on a Targel, Whet you dont see is the
Terqetsfulure, the partsof the webthatyouresbout foard Nooneknowswhere fhe
nex greatinvertbion or dscovery may come from Thert quy [ledin the river, whes to
say whether 20 or 30 years down the fre, he might have cured cancer? Maybe e
coudhave found a way of endng Starvation Maybe hed orly have loved s wife and
Kids and kept his famdy safe, That would heve been st asimportant,

The flio side is possbe, Too. Maybe hed have been so fraumarized by what hed
Ifmi}ra@ﬂwa‘?‘fwen’rmaaardc’fa’leamr&rmk»beﬁ whenbe firaly gothome,
Ma})ue'newu.dlmpaemiol:emmeﬂwemmkr The fhing s, you st ont
know, But ! do know one-thing: Affer | shot him, he never dd anything again Who zm
Jo make that cal, o say ﬂ\aJr & persons future s urimporfant’?

The same apphes for the lost, Every fime some lunate waves a gun and fokes
down another sou, another piece of the web is au That doctor of yours, Triver,
rrnglﬁbeﬂwenrmd‘ocanadataanamhassﬁor?cr”rflasi He mighthe the one who
can reconcie us He might also be a twisted maniac, but theres no way fo tel i you
s+ decide fo ki him. Do youknow the future? Then can you fake any fFe, even i
its not what wed call alive?

E\eniFacreaﬁreisadenmywanmeideaiFw’na{ it does is necessary
or ol Much as | hate pain, iis memory can motivate peaple, Sometimes fo qreat
Hhings. ¥ our dactor might be pure evil but thert doesnt mean he might nothave a
purpose, Maybe hes supposed o murder someone whose griefsridkenchid wil \qain
fhe strength 1o save mifions.

fmnot comfortable decidng who fves and des. § iy o help anyone wholletme.
burtIminot qoing o Say anyore should be murdered, I here fo give people he benefit
of the doubt, 1o provide themwith another charce, | suspect that hanotthe orly one
on Hhislist who feels thet way,







CHAPTER 2: SRYING SOULS

In famine he shall redeem thee from death: and in war from

the power of the sword.
— Job 5:20

Herrime Conression

To: hinter. Kct@hbunter-net.ong
From: driver8 00
Sugjesr: There tNe 1" im “Toan”

don b iant to talk out of place here, [ now some of yiow have besn doing
Ehds [ # (bt lostger than | hiave, it maibe [ sun bring @ beginnst & percpessive
OH COMELRING LhRT 4 105 0F yow ceeln L0 oo missed.

[ hot sure exaotly how to pus EAES. [ guess | remenber when | was &
Teehages, shd iy SISTer s ARting LA/ real Wence! Do used the (e on her I
40U ¢ KOE g0iRg b0 g0 41! the Wy, i g0 a5 aiiT" Now, / think we il fnow
Wkt e hoant Wien e salll “go wif the Wag, " Bt et & look ot our situation
[P0m Lhe sume point of viel.

1f you re ot going to do everyching it sakes 1o do the job, are 4ok
really doing the job?

Joan t agres ith some of the thinge Crucider | 7 has posted, | chink he ¢
dead oK OORE Oke Lhitg, thongh: I ot Pe oo Wiling E0 pilt yourjob and 4o thic
[l time, yow v 100ling yourself. There are wavoidatis aonylists between (g
ste oy Be wted 0 and [ing the Bag e Kave to now. Suve, every i fas it
dooeptionsand [etiedishonesties, bt there subigdifference berwesn lying ongyonr
Ziakec and Eriing L0 J0WINE Gokrvef AT the iuse BE Uhe Rocpitel fon ¥ tvony,

Sore people fuve asked how Loy swn arTord o bt Wishois wjod. last,
kow sen you afford the investiment of time, GTOrC and atsention & job
reguires? Eventanlly, It ¢ going Lo dictrect o #t & orition! mosent, end
ther gou I be dead. O, frow some of the stories that gent fom [wdia tels,
you I be Worse that dead,

And that 5 Just yov. Now oW sbout sparing o momens for your (¥iends
and wies T They vecounting on you. (o (e thel Aown beotisse & reprimand
[P0 The bose ASTIRaTEA Ok, TE § HOE JHST owr ITY, 78§ theirs. And not Just
piheirs, Bt eoeryons That the group of o might fuve seved,

{ o Hot going 7o Lell you ko to it the himer dOWHON SIS thing OF that,
Fwnot afiphter. Ask Soldier or Cop or Crusuder abowt that, | tell you sbous
Someshing leartied ot my job: team builting. My partizninor “teom "l pretey
0dd los. Our ages range from nineseer; 2o firky. Some of s have hever used 4
compiiter befbre. Othere have never [red & g, or £ilied even i atimnl,
Somatimes /ool ke don T even cpeat theirlangiunge, bt that dossn ¥ atter,
Ladei, [oas probubly a bit of & rasist befbre. Mupbe a 6% 0 fachioned abont
Homest, 200. But onoe yousee dead Lhings 0aiking aromnd, it really puts things
e ruse, sekand elpss in perspective,

Bz / e straying from ean biditing, whish i ohat [ nans o salk aboat.

Meybe /' conservazive, but [don & think you san hive & cokesive gronp
WithONE i Jeader. [E d0ech & have 70 be [ormal o #hything, but in @ orisis, you
Heed SOMEONE RO GaN ke decisions RIEhonE huvitiy 10 Doy #bowt it going
hrvigh committes. A go0d feadzr i comeons ko sdesisive, Who s eXperiehee
A FOOLTURIIENE, O SHETING £ 1iCTah LO Lhe PoT OF L grovp ad even defer
10 theh Wher ke T ORE OF his 4166 OF €XPEITITE, Bt 0ho EHOWS K0P L0 shict down
# POSHLIESS #IPUMmENE.

Most importantly, & feader hus 10 feep s eqe on the iy bisture — on
0hat 5 bect for sveryone. From one poins of ek, | feiled to do EHYLHIng about
thwt dostor beeaise [ s 200 siokened, o bring myself'to wot. Buz in the by
pisture, [on, besaiese | b SET here, [ Enow about him, and he doesn & fnow boo
about me. Al Eotaied, loameont shead, A leaderhis to be someons o sen fook
PASE the HELle setbneks, 2o Wit ol iasores and foous on & Bigger goul,

OF sourss, 4 go0d leader 7o uceless witholt good followers. &/m might
think & good follower is one Who ' obedient, but thit s not wivwys co. |4
HRTREr hive ORE BOKCEr WA Lells boe SERRLpRE p e | n making & mistafts
Thin 8 hundred “yes " men. A good Rorker ic one Who L0 bhat he sdoing
i s wren of eXpertive, and BA0 huc the confidence t0 speak ip wbout it
That caid, ke still has 10 tuke direstion el defer to the fudpment or
eAperiense Of OLRELS, #HA FEOGHIZE BRRE & B1iEizish oOF Kis e is KOt &
rivivism of A, e his L0 be WElHg 10 acknoblvdge mictates and tite

o W,




HUNYER BOOK : REDEEMER

1ESPONSIBEITY WILKONT beaoming Aiccolraged, but wost inportantly ke has
20 be Willing T0 ROHE hattd #nd ot Lhings Thiough,

Onse qou e ot vhose ingredients — those people — how 4o 4ok 4o
about making them intoateam T The answer (e oOmmOR PRIPOSE. T OAr
04SE, Lhe COMMON Parpose ic both obvivus and wrgent. The Borid ic brofen
aid e have Lo L.

Menome Wavs

Sub et The Program
Tox riagedstehunternetorg
Fromé rucker 235

Fnot sure how many of you have heard of The Program. kifke to think that
most of you domtknow whatitis, butt fear that over the months and years fo come,
alot of you wil become foo famfier, AFter my fighting was done, ! came home and fel
iitoabotlle My parentshadpassedaway, mylitle sister dsownedme shewasagood
kid and he viclerre Id 2ken part in Sckened her so1had o ane 4o worry sbout Alot
of memories came back during those righls, so! fried o escape as much a5 coudd with
ﬂ'EMPoerJaC& ad ther cosrs,

Finaly,anclddrirkingbuddy of mine whod droppedoutof the scene sponsored
me into Akoholics AR, The Program. Stay with me folks. Im not selfing
my{h*g.f"ly;m+ﬁﬂweprogramwdhand‘+woﬂssweﬂ.]1\enmﬁ imporfantpart
is tha' yourenever far From help and support, As soon as you feel the botle caling
and you do chancesareyucam‘”nd f ameeting, Inma or cities, there are
meemSSqomgonaﬂ‘H'\efme Ymcanhkupﬂwe&a"ﬁearﬁfmnwfﬁ’iarﬂf‘n&

out where the nearest one is.

Evenif youre on theroadbetween towns kel amalot, youcen aways cal your
Sponsofi anympnﬂweper&nm&nn#o&.msyauuﬂedakesjfo}rmﬁew
atany tme, dayor right, fo tal you fivoughhe bad spells, fo help remmind youwy you
wan’r’fo'rme Thert sort of Hhing: So,if | was on Some freeway somewhere Khave fo

Stop ata qas station or drug store whether | wanted to speek fo Bllor buyabotHe.

!afways managed fo make myself speak fo B andhe ahways managed fo takme out
of drirking. Poart from anything else, he gave memy first phon Theroad af fer dbeen

&'y mp&eanmﬂws.

Theres no way | could ever have managed fo Stay of f the pice without The
Program. Between them Bl and the meetings savedmy ffe. Booze has called fome
all the e, Even when it was kiling e, ﬂf&uﬁ@ngxﬁmoﬂrewaﬁ&swee‘l t
Eiway‘sreeMﬁﬂ&n?r%&ofﬂyﬁiﬁcﬂmmb&ﬁ%&faﬁt

Soheresthequestionand yousawitcoming whests the df Ferencebedween
anakohol and amonster’? They need o feed on bood 1o sty aive, but they dortneed
foMoreven rdyhermus maure thetbetweenus wecodd firdawayof fulfing ther
needs that ddnt cause s oo many problems uSinganimels perheps or arfificel plasiv, o
even'eHing them set up ablood drive and pay folks for dongtionss, We pay farmers for
meat, af fer al The same couldbe posstle withother fypesof thelost nsure thereare
arswers; ways o meet ther needs et we cancome fo lerms with

The thingis, its easy forely onviolence. If youre bigger, Stronger and f aster
Hhen everyone else, you dont really need 1o ake the fime fo offer neat, fair
answers fo pro!siems. Violerce is cluick and easy, and it doesnt cost you
anything that youre aware of. Hs a fix, ke booze. But you can wean yourself
of f violence, justfike you can wean f of f alcohol In fact, Henow of some
support groups set up To worklke The Program that are run for violence addicts,
and they claim fo have prety good success,

Iigurewe shouddbelookingintoof fering thissame service fo thelost Weve ot
computers and moble phones and pasﬁsanda*&;dsmflaﬂysadsetmrkmp-gn
Jmud'\.Wemj.&domG‘angood?Fwe‘}ﬁed*opmvidehelpﬁﬂxﬁaﬁw&ﬁﬁﬂ
insFnr'nﬁu'aesﬂnwanlledhkickﬂﬂhatﬂsWemLMnmntd’rgshdﬁeﬁﬁeﬁe
onesin ThePr Forperifentstoaf fim ther determnation toreenter realife.We
coud gather and distribute ts, Frids and information onhow fo beat the cravings for

oy

vidlerce, deathand destrction We coudmake ourselves avatable, the sponsors, fohelp
1ok the af ficted throughwhetever femptations they suffer.

Jm ot saying that it wouldnt be dangerous. But this whole thing is danger
ous. Weriskour fiveseveryright evenif werenctoutrying o saveothers st
Byl:einsin\dved.ﬂiswaywoddbemme darﬁerousﬂ\anlaemsw*onﬂ?
streets. As themovement grows, it wouldget safer, Theres strengthinnumbers.
me_ddsiar’fsinwty.fm&mbu‘le\ven/onenrﬂwebsjfwemﬂclbri-gwerm.dd
act as a sponsor for others.

H might fa, sure, burt 2 program has So much more potential fo reach out and
fouchlerqenumbersof thelosthanwe do workingzlone. ffeouddmake 2l he df ference
between losing and wirring. Thets got 1o be worth the risk Reading aut fo fouch
someone i al wel and good but reaching out o fouch many is much, mudhbetHer. Hel
we could do with the same ting ourselvesi If we each had one partiadar
person o cal when things got bad, it coutd be a real fension brecker.

Cowing 1o T Erms

7oz hinssr. it @hunter-net. oty

From: driver8 OO

Silyesty Ke: There s No 1 "im “Toam ™

>Please give me one genstous brak. [ don't know you, but | Enow qour
type. Lot 5 see:

>you llve fi 4 SOULhers 802y, §ou 41108 & Lelys, 4ou oan ¥ wnderstand hy

>peopie Would need o Leeb 4 Job 1o put Food ok L Lible, (ol 1o/t 10 everyone 4s
>"orkerc "or “ecmen " . [don s suppose iow happen 10 by _i0hite_ by any
»ehunce?

[on0]

Sithen ths chit rally comes doww, youareh b going 20 be the leader who handies 2. [
Syou e Kever had skt [l on yow beyore Cand [ guessing you haven s ) then
yoi e HOE

etk O TO FES0gHIZE IE Wheh I hagpens. oi wight WanE to forget abous
betng CEC

From: ashram242
To: triage.list@hunter-net.org
bject: Re: The Program
I sense a great heart within you my friend, and what

I} vou say has much of truth within it, but I am wondem1g
§ whether you are in full possession of the facts. We have

many lost souls here, and I have observed them for a great
} deal of time. They often seem alert and nervous, particu-
| larly so with others of theirkind. It is not the rest of us that
I scare them, for they treat men in the streets with contempt,

when they bring themselves to notice such people atall. I §

1l believe that the lost souls have many enemies within their §

own kind, If they are like our sects, they devote much of §
their own energies to working against one another with §
assiduous zeal. It seems all too possible that this is the case. §
Ifitisso, thenevenifyouwere tobeable topersuade certain §
I lost souls tomake attendance at your meetings, [ verymuch
| fear that the result would be a tide of their enemies
| descending upon youall and sweeping you from this world.
] beg you, golden as your idea seems to you, to listen to
B caution until we are better informed, and to avoid putting
it into practice. You may meet your death with startling |

rapldltvlfyoutrytodaso




>of" “Huntver LEd, 7 and o1y listening oo someons ko s had Lo five i the
_ el _Horid.

[ deleted miy f75E tospomse to this post. [ Syped up 4 by, seteastis tmall
alout how [ iws i the KKK Out fad seen vite 21700 0F iy itls and deoided to
Blindly rollow the advive of @ hote! sleaking Woman. [t Was biting and moss and,
! really exjoled Wriving &2, as [ sure Memphis enjoyed incuiting me. The
diffarence i, | satned down befbre hitving “send.”

! Frecly admic [ ve had i good. tHave | had & comforeadle 1127 Sure.
Wi/t oy (i7e have been harder if Vs blaok T Thers isn 4 doubt oty wind,
Hhough [ corivastly giection the olains LRAE B “it NomAN 001 T Shosted I &
man ¢ ot " But | digress.

Let me pit Ehic as simply as [ san. Just besause other guelified people
AR T oo CHOL B2 Wl POSILION R0ESH § ke e whigwa T ed. [ 4ies q00d ws my
Job and [ 4l ars the momey [ ade by waking a 10 of money for my bisines,
/A3 that by Fnoling peopie and by beivg  leader.

[ reaagnize thit Memphic hus cafFared things [ hope to never have to,
and [ reoognize thot Traveler hac made suorifises | probubly somitn ¢ make.
But don't rejest hat [ have 50 ofVer besanse [ haven t besn tormented to

“aarn” it. My seam cortainly didn s sey no when [ gave them eye to an
GORITIERT 1T hear the hospital. They didn 't oomplain when | hired &
lekoger ror one and paid for & dostor for another, They hiven s compleined
#b0aE the guns Or the cell phonss, either.

That ¢ ohat [ have o ofsr, and [ n glod | san give 1,

[it makes qou foel better to think that [ pampered wnd spolied, /
gwess [ ean ¢ stop you. Bus 17 cell yow thic: { love my wifs and [ kave to fis o
her abois Bhere [ going every night. ! loved my job, but [ ve taken an carly
eLirement. [ 10ve my deightir wore Lhan aRyERing i the Rord, but loan
Wait for her 1o feave for soliege bocanse [ Berrified that che 1 be the one to
pay for has [ doimg.

70: triags, Kt @hanter- et ofy
From: driverd OO
Sufest: Ke: The Prive
From Wiiow [ 2:
> Thete b boen (o8 of disonscion here about te prive We Ve ol paid for owr “lerolom ™
>hut | W bet there '« one thing We Ve all g0t D common, [% even hac something
to do Witk
>rhe plurose of this cub-1st. How do you aliewnte yourcelf of the nightmares?
/1 bee gou
Sl get them 100, 00 40 you deal With the fear? The urye to look Witk the
sight #ll the
>, Just oy _know_%

| To: hunter.list@hunter-net.org
| From: healer]15 -
| Subject: Cell Phones
Driver300 wrote: |
| >They haven’t complained about the guns or the cell |
phones, either. '
- Understand that those cell phones are tapped.
cell phone is, effectively. The dlgltal ones are
| more secure, but don’t assume that they can’t decode
I digital s:gnals Best to simply talk in code and accept
i that you're being
Iwon’ tevengetm;ohoweasycellphonesareto]am

CHAPYER 2: SRYING SOULS

[ someching sentes you becaise It s unknonn, the sare Is to £no0 it.
1o e Horried wbowt them inding you, then 7o end [nd them. [ you re
#{14IR O What They Fe planning, make some plans of your own and forse
Ehoh 1O FeRst.

Ihastion feeds on inkstion. | €400 it. | ve seen 5t ik companies and
nAividunls. Ohee ok adopt # defsnsive, reacsive scanse, it v very kerd to
besome proastive again. Onse you predisate our choless on WheS the
MArEet 4065, oF 08 WAt qour boss 40es, or ok ket hour somperitor doss
You e (st your [reedom. You oan's do anything on your own: You need
othet peoble 50 el jou What to do. Thut o bud position 1o be.in any time,
BUE 18 ¢ even Worse In 4 ori0is. [ you dow ¢ have the expetiense 0 act, to
Bt Aeision — Ve & dimb AEoiciDN — YOI RN up 4 SIELING Aok Bhile
vhe 1St of the Borld luaves 4ok bekind.

Semilerty, aotion bagets action, Dow't know what you 7e doing ? Tinke
seps vo [Ind our. That v what my group i doing. When we fnow what &
foappening, We 1 Enon the best Wil to dea! With 7¢.

This s Wiere coomiork: ea really help. Uour parthers oan Weteh your
DRSK. LfOlel PRITHELS S0 PIOSSSE (O WATTE Y0k Slesp. Lfous partners oan eeh you
i Drmed abowt DART the enemy s doing,

! Wgive you s businecs example. [ ve seen thic # dozen times. ¢ really
doss work. The worid e full of cmart peobly Bho don's work o their
potential beosuse they leok colf-sonfidence. W you do Is take 2o
Deople and get thewm 0 rely on sach other. Before wccigning them
LogoLher, yOu MAKE SUIE ok STIEss 50 chok KOW SOmPELEnt and easy to
Work WIEh the other one iv. Then, het theyf e LOgether ach one sk soe
Ehoe BrI{Tiee i BhE OTHE! EARE REfther oak soe it himsellt OF hercelf: for
Lhe benel e of Memphiv. ['ve set up groups or partuetehipe fike thiv more
Thak Onse 4 keard Lock people in It tell me how the other one “really”
A wli the Bork.

W 0w o iow Weatnesses and e Aide Lhem [Foke Others, so e &/l tend
10 LHIRE Be Te J555 SOBMPELENT Ehan LAOSE 10und s, [t § HOT Erue, but that T4
mavset for another day. For noW, to feel seftr, [ind some others lite 4ok to be
WILH WA BT i1 Ehehy WHEN liow di, & EPUSE I yousselff.

ConsIDERING PRACTICALITIES

Su‘:jut Inherent Dansers
From: teacher193
Te: triage. {ist@l'luntcr—net.org

f have to agree wn.h As}u’am that trying to set up a support organisation {or
I:Iw, amictzcl wou[cl l‘x su{c{cla[. H such a group coulc[ !Jz L&rougl‘lt into ex{stence, l
!x[ievz L['lzy woulc{ Fl«:we c{onz it [or t]!emselves alreacly, 50 itls zither {mposs{lo[e or
alrea!:!y in p[ace. /:\s it is, t}lougl'l. you‘c[ neec{ to pul:»licise the t]ﬂng somel‘now‘
mention specf[{c times anJ p[aczs, y::ulcl Le tracl«cl down and murclerecl Lz{ore
youzven]'lac[l:{metotal(eslocLo[yoursurrounc[ings. He[pins many !ssurerthter
than }mlplng [zw [::ul. I'IZIPiI’lS few 15 Eztter than kz[ping none,

YOu a[so pre=suppose that a“ o[ l[‘lz amicted can be ]u[ped. LI‘OUS]’I{
rounc! to our way o[ t}Hnl(ing. an& {ausht not to |1arrn ]'mman{ty. T]‘latrs
nouz. Lut [ranL[y stuptd. I contest t[‘lat not even all people are rea“y,
gznuinel[y human. Don‘t et me wrong, r'm not la[Ling al)out any Eio[ogical
prec[ispositicn or ct}mr ngotec{ nensense. Evzry person !1as I:I'lz potential, at
l:irtl‘l, to !)c a {u[l I'luman l}zing. No[ a” 0[ tl‘lem manage to rea[isz l."lis
poss(!:»i[{ty. thoug[‘l. Fcr every two peop[e who grow to maturity with a
genuine sense c{ I:i‘lz{r own wort]‘| a.ncl o[ thz importance o{otiwrs, t[‘:zre is one
wko reac]’le! aclu[t]'mod wltl‘l a cleep-sealecl Ee[te[ tF\at otlm—s do not matter,
that t]'m;r are somehow less real. |‘ve seen it in the classroom.

T|1i$ slwulc[ [)e our measuring Stir,l( [or Wl‘lzlhtl‘ a creature is wortF\

tryingtosave. _’ust asa [ot o{ tl‘le population isnot lnhzrznt[y hu man, many

oh W,
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of thz a”[ictzd are in["lerently hu mar. There areso ma ny o{t[}em‘ and so [ew
of g, that we have a duly to concentrate our effort wherz it wi“ clo tl'le
greatest 300&, T]’lat means we shou{c{ stopworrying about tryingto |1e[p tl'n:
{ntractal:»[e anc[ [eave thzm te thz [ess tenclar mercies of our mi[itanl Lrath'
remn. f suppose it migkt be possil‘)!e to pzrsuaclz even t['nz most [‘lorrible.
c{{zd-ln—lhz—woo[ murdering monster to regain some or a“ o{ its [ost
]'luman{ty. But it wou[cl take a Ions. Iong time. In the same time, you mig[‘nt
have l:zen ale tosave ten or bwenty otl\ers, ones wIw Were more sympat[\etic
anc] closer to t[':e rest ofus. y::u have to do t[\e math and ook at t[‘lz ca“ing
sensil}[y. We can.t }lz[p everyone. Wc tanlt even ]‘lE[P EVETYONne w}lo
wants I'uz[p. Those we c[o help have to be prior{tisec[.

ft {sn'l always casy malcins t[mt type o{ clecislcn_ It's hard to turn away
someone in pain, or to al:ranc!on someone just Eecause tl'uey woulci Jemand too
muc‘\ eHorL ]l |1as to 'lgz Jonz. llwugh. or elsz you l:ztray many more. Tmcl‘n{ns
(sjust[ll« that. Many kids don'twanttolearn. T}ley're not intzrestecl. resentlul
of I:l‘le waste o{ time that tlw.)r t|1inI< you represent, or may!:e a Lit slow or
rebellsous, Pzrl'laps you could get t[ﬁrough to them i{you tried karc{, devoted your
time to t}lem. Perl‘uaps you :ould li[t l}!em up out of tjwmselvzs, I'Ie[p them to see
the !:»zauty O{Lnow[zclsz. give them a future. Butto c]l.oso. you would have toleave
Ezl‘linci se\feral otl’lers who alrea&y want to l(now, w[‘to ['iave potent{al for
greatness, anJ. stunt t[‘mm with your neg[e:t.

y:;u [\ave to }mlp t]-losz wl'\o f'nave I.he lazst cl‘lancz of making use o[ your
|1eIp. So. [il(e aH teac}lars‘ I quicLIy learnzc’ to respect freedom a[ c[wice.
Wl‘lm Oocl creatzc{ t|1is world, l’l¢ gave us {rcz will, it is not {or uste ta]ce th{s
freedom away. ”a cl‘ll!cl does not wantto[earn, t[\at{s his<hotce. Wereitjusl
he am:l I. I could turn E\{m arouml, [I. tsn‘t, tl'lougl'-. TI‘IZI‘E are thlrly ot}lers in
zacl‘n :[ass. tens of :lasses. I Jon't i'mve t}m time to waste on }Hm, S0, lcncwlng
w}lat I'lfs chofce means, Lnowtng the way I‘lt dooms Limsz”to poverty, resent—
ment, rnay[;e even crime anc! vto[znce. I [zt le turn |1i5 Bacl( on me, am_“ cID
w[‘lat] can tosave t[’tose w[\o appreciate Le{ng savec{, f use my time to the best
aclvantaga o[soc{ety. TI’lOSz units wlw cl‘lcosz to drop out — usuaHy inte the
qutter — arca procluct ol the system that decides how [ must spenci my time,
[tisn't iJeal, but there is no better solution to the pronm of education. Thie

is t['tz Eest so[uuon tlaat kralned rat{onal mincls !'uwe 'bun al:\Iz to Jevise.

From: donor144
To: triage.list@hunter-net.org
bject: Self-Righteous Bitch
1 always hated teachers, and now I know why.
‘That’s the most monstrous fucking thing P've ever |
I heard. Who are you to choose who gets the help they |
| need and who doesn’t? You make me sick. It’s people §
 like you who crapped on me all the way through high |
| school. You thinkyou're so goddamn saintlyand noble, §
| making your little sacrifices. I didn't choose to get
. n schqol, you teachers forced me into it, and
- a fucking number.
hat? The stuff I learned skipping and
ha ‘been a thousand times more useful
anv' stuptd classes. If I'd pald more attention

_ last week because of it. Did it |
you're doing is programming |
ends and 1 are a thousand

Our cauing is exacl:[‘_r the same. Our sca[ is to educate t}lc a[“icted,
Lzac[‘m t[wm how tointegrate with humans Ey rising up [rorn the gutter. W:
can do lI‘lZ most gooc[ Ly Fm[ping those w['zo wi“ let t!\emse[ves l)z ['ie[pecl,
who want to lind the way home. Every one of the penitent we he[p repre—
sents a saving o[ not just t}mt sou[, but of a“ I.I'Le Itves t|1at creature would
ot]‘mrw{sz }uavz rutned. “ someone were to oHer you tl‘la power to save one
person or the power to save one hundred pzople, which would you choose?
There is nct[ﬁng to consider or wonder about. We do the best we can.
T}lzre is no other option.

Movives For REDEMPY 10N

The nowspaper prinsed & soathing edicorinl about * qang orime " in our
Juieraity. (1 EnoN e e KOS pPOSEA 20 reven] hikte abokt our losation, biss
! Flgute that Just about every wajor eity has an editorial ke thet fairly
orken. ) The maior has promiced more poliee, bt uniese his eXgro cops earty
or05ces ohdl holy Water, | &on s Lhink it s going b0 do 4 1ot of fook.

Joan’t believe e e the only ones 0ko £now about this. “LoR riders "and
“pangster disepiee "aren s committing thece mitderc. £ 5 the waling dead. /
LUK KHOD RARE JIavelsird Llitly 7e sOming [Fom.

Rigger, 11 qou e on this 115 now and 4ok weed any more Jastifloation for
defending “pylons, "1 4 iike to invite qou out here to listen o how & fourteen-
year-old soreams when Kv arm Is torn of by & 2omble, [f you ear (ster 10 thet
and sy, “Nope, | chorlin s get bvolved, " then chere & wothing more [ oan do
Jor gon. [f thes dossr ¥ ke yow flel pity, L0 Make ou el t0 40 sometiing,
HO RIOUHE OF 01 FHiNg IS 20eF JOING L0 SONUNEE YOK.

/don ¥ thint Oracle s on this cub-iice: [ comeone v I consass With Aer,
cah yols ask her 0 emai] e privavely T Traveler, if you re.on here, | 4 ke qour
wdize, Or anyone who was wt New Dion,

[ don't think this I elpotly the some Thing, Dut parcs of RSt they
dessribed sound really shmiler. W, too, have coch & dozen or wors shitits riding
01 & cingle sonpse. But Where the ones yoi diseusced seomed 20 be Flghting, [ ve
SEL/S SOME CONDRYS BAere Ehe MufLibi Spirits seemed 20 be cooperating.

Moct resently, 0 Pers folloRing & zomble With four ghosts on % We iere
hoping e M find ot hat 1t Wias looking for— the “ s " thAt some people
e talied ibott. Bt It st Waleed up bo the busk of ah aparthent budlting
and isked the door i, and then It started Kiling peoplt.

THhis és foard 20 WHlte wbout. . . hard to Ehiné abowt really, oo if it does ¢
sompletely make sense, please anderctand, When e sen it Kok the door i, e
moved afbor it sausionsly. We ditn T Rant to alest or #lkras something thet
Ol bach throwgh a heavy steel door. { Did/ mention it Vas one of those met!
dooreZ) We didn s sturt 10 run kil We heird the sereams.

When e got there, it had wiready £iled the hisstand, of the family. 1t
looked (ks & single prnsh 0 the shect had orieshed 4z 1ibs. 5 0as going aber the
WiTehenons of us stopped v, She uced the stuty, the one shat freczesthem. The
1est of e hd gunts. W yelled et the Roman and her £5ds o got ot of the ey so
We s0uld ctart shooting.

Thhen the hishond sat ip. | hadn s notioed that he i & gun. e Bes
0N 50 SKOOE 0K 07 U, BUsL | guuess he ohanged his mind. 176 bhrned the g ok
ki 0n datghter, mstend.,

“Daddy, " she soreamed, | ean seiil hear hor soream. He smiled s he
Piiled the Lhigger.

[ 105 ook Witk the sipht, s { cowild see a soirit detwsh itself fom the fire
zomdbleand unionarther, The it zombiecilliad twoof Tecorginal four. Oneints
Hthe father. Cverything s orzy, bict [ remender the ghoct looking ibationt &%
L1tk 20 do Somethiveg 0 the ELle g, | guaess che Wasn & done dying 4et.
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Tt 1est sonsenirared on the father — the one With the gun, [ thiné
agibe the Blow BhRt Kiled the body Weakensd it | hope shat ¢ how 7t worts. [
STRIBIEA OUer 80 the ir and Eried Lo 4o e wid,

Then polioe aars pulied up. We sl them thiough the fhons windons. We
AL L0 08 01T OF There, SONE LN, WERT 4P LRE RIS b UL the bk fire ecoabe.

We did ¢ have 20 gofir. [ had 2 guisk ehange of elothes on me. ( Thands
for the e, Flame. ) A orond vas gushering, and onse e ot into that B iere
e, W aoiid see them hauiing ous the E00 Bodies With their frose sovered, and
W S the EEiE girl Eaken 0 Ve hoqpilta! — the one sibse by. The one e vk
beiiige it 7 Ul of onker things.

We can something efce, too. The tio dead bodjes ctill had spivits
alinging 60 Lhes. | ginesc It OnlYy Stands o reason shas 20mbies Bouli now
Ao 20 pliy dead,

Who vo Hee»?

So, t]"te question t[‘len l:secomes l‘lOW [a] eva[uab: lhz amictzc[. How to chicle
W]lzt]‘tcr or not ti'ley want to be ]'mlpeEI. How clzep[y mire«q in l[m‘ T ways tlwy are.
h‘s Cli”lculh anc” Juess that everyone is going to I‘lavc lheir own way o{workins
it out. DrierOD, {ranuy, sounds like he's more inclined to aggression than
racon:i[lation. l:or al[ |1is stories, he Joesnlt seem to ]'mve givenany 1}10u3[1t to what
sortol pchr.e t|1e afflicted l'le is watching aciua”y are. I agree t]mt izcciins offbabies
ancl E{i”ing cll{lc[ren i= v{le‘ l}u[ I I:I'Hnlc{l.s wroeng lodamn a“o{lllz group witlwut
spzaL{{ng to any o[ thzm.

Spea[&ins persona“y‘ ! try to l(.eep angyezon tl’le amictet{ [era coup[e of weeks,
For examp[e, I‘m watching six of Ll'lem at t]‘le moment, a spirit, [our other dead
pzop[e, ! L)zheve. ancl some sort of c!emon[c—lool(ing t]-u'ng_ The c!eacl seem o ]‘lave
normal intz“igence —oratleastdoa gooc{ impression of it— and t}ley c]ing to
cachother. ['veon [y been watc}ains them for a lew clays. [ try to spenc{ halt an hour
or 50 every clay with each one, to getan tdea of the sort of person it is.

[Lrs not A[’H{cult to get an ic’.ea o[ I'mw corrupt somecne {s. H you Walch a
c{rug—&zaleroutsic[e the school gates, it becomesobvious that this ts someone who
gaveup [\ishumanit}ra long time age, There'snot cnough timetotry te help such
a person, Tl'm alﬂfclec[ are much the same, “[ see acreature ahout tocommilsome
sort o[atrocity, | dowhat! can to drive it offor ]‘le{p the victim alterward. | have
lllz healins l:mzalll‘ and ['\'z managzd to stop a [aw peop[e from clymg ol t]‘lEil’
injuries. T]’:at alune ma[(zs it a“ wDrthw!‘l{Ie. ][a c{emon‘s allac[( is unprovolceel
or nzzc”zss!y sac[isuc, [ take ¢ off the list Sooner or [alzr. onc of the [rot]'lins
lunatics will gelb to it “ iL's particulariy unpieasant, [ send details on it in an
anonymous note to t]‘losa savages wl‘mo !(i”ec{ 1]1e 3ir[ I was ta“cing to. I'm sl:l“ too
cross to taH( to t}!em, Eut l!‘ley can Eje usz[ul.

:A\ssumins a ereature does not engage in needless violence or otherwise
demonstrate frredeemable 1n|1umanity, [ make some sort o[apprcach after a few
wzzE(s. T[}e Questlon i5 a great way of mal(ing the amictecl stop ami LJ‘Iinl( a!:out
!Flemse[ws, anc{ tl.s a gooel entry point i[youlre c[ea[ing with just one. Or]'lerwisz,
I try te asszmue a {zw pl‘lotos or ol!w,r images that represent the !:est o[ ll‘w. [luman
conc{ilion. in hopes lhal. mighl stri Lz a chorc[ with the afflicted. [ eave ll'nzse items,
a[ong Wﬂl‘l a note encouraging a return to Iwmanity‘ ata p[ace wl'uerz Ll'le target
Wi”[indl[lem.T[‘le(Jeacionzsrmwalchinga[lszemquitzyoung.anc{tl‘lzy [ooHi[(e
they came [rom mic{c“e—c[ass ]wmzs. So, Ilvz satlmered l.ogzt!’mr pictures o[ [ami[y
lllz.CIm‘stmas. a p[easantevzning down atthe pula‘ anclﬂcoup[e u[snapso”ovmg
coup{zs. anc[ !lm geing to pop lhe envc[ope unc[er t]lz winc{scrzen o[ their carwiti’!
anote rernindlng them]‘ww muc]’1 t}my‘re missing —assuminglhey c{on'tsudc[en[y
show t]’lzmsz[vzs to E:e maniacs.

Wl‘.ether the approach is l)y a nole or l[lz Quzstion. tllz goal is to qet to
a pcintw]‘lere wecan s[tr:lown togetheramicalﬁly ancl cliscuss li{e. peop[zand the
future. yQu need to establish some sort of trust, just as with kids starting cut on

Jrugs. ”tkzy c!on‘twant to Ea[L. and ll‘lzy re[usz to lel mein, wz“, aftera ccuple

o Winy,,
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o attempts [ leave them to it. No point wasting time en those who don't want
to be ]‘le[pec[. I{I can get them ta“ctng thougl-u, listen to tham, try to oﬂer suppoert,
l.l'len mayl:e I <an lep t[\zm rz[orm. f'rn mli«‘ng to two a{ﬂictzd at the moment,
and wesitdown ancl quite openly discuss neecls, |1un3zr5 and !wmam‘ ty. I've not
manased to persuac[e anyone to giveup their ways completaly. butone o[the two
has cer:ainly l:rzcomz more sympathetic toward pzop[z. [Im notgeing te give any
cfeta{ls |1zre, lm:ause t[\e cl‘uances are i{ ] clc, ”l encl up l:eins used as Lait {or
anot]‘ler execution.

So‘ {ns[wrt.. ] try appmaching t}le amictec{ rat{ona[[y. [M‘:ey responcl in [(1 ncl,
[ clo evzrytl'l{nsl cantotry to [wlp t}lem. ”tl‘nzy react l:rar,li)r, [ regrzt{u“y lzave l.;\zm
toit Fortunate[y. [ c[on'L seem to l)e apa rlicu[ar[y high—priority target for l.|1¢ more
v{clzntones, anc“ havzn.l Leznser{ous[yatmcicecl. ltwoulc{nltstopmz[rom trying
to wor!( with other amictzcl = I havz to help — but it's certainly a lot easier to
continue if you haven't been Emﬂy injurzl:l.

As an astc!z, I note [rorn tI‘lE ol:its cqumn o{ the Even{ng News I.}latcne
of my olc[ associates Iu\s Leen I(i“ec[ e uLoca[ Man Commits Suic{cfe” was
how tlw paper put it He was never prone to c{zpression. 50 ] I'lave to lI'III'IL
somel]ﬁing made }Hrn r:{o it A s!‘name, but he was a psychoti: [rother. rea[ly. I
do feel SOrry for his [amt‘[y‘ t[-.ousl-._

Brmeme vHg Lost ARounD
Dont tee ths ﬂ\ewrmg way, Teacher, bt b ot 50 arrosaan fosayuﬂms

worthyof helpand whoisnt lused o thinklie thet, anditled fomeldingalotof people.
I Hhought nry bfe was wor hmore than thers.

Psyouknow, ! spendmy fime moving from place to place, mbucky hert answering
The draft ddn change ry day fife o yob | ddntherve any rouline fo brezk, any loved
ones topratectorhide from, anyreefhome or things folookaf fer. | dontevenstickwith
The same fruck al the time, pstwith ihis old porfable computer for myemad Most of

you probably cant magne, with your roots frombefore sunk so deeps

In fact. my work really helps n the service, That drectly contradicts what
Driver said about givingup his job,but! quesshes some sortof m type.and
bis job was probably more infense than mine is, | dont have any area that | feel
obligated To look after, so | dont getinvolved in our polities or the cregtures. |
dont getfo know any parfiedar sifuation real qood, The way! understand the cal
fits my sifuation, ﬂ\ough

See, 1 dont ry fomake nudqments, Ore of the things they teach you inboot
campis fo follow orders without question. Theres a lot wrong with that, espedially
when your orders are o hurt someone, bt quess trying Yo accep? things a1 face
value has rubbed of f onme, Hs PrEHyvi‘}a! udwenyou lmv@’furdyonoﬂ’\efs 10513);
ahve.mhere tofry o case as muchpainas| canlive mylfenow according foa few
smple rudes. Frst, | tisten fo anyones problems, provide a shodlder fo cry on, and if
theres anything useful 1o say | sayit.

Second, | ry fo remind the lost how good it s 1o talk When | spend some
Fime wartching one, the hings that she really misses fromher oldlifekind of show
upin the way shelooks atpeople and things, in the way she behaves. That sortof
knowledge is backed up by our creators, [ Think, You can Feel it when youve got
the right thing and thats 2 good way of starfing a conversation. of knowing the
right things o saye

Thrd iry fotak peop{e outof violence if | see a Situation larewwg. Ive Sof
2 knack for calming Folks down, even when theyre flying of f the handle, and thet
provesresluseful. Bod or the Heralds or whoever blessed me with the ablity fo
Yurn an angry hand. When viclence doesnt prove o be an option. theres not much
left Yo do butHak

¥ ouhave to remember thet fols love fo Tak about themselves, partiadarly i
youreahylsten Towhattheyhave tosay.if you ke the fmetocare shoutthem. Thats
25 ¥rue for thelostasitis for amyone else. We alneedconfact, remember ?In fact, the
lost are offen more keen 1o 12l orce you get them fo open i

Py

So.oncel Fhirklve got adearidea of something that one of the af fictedmisses,
I qo aver andchatwithhim redl friendy ke, and ring up that thing asif by charce, Then
Tertthemn Tk about the thing theymiss, and shout anything else they want o As they
hkwrm&eﬂriﬁﬂonaﬂanger&’ahou‘fofﬂm

By the e they firish they get o thinking maybe everyone elseisntasuseless
a5 they thought, and they qo of £ on 2 high Hry o bring them some peace. Bive them
backsome of whart the worldhas aken from themu[hope tmakes themthink twicenext
Fime they consider uSing or hurfing Someare,

Fmightbe good if | could spend more fime in one place and falk ke thet reqularly
witha few of the lost, But maybe it wouldnt help rmuch more, and maybe theyd feel
more nervous about opering up To me f they knew Id st be there in the morring,

When!come throughaplacefve beenbefore. | Hry tokeep aneye open for any
lostthat | recogrizes Every so of fen | find Someone, and sometimes theyre
To see me, If they arent, well I SHl of fer them the chance to talk, 1o explain why
theyre angry or unhappy.

Because mmoving around. ! dont gt Ho see how much ef fect what [ do hesin
Hheong term.bn the short term, | can see the pain! relieve, the lonefiness thelp ease, and
thats whet keeps me qong,  remermber how much dif Ference it made withry buddies
from the war, how tistering fo them for arightwouldmake themmore stable for aday
o wau Ireatybelieveit helps the lostkeepa sense of balance. foos Helping fo ease the
lonelness and the painis whatifs al dbout Hs the greatestbuzz.in the world,

Ve Ocp Lire

U ious heard God taiting 0 yos out of o Dirning blusk, and ke t0l4 ok
20 g0 20 the Ked Sen and besome @ fTshermn, Would you do i 2"

[ don s remenber Where | ead or heard Ehat saping, But it sechs plecty
PECVINE FO Ot STEUaLION. s [y s [ soMosiied, Lhere s only o fonorable
aniier, and ehat s “Ues, | 4o it. "/ cuppose if you veren  religions ot might
Bt yoursell T BT THhs Kearest asyilum, Bt the OAE AHsHEr EART s0UI weverbe
Hight e 20 Just fpnore it.

As pier o5 [ conoerned, the onll is presoy mioh the same. T rying to live
a8 [ KON hittpened i the HOISE Kind of hyposrisy. Skre, you have Lo kecp up
AEPERIOHEES 0 Y0k HON T become # targer. Bus qoing to Work? Volmseering 7
HHitting the links for & [oR roinds of golf 7 That §parely incane When gon nop
Yoic e s o infecoed ROV, [ someons Was dying of hIT and | ad @ santecn
of wiater, | Vowidn ¢ seve 7t 20 ash my sar. THat ml sound silly, bt ¢ 5 the
saie hitg. | vt L0 90T, b0 cave LAOSE 0RO 8am. T 6ave Shemselves.

[ sentioned bofors that ! Ve tatenanearly resirement. Myiife thinés e
niass. She wants o £now Wiy | i fking Weights and jogging #ll of the sudder.
( Sk st & found the gions, and lhope she doosh 1. I/ vetolbher  nvolinteer-
g AORREODM, WOHEING [DF A1 OFFANIZREION LARYE S EIYENG L0 BOVens sohoo! tal,
HASTHELY. That, and Lrying vo keep mi blood pressure dodw, [ think they 7e
qo0d eXplses. She dossn ¢ Hant to 106 Pever o pay Fan, it they ¢ servainly
Lboring enough that ohe won t drop i on me or (Rorve ) try 20, /oim we. Lying vo
her tears me 4, but [don s tRINE | e got any real eholse. She s not s out for
Lhis type of business.

The real irony ic thet e doing something thet Wil help more
shildren that & million dolers in senool takes, and KOV even wy ok
dalighter cats E1oW L.

Necoriarme T erms

YOu called me arrogant TrucI(er, and mayhz [am toan extent, but | have
now given up evzrytl‘ufng I was to answer the summons, am“ thinu'w earned t[’te
ri5|1t to Jecide I'IO’W to answer {L So you were in v{etnam or Korea or W[‘ltl‘e\-’zr.
ch've scen some horrible t}ﬁngs. YOu've been left with patl-o[osica[ insecurities.

Fine. To me, it sounc{s Ii[« your summaons I'Ié\SI"llt ma&e mucI‘l cm{erznce inyour li [e,




You hac{ nal.l'ling, 50 you I\a& not!‘u‘ng to [ose. T}mt.s not the way {kwas [ar me.
Alter i-lz[ping that fest time, ] {cuncl mysz[[ p[ungec{ inte ha“.

I‘m not [ooldns [orsympnt[‘ly. Werw a”. LEZI‘I lhroug}l t[\c }wrfor o[ rzvela—
tHon, t['ze "xorriue cliscovery ﬂmt t]w wor[cl is (ar s{ckzr. {ar more c[iseaseJ tl‘lan we
ever dared think. Itls a horrible awaIcenlng, ancl I I‘lacl rea[ ({{H{cu[ty coming to
terms will-: it. f wanteCI to pl‘mne tl‘le sovemrnentat{trst, orMIS, any!)ocly, ancl l.z“
tI'lzm D{ tl'le p[asue tI’aal was a”. ar‘oun& us. Then, ofcoursz, ] saw a po[iczman ancr.
realised that they were amictzd, too. Fromthe re,itwasa [airly caty co nclusion that
it went all ll‘ueway to d‘le top.

Tl-.rougl-. {taﬂ, ] managed toc[ins to who! was l:»y remzml:ering the pain a.nr:l
ccn{uslon o[lke spr’n’linst’c{e Rol)ert. W]len ]stum!}[ecl onto hunter—nzt. it[z[t[{!(e
| was joining the French Reststanceto [ight the Nazis. It gaveme '_-'Omef_['lil'ls tocl[ng
to ancl lﬂe prauc[ o[. My Loy[riend anc[ l ha& l:»em cl.n'{ting apart, and tlrnen f
cou[c{n‘l. thinl( o[ anything tosay to Ium t[‘lat mattered. ] tried going ‘)ack to worL.
but it was point[ess, How could | care about 3C‘S poor sraclzs? What ded i
mattzr? T]'le answer is, as Donor 50 ruc'z[y pofnta:c{ out a {ew clays aqgo, it ciozsn‘t
matter. I :[wugl-ltl was Ee{p{ng‘ but| rza[fsec' Iwasn.h sof kan&ed in my notice and
have spent my last month I:ur{zcl in t;m I(Lmry‘ lool((ng [Or answers, c[ues or even
['tin[:s. [ managzc[ to arrange contlnue(l Access, W[ll'\‘.l'l szrw.cl me wz“.

T]-w place I I[ive in now {sa [ot cl‘ueaper than my ou house, and it's got a
{asc{natl ng sz[ection o[ insect I{[e to Leep me company. I ]1ac[ a nest eqq set as(t.Jut for
retirement. | hat meney should last for a while. | tliousht about trying to get some
]‘mlp and support {rom my Ir{mtls, But ] woulc[n‘t wish thison anyone, let a[onz on
peopIe | care about. The th{ng that's Lept me going has been iy quest to ]-leIpA ['ve
l)e en aue tosavesome llvzs [rom infury, as f said ea r[izr. TI‘le rewas Rc I:e rk, too, ancl
I conso[e myszH t}lat perhap& l couH have Iu[pe& tl'lat girl i[ tl'lose animals I'lacln't
L:i [lzd Ilzr. l t‘s thatthou 3!1t that getsme outo{ Lecl every morning, lE‘Iét I'le[ps toma E<z
sense o[tlﬂs{nsanity— t}!z possil)l [lty t]‘latclespite a“ t}le pain I [ee[, l mis['ltl:;z al:’.z
to Le[p someone toclay. I” }ﬂc]e, curl up and wait to c[ie, t}len itls suarantezc! that

From: alicel196
To: teacher193
I Subject: Re: Negotiating Terms
Teacher, please don't do this. You know in your
_heart that it’s wrong, which is why you're telling us
bout it. The road to Hell is paved with good inten- |
tions, remember? Your job should be to show this |
 being that violence is not the answer. Don't let him
| tempt you from the true path. This is the sort of course §
that can taint your soul forever. You're talking about §
picking targets for a murderer. That’s not right. The §
I law calls it Conspiracy and holds you jointly respon- §
| sible. If you do it, you'll always regret it.
If it’s drug dealers you're worried about, pass their |
Il identities to the police, to anti-drugs groups, to neighbor-
i hood watch groups, to newspapers, to TV consumer shows,
| toanyone who will listen. Make it too hot for them to keep
Hl itup. Ifit’s the money that attracts you — and it’s sad that
H weallneeditsomuch, butstill true and unavoidable—then
§l consider alternative options. There must be some.
i Therearewaystoact thatdon'tinvolvesuccumbingto

i evil. Wheredoes Ltstop?lf youkillall the drug dealers, what
§l then?Just as you're trying to save this lost soul, perhaps it's
il oying to corrupt you. Did you ever think of that?

— “Curiouser and curiouser, said Alice.”

CHAPYER 2:

l Wonlt l:e o[anr use to anyone. We a“ I'lav-z to Jiz sooneror [ater. f” can mal(z
a Jiﬁerznce‘ then 'm lulli [ltng my potzntial, cloins somelhing te gznuinelychansz
the world for the l:ettzr, even il it is justina small way.

l Lo[d you a coup]e o[clays age that l.w been ta[ldng to two [ust regu!ar[y.
Last nlsl‘lL one o[ tl‘lzm mac{e me an oHer. Wz'vz I:bezn c{iscussing our [i{zsty[es
(a[though ! am as vague al:out us as l’le is aI)Dul I'l{S !({nc[). Alt]\oug!\ tl‘lzre are
severa[ p[aces wl'lzre we c{isasree, and a few potnts whzre }w simp[y cioesn't
understand me, we do strons[y agree that children should be allowed to grow up
without l:eing preye& upon or abused. He's offered to try to make amends for hs
past transgressions Ey evening the score a l)lt, eliminating some of the evil peop[e
who harm children in the city. Hes La“dng about the dmg dealers in partlcuIar.
both ours and the [ost, who sell to kids. He's also alter the pimps who picL up kids
once t}xey'rz junlq'zs. [ |<_now afew o{ these scum {rom ti\z schon[, and :“ {Jenll{y
t]‘Lzm. I'lz'[[ Lill them. [n addition to helpins save c]'li[clren‘ [ could turn the money
taken from the abusers toward somethi ng useful for the cause. | am very tzmptzcl to
take him upon hisoffer. [ knowe t]'ley teach thattwo wronsgs don'tmakea rig!’nt, but
mayl}e that‘sjustpart of the programming fo l(eep ustame. [ could Ilz[p ]'wrz, get rid
of some o{ Lhe true monsters w}w |1a rm the youns, r{cl sociely o{ some ol its zvi[. f told

]’I{I'H ”[ mal(e a clecision L»; tomorrow nigInL

Rensonnsts Losses

Kipsan has gosten 4 los of flak for his letest ecoapade i Pennsylvania. /,
[Orone, Ehink he did the right ching. Sometimes jonsan s do it neat wnd ity
Sometimes yov ean. t got all the information befbrohand. Sometimes jou have
10 80E [TOk THONIHEE AIA KODE DY Ehe boSt — N EHEL Icais Lhet SOmetimes
40k AR T get the best outsome.

Mictiakes ate ade, Torrible tragedice happen, But jou can t biame him
[0r & b Fesiult TARE e didn T 0anE and had no ay to predize.

11z postod what kagpensd — With & plee for hefb, remember! — and wishin
KOU/S Eibe iR iiSe Is oiogged ith replies sondemming hits. [hope he got as many
privete replies offering ¢ hels, bt somehon / doube . He didn ¥ say he was
DIowd o7 by RITH KOR Things thined oat. Far [rom It. But ol peopls ean do
I Blame him for the lovs of sivilian bivod,

[ sy, o onre wbois the vinerabie? stead of compleining that there
I 4 LT 802 Solution, KoR wbowt striting at the prodlew itself Cven if you
believethar Ripcaniae ctupidorsarslose (and sinse lvncn there, | mnot going
sofudge ), he asteA Witk honorable intentions. Thus smorsthan/anscey about
# vervain wight shitk OB-GiN.

Someof Yok say it Sunsonseionndle 10 sk the (ives of the Sind, [y, how
I POCCIDY o avOed T Eotery monster that Walks Iea Hisk Lo OrEimary beonl,
K by doing nOThiNg W Je Chelr bassive partners. Sure, & Dln way 40 Drong,
DU that ¢ wo eXpuse B0 never try. Eleiie san g0 Hight, too,

My targezcarsina dogpine! Some of them don b ever leave 6. There swo
Wil 80 ROF AFRINST Lo WIEHONE pAvTng tie Batients Bhere #% 106 8% like
Shtgery. | L ravher ke One 2l out that might &5 or might save thas loave
Ehe paLIEHT 10 8 WIthoOWT hobe.

T'iic LosT AND THE CRIMINAL

I suppose fheres truth fo what Teacher says thet! havent had my fife or my
views par ficlarly changedby the call butrotin the ways shemeans. e seen the world

asapretynasty place for thelast 30 years and! wasntrealy surprised folearn fhe

forlomn are everywhere. If anything wakingup o reafly pustqaveme 2 specific foaus
for my need to make things betHer, Finall, here was 2 whole bunch o sous who

obviously neededhelp, and who were easty dertified. The worldis ke amaggotyanple
iHooksbeautfl fromadistance butupdose youcanseeal thebadness. H doesrtmesn
its usly ﬂnﬂxH‘swa’*h F'ghfna forHsnot worﬂwkﬁns for, mﬂi\s'ﬁhﬁi’r'ﬁ worth
fighting for. Thars been a great strength fo e,

SAVING SOULS
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i dlarmed by theidea of pitting Thelost against ariminals. Thars fhe same sort
of corcept thats led o vidlent, Boody wers fhroughout history, The people who we
rermm!ﬂassoodpeqkudwmdeagﬁxkdy!dprdﬁﬁermhﬂfwﬂare
fhose who didnt strike out desis, Bands, Mother Theresa, Florence Nighfingele, They
didnthire ders. They reached outnlove, Tried fo fouchlves for the sake of fouching
{her, and made the world beter. Thats whet we should am for.

There seems 1o be confusSion shout the dif ference between the lost and
buman criminals, Y ou can See i on Fhe main tist s well a5 on This one, We should be
very careful shout Sipping into evilin order fo try fo do good. Griminals are not
demons. Criminals are of fen extremely unpleasant, do a lo* of bad fhings, and make

ves afitHle darker. Theyre stfluman thoughfike therestof us.and they
can be rehablifated Most of them commit crime because they have no real choice,
Tor 2l the conservative 1ok about laziness and evl, the rich keep the poor in the
qutter, andilsnosurprise that the poor fry fobetfer themselves theonlyway they
can. Uriminals need education. They need fo be shown their options. They donfreed
Yo be kiled by demons or the dutiful

The lostarent criminals, either. As far ast can el theyre drivenby dark hungers
and theyre used o thirking theyre superior 1o the restof us. Thats bigory and if can
be goHenaroundby educartion parfieularly by showing themwere actualy decent fobs:
'fF‘Bueevenﬂ\ereaﬁypmwerfdaﬁaren’rnmhcﬁﬁerm’fﬁornmm;mﬁdarﬁ
odandcormupt but, deep down Scaredof the people. scaredof freedom.anddesperate
4o conrol the ob ject of their fear,

Everyone is really the same. Were al aware of ourselves, we afl feel pain,
we all want whats best for those dear to us, we all get scared or lonely. Thats
probably as frue for fhe lost asiitis for criminals or for us. As soon 25 you start
freatingother people as enemies, as animals thatneed fobe put down, youcreate
the conditions for war and you create more hared and suffering than you hope
fo stop. Loss of life is never acceptable, and should always be resisted. Thats
frue whether its civilians, dangerous criminals, vidous demons or anyone else,
There are no acceptable bosses.

Prdmoney pustmakes things worse.! wonder how tempted Teacher would
l:leou‘.Seher{rierﬂasmassaﬁﬁini{ﬂﬁewﬁmcadwhmhed.&re.ﬁw%
help is expensive, 1 always has been, That doesnt mean there are o optiens,
though, From what ! remember, you Brits have a prety good Social Security
system, Y our coun’ry wontlet you starve, There are plenty of poor among the
forgiving, but there are also rich ones ke Driver. If things get desperale, fry
asking for help, There are charities and support groups that might be able fo ease
the burden for you Ive heard that a group called the Rose Foundation is some
Tmes able to help, if you can discover how o gethold of Fhem. You might even
be able o find 2 job thatt suils the service, fike mine does. Resor ting to crime is as
wrorgasre&ﬁ’ngfnmdmnveworﬁishardan&nw _po'uiS‘Foe&Seﬂ’vanlmr&En
for everyone, not fo make it worse,

Y oulnow what the right thing s, Teacher. Y ouought o do it

PRIORITIES

We e been watehing dovnzown for 4 [iLLle over & MOKLH HOW — Bhek
Wy Wif's shinks |l “at the health slub " or “volunseering. " Thete seem
Lo be tio sonrees for the (oal problem. One i at the hospital, The other
i at the graveyard.

Both have dead things #round, but they Aon's siem 10 4ot the
same, The ones ot the hospital ceet & 10t more sure of vhemselves wid
hieve ore self-control. They #lvo seem 1o be # 102 ore adeps 48 tHeking
People and Walting wround I plain cight — some B Kight, some by 4oy,

The others are & lot wore smpuicive. Where the hospital monsters are
HIWOSE SUnNING, Lhe ONES RE the graveqard Juet stumble okt and Wreok
anithing they (. Meybe the hospitel ones used to be like the graveqard

Py

P8¢ Bt SHIVIVER 101 EHOGH 0O Feoover some intelligense wid fearh wore
powerTil trivke? [ cuppoce that s becile the point.

What matters i our dilemme, The main conserns [ e gotare ([ Jhere
S e Ao the oSt good, (£ ] Rhere san e a0t Itk least Hok o ousselves, and
(8 ) hers san e aet BIck che leass 1ok to 0okers?

Besed on all that, [ foouscing ok the gravegard. Lonitée & hosbita!
Fill of the siok wind Ifured, there aren’s ahy duinerable people in the
cemetery. True, the Things there are dangeroks — Flame, that supersti-
LI0N £DOWE Ehe HOT S70SSTIg Salt Ic absolucedy /el But their dunger only
WKL T O Ll fENE 10 Save peopie [om the. [ 06 1ot thew, Lhe graveurd
Aead BOLILTHSE Shishubie OUE A Hp #part everyone Lhey [Ind. Luokily, there
B1E EROUTH OF 115 — barely — Lhat e sak oep the perimeter wonitored 2 4
fours & Ay WIH some Rell-plased eamerss. [fone of them somes okt there v
G IACE OE OF 1S 0K BRY 10 Aen! BIbh Jt, And more san arvive, (We ve got
pagers. ) 8o far we ve boen fusky. When & lone chambler sried to got ot on
oy watoh, | Was able o conflise and Aiseracs it whtdl help arrived. s
BHIORE 8l had cucoess asking the dead guestions 7 Fore sesond, J ainost
seemed ke It oonll wnderesand me.

Aniyhon, be 7e feeping them tied up I thett preeey gook, pieking one
o/ now and then. The price of thiv fc Lhist We have 10 Cutts Ok broke ok the
Aospivul. We put & [ietle prescuse o Bhen B siun — [ 81y to Eeep & good olose
Watohon shat obstettician, butsofur [haven T hads shance 1o really shut hiny
down. 12 burns e b, but 50 far thete T flst o 0. As 5004 5 B Lake sare
of the immedinte denget, he s #elD.

STANDRRDS

Wz[[‘ that Ce,l'talnljf' seemed to toss tl‘le catinto l|1: pigecns, cl{cln't it TI‘ian;(
you a“ {oryour L[mug!ﬂsan:l input overthe lastciay orse. I was sl{ght[y a.rnusecl t|1at
t}le {ew pzop[e who encouraged me to accept my conl.a:t.s o“zr cl{cl not {eel al)le to
Jo 50 open[y. f mek my contact again Iast nlglﬂ., anc[ as prom(szc{ I gave }m’n my
(chision. .- lbut”[ qet back to that in a moment.

I wanttocommenton a Eew otl'ner points [irsl., I c{o not Lalievc t]‘lat a[l
o{ the afflicted are wortl'l saving, just as I cIo not Lelieve that a“ norma[
pzop[z are wort[\ saving. Scmz peoplz are Eac[. and some amictec{ are l)acl.
anc[ t}le worlcl wou[c{ be better o“ wttl'lout zlt[\er qgroup. I wou[d not weep
to |1ear tl1al. an ev{[ c!ernon was eating I-nis way through a gang o{ armzcl
rol)hers, and t}lz reverse wou[c[ not upset me, eitlwr, But tl'lere is a lot o{
difference between not worrying toe much about evil reaping its reward,
and actua“y I:zing the agent of death.

/\s [or money, w:“, I agree tl‘lal crime is not rea[ly excusal}[z. Wz're
worLIng tosave a¢ many pzoplz as we can, but we have been given this task
Ly a hig]‘mr power, not I'l{rec[ l:y t|1¢ peopIe we're he!ping. Przsumal)ly, if
t[\ey wantecl tl‘lis to 'be a paying JOIJ Ll‘leylcl giveusa sa[ary. ]‘m not al:oul to
stoop to crime to [um:[ my quest. Tlmre are aIways options t|1at cio not
invo[w causing more F\arm than 1s strictly necessary. I” havc te go on tl‘le
do[e. ”.[ g0 on t]'m cIoIz. It wcn't come to l}lat, thougk, I'm not a[one in my
quest, even i{my [asl foray into group worl-( was c{isastrous. I have {ounc' a
[ew othzr inclivicluals. more I{ke—mfnclzcl, wIﬁom I can worl( Witll SUCess—
quy anc[ Wl'IO are more interzstec{ in Emaling than were t[w [rotlurs f started
out wftl‘l, Although we do not wor!: toszthzr a“ tl‘lc time, we can get I:)r‘ at
leasl {or l}:e time |>z(n3.

To qet Laclc to my mecting, tlwugf'l — most o[ you were right. ] toH my
contact that | would not f«:lznti?y targets for ['um. and [ did not want him l(iuins
peop[z, even to haIp protect tl'lz vu[neral:[e. Hz pretenclzc[ to tal(e it [air[y we[[, l)ul
he was olwtous[y trritated and cl{smayec{.

f menttoned tl‘lz situationin chac’. outlinzs to t[‘m otl&er amlctch I talI( to. She

didn't say mucl‘n. but she looked close[y at me and sald. I'}/ar)u are l:z{ng offered




power.“l&idnrtth{nktoomucho[!tattl‘nzume‘—‘sl‘nzisusuanycrypl{c—Lut[awr
lwas t['dn1<ingaEcutpowzranrlll'lzwayitcorrupts.A[tzrthat.ltwasquitzan gasy
o[{cr to clecline.

lcan't prztzncl that [ wouldnt lmclzlishte& tosee some of those evil bastards
I(i”zc[, %ut l lF\ln]( tl'lz price o[ wl'nat l was o{{erzc{ was I'ngl\er than ] rea[isecl,

Actua“y. that leads me to the t}lorny question of standards and
codes. As most of you [(now, the teaching pro[ession is rzgulatzc[ Ly a
Wl‘lO[Z assortment o[ sulcfz[lnzs ancl rzsulatlons. Wz clon‘t F‘tavz any=
tl’ling liLz I.['tal: ‘Ur our wcri(, c!zspite t|1e [act l[’:at t]‘lzre are cle{inilz r[s[(s
anc[ prec’.icta!:[z c{angzrs. Thatls not rza“y surprising we‘rz not even
recosnizzé. Howzver. sulde[lnes anci cocizs can lje Va!ual:[z sometimes,
and it mig!ﬂ be worth giving them some thoug!ﬂ. Ol:wious[y. | don't
mean l[’:at wWe s[wu[cl sel ciown ruIes or anyl[‘ming Iil(e tl'lat =i WLD wﬂu[cl
po{icz t]‘lzm? = Ijut pzr!’laps we cou{c[ assem[’a{z a seb D[ suggestions emcl
guide[mes to }wlp Llwse o[ us who are new to lhe ca”, Mayl\e we couH
even give our more adamant lellows somet}nng firm to bear in mind to
]1e[p I:}lzm maintain a sense o[ perspective.

Anothzr topic tl‘lat‘s l:ezn concerning me, in [13}1t o)( l}:e last [zw c[ays. is
w}lat to cio i[ ong o{ us c[oes L)ecomz torruplec{ somel’ww. I l(now we'ue a![ ]1earc[
t]'uz rumors and stories — ll‘lz duti[u[ setting lhzmse{ves up as Iiving godc{esses,
seHing thetr abilities (in:[uc{ing healing powzrs) to the Lig[\esl Licuer, ‘orset—
ting the hunt, even worl(ins for the lost against I'luman{ty, hideous as that is to
consider. l¢ there anyt[‘dng we can do when that sort of abuse arises? Should we
]wwz seme sort a[coc{e {or dealing with t}w corrupt, &angeraus or macl, or stu H
we just bry to stay out o{ t]\elr way?

I[you l’navz any suggestions [or eit}ler tepic, emai[ tl‘lzm to me privatz[y. !.”
collate the responses, r.ompi[e them into a document and postit here to the Tr{asc
[isL We must a[[ I‘lave some Le[p{u[ aCIvlce or 300‘:1 ru[zs o{ thumi) to {ouow.

CHAPYER 2: SRYING SOULS

Caning FoR vhE Pustic

m really not sure that making 2 list of ways to carry out our duly is
useful. Thinss cbanse alot and were all dif ferent people, whether chosen or
lost, | can appreciate that there might be some bifs and pieces that would be
!1anr}y for new recruils fo know, but ! cant 'ne!p Jd'inkinﬂ that Teachers time
misth be heHer Spenjf Soing out and *ry‘nﬂ 1o hedl the lost, Hell, how can we
make up rules about a situation that we really dont even understand? | quess
we all have To follow our hearts,

One thing that! do want to 1alk abourt s the public, As we all know, theyre
blind To the realworld, and any evidence that things are not quite asreal as they
appear sends theminto a panic. | quess we were the same before. | really dont
Hhink thats Fair onother folks.Life ishard. Hshard for aflof us, Its extremely
dif Ficultheing chosen, butits no fwo shakesbeinglost, either, as Far as! can see
despite what some of them might tell you, Were allinterested here in helping
the public. Even Driver 3000, who seems o have some issues, won't disagree
with me on that one.

Hsour resporsbiity fokeep fhemourtof thisasmuchas we can Ay Time we fal
Yo, were y5ticreasing therr pain| quess sometimesit ustisnt possble to hide what

g from people. butalotof the fimeitis, You ystreed to actwithkindness.
You donl heve fo go and fzce down one of the lost in a ber. You can wait untl
afterward, in the parking lot, when theres not many people around. Dont ik that
rumbers provide any Safely, either, Few of the st seem o think fwice aboutos, and
theyl defritely atfack you in front of withesses. If you provoke a reaction in publ,
youre 55t going fo gt people by,

Imsureyouwontbe surprised folnow thetl ek doalotof thedharitable aswel
as Yo thelost, and!have friends from al over, One of my friendsin the Midwestisa
bitimpeduous kind enough but naive: Ive Spolen o her about staying low key, A few
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weekS aqo, she decided To Speak fo one of Fhe lost she saw inabar, She went over to
this gy and askedhow helhedbeing dead. She doesnt have the deep questioning fhing
that Teacher does. She was ystaurious. He snapped and starfed beating the shit out
of her right there.

! quess the locals didntlike Some guy beating up 2 woman, Y ou canimagine
what happened next, It furned info a damn brawl, The bar was more or less
wrecked, Ten Pm;ﬂe went 1o the 'noSpﬂal ir‘c'luding my friend and the 'Fning
wasn even hurt, The of ficial Exp1ana‘|ion the poiice gave was that he was on
crack, and everyone shook their heads sadly a1 that sort of trouble coming fo
Hheir town. My friend put nine people in the hospital. Im really Sorry for her,
bert its not Fair on them, either.

Wehaveaduly tokeepoutof the publics way. Y oucan Tate thetasasubmission
for your fstif youlhe, Teacher,

ORDINARY PEoriE

Solomon surs stirred up the hormet © iect reoently When ke ascerted kic
PIghE B0 pirse senvense on comeons Who Was “terely haman, " n not golng to
COMMERT O LAAT, WOSTl broutuce | don & £nom What [EhmE. Biap It s wade e
Honder aboss something ele. Do those of tis Who are dediented £o healiing and
BOBESEING KAVE LO FESLIEE Okt O3S L0 MOHSTES and thesr totine S

[ ack for & simpie reason: Suddenty, /oan feal,

1 & inoredible o we Just to Lype those ords. [ ies i the hospital, taking
& (o0& wround, When | heard the voize. The come ons that seid “DEATH
LOOMS, " what seeme e so long ago. Thic time 1t said “MA DNESS
FEE DS, "1 hure ke heok. | maan, 7t liverally [o/t ke comething 10 using by
skull ac lowdspeater. Then s one of those LEcle guide signs by the elovator,
wnd | swenr 76 cuid, “Fourch Foor: Berasitio Ward, " Whon / looked again, it was
“Poyotiasric Word, " buz | had » preety good ides where o go.

Tl peiped 0ard s & (De£ 40NN Unit, and here Ras b gusrd o duty, it
Aeagasioen. Susating past hime, chonght [ i really lnoked out. ehouid have
KON better. | probably sould hive marsehed past him plaiing & trimpes and
e U hive stiyed o,

/ Wenz doww the kall, peeding into the rooms. Most bere empy, but
TAhere 1025 TRIE OUHT ROMWAH I OKE, (1 [DUr-POIRE rectraines. [tried thedoor
At it 0as aniosted. She 0as roally pale and her broath counded cerrible —
Bhis Deal, Wheszing gasy. | sheoked her ohart. | Won s put down ket wame.
17 el her Jane oe, | gusss.

[ read ot hore wbout peopls Who healvd by Sreathing inso other people
MOUERS, RHA SOMERON EHRE SOlnded fike i good idea. When/Eried 72, 7t ceemed
10 Work — che started breathing sacier. That s when [ heard something from
down the hall — [Tos another roows With an open door, It turned out. [erept
Dusk B the door of the room [ Was i to listen better. [t sounded (ke people
REFUHG, SOMEEHiNg (e

“Show some rescrains, Miskelk. / don s care about your preférenses.

THhat girlis nOt some Wi 4ok sk empty and disoard. Do/ have o remind you
shas e don b consrol her sicter yer 7 Carelescnocs oan wiart s & (ot We have to
mainsain appesiinos,

Thenlheard someoncole, [oupose feuns “Wishel, "cines it vasadoman.

“Geror¥mybuet, Koy, Youswib yourself hersister ias too toigh to sresk.
W renot going to sontrolher bithout 4 real thieat, A near-deatheXperiense /o
deer Jane chowid do it. "

“Aclong as it sonly wear. Frankly, [ concerned. The iniointive vith
OUr HEIFREOLS I 0Ig POOHY. [ it E Hant 1o have b0 Bring it an epert. |
Cervain someone Is WaTohing ws already. | don 't Want Jane s sicter on a
rempage though here, :

“Were you thic wuck of & pussy When jou vere #live?”

o -~

There as # thinp and o sloster, and then Miskelle spote again,
apologizing. / floze when [ realized one of them as leating. VE bac the
dostor from the emergeny room, “Koy,” [ suppose. He stormed past.
Mishelte "oame out afber— the freatish nurse [saw that wight, too. They
BUSTE hitie Beeit iih 20 & [0F 47 The hospital. [ heard them go off down the haf!
and ook & (o0& it the melt room. The Boman there Bas hurt as well, so /
hefped het, too, I think.

8o now [ wonder about & 1ot of things. [For one, there seems 2o be some
Eie betmeen the tH0 groapsof sreatiires (1 take the “neighbore "to be the dead
wt the cemetery ), [ don't like the sound of “bringing in an expert. " Maybe
[ SORIENErRLIR O Lt Rrong prodley, OF Bidn T resognize it ac part of 4 bigger
Brodlem. Could the hospitil s mORCEers be hsing the ones il the graveyard to
provide more vistins 7 Or to draw attension aiay from themselves?

And my ovn giestion is: Whnt do | 4o now that | san hea! people
UWie 0t only on the vistine of monsterc? Magbe that « the only people it
wETRork on, Doee it Work against iliess, t00 2 How many Eils i comus
couid ! help with thic?

Zven il only do it ones & day, [ o0uid seve Shirvy £iids & mONTH. 1700 bttty
mOHSTErS 2ol / really SE0B, wisd Bouid move peoble benerTt from 187

STRATEGY AND T RCYICS

T0: hinter. it@hinter-nes.org
From: driver3 00

Sulfast: The New Strategqy

1 e Lalked 0th my group and | Ve chown them what [ san do. Befbre [telf
Yo What e desided, | 4 fike 1o think jou ol for or answers and advise. [ got
dozens of ansiers on botk sides o the qiuestion, and thoigh /ean only pick one,
St appresiase e insight sk of Gok hass gives me. Even i don b desite the
Wirsy lpou Wowld, Tt Was SEIT BOIEh 7.

18 v olenr to e That ty healing gift is [Yom the same solree that gives
us our othet powers. Where sise conld it b from | think | ve developed it
Desause | hve wh agenda, vo dea! Witk these Walting dend. [ sen't Ehink
CARE Ahy BEnerolent agenoy Would Bant to see the tulirable sufler, o
mAELEr DARE he onise Of thedr injarves. (Ineidentally, [ haven s been able
20 Mk oy HeW RbITLY Work against llikese. Am [ doing comething wrong 2
Sinee the dead do so mieh kort against peopie, | don's see mick of &
confHes: | 1 ase g abIIEY 0 [ight thelr vl

Speoifivally, | giving priofity vo the Others it mif grous, Bhether chey
J08 iruted [lghting monSters or i some ocker sapasity. With onr hew oolleative
#OILY b0 got better, We e Planning 10 Step kp ol plens, Koperiuly against otk
loeations. (Inoidenzally, With wore imvestigution We ve [ound that one of the
BRIELRECIT AE Lhe graveqard has something (ke bleek biood inder his skin, ke
SOME PeOple Rere hvie desoribed Witk “Biood servants. " He as right wider out
Hoses, Wenever thoughs about l0oking ot Aim 0ith the sight beowsse he belonged
Lhere whd only weited during the dag/)

Heret the other decicion — wnd lot me stresc that e resohed thic
Logesher. | e HOL golig 00 put hiself th direet dahger anymore. [ #4007t sourds
oWy, AHA TS CORRIAY, But st mankes sense. [oan hea! the others, but
Hot misell. 1 b dead, [onn ¢ do anything for erptody. So by wew rofe is kind
of “den mother, | guese,

My nowpdiund imporsanse to the group is plshing against the barriers [ ve
sried to oap betwect oy familly wnd ol hed avosation. | Ve introdueed my wir
il diieghiter 20 the people bn iy group. (Belivve e, sherwasn teasy, ) They
(i fally Jdon s o vhas ey “wen (Hends " have fege do onr hovwse now, bt
[ don ¥ wans one of them dying beonuse ke soultn 't gt to me fast cnongh or
Beoiise he Was & COMPIETE SLrOASEL.




S0, ot new striveqly i fr me 00 sty baok and [OrET, providivng @ art e
[or the rest of the group. We e Srying o shedile some ore deaisive astions. / 1 be
Hedrby 10 008 4 PESIAT A proviEde IV 4. LIS thot, We 7 making bois holes.

One of them gave us all keys to her place, as Bell. Unitke we, she
lives in the sity, eloser to Where the “aotion” . ['ve wiso rented an
GORILRENE LHRL T HOE LoD 8/0se, but stilf hearer to downtown. So that
B ks hrcs hiding plases — 0ur 200 homes ahd the apartment. Az sach
one, e ke Leeping the foliowing:

— A et one chotgun o pistol and 0o boggs of chellc. ( One oy the growp
ASSULES e Lol oah b traoed baok o hit. 11614 the one iy Wife seemed ieast
Inslined to believe was & “THiend from the gim. )

— A Pretaid Fit

— Flares ( Thands for the adeizs, Flame. )

— A flre elpinguilsher

— Popper spry

— Severn! gus packs

— Binooulers with wight wiion. Thanks 1o someone © barnings (1 don b
remembarivho ), [didn %«qm.sf/wmmwp/m. [ & kwow i shat el ovild
S e MONTONA 15 8 05T il element " Orhatest, Bt Derter safd han sory.

Can anyons think of seurl | o wissing?

GuiDsLIngs

TLanl(s aH o[ you, [or a“ your comments ancl suggestions. rw now got my {{na[
st ofsuggestecl gmc{zllnas, for the paople on Tnelge1 atleast 'vetried to take a balanced
View across everyone sopmwns Se\-'era[ o[you c{{sagrezcl with zacl'l at}leron a numl\er o[
points, andwhere thathas ha ppzmzci, ['veetther gone with the majority opinion or tri ed
topic I(asta neeapproxi mate[y m(c{—way. I }!a\fz trea tecl Ty OW N Views as{{thzy L\e{ongzcl

i

CHAPYER 2: SRYING SOULS

toa ém'd party, so t]'lerzls ne neecl tolear t]'lal lh{s ismy personal manifzsto. In [act. t}wre‘s
one or two dn'ngs I rat!'ler cIJJecL toin Iwne. TEa(]'N.IS are Lrainec[ in d‘lal sort c{ L‘{Duuz—
Lhinl(ing, Most o[thfs fsa combinalion o{ COTMMON Sense, 5z"—pre.-:-¢ rvation amJ caring,
Lutltnzvzr!‘lum lOSpZ[[tI‘linsicuL Nzen:ststDsay, t;‘lis Esn‘ta szto[rul.es. Ncone isgoing
to punis]1 you [or ignoring them — except [or lhz universe, pzrl'laps,

1. Do remzmhe.f lhat wz‘re }mre to !‘lz[p o{hers.

Hope{u“y we‘ve a“ !}een C]’lOSEﬂ te ['lelp Lo tI‘lose in nzzc{, Lowzver we se[ect
tl‘ltm. H youcan l(eep t[’tat at tllz L.:ac!( o[your m{nc[ at al[ times, you'” retain your
perspective ;mcl [)al;mce.

2. Do not expose at}lers to Janger.

YOL.' shoulc[ not c[el[l:eratel)r p[ace otl’!ers in I'larm‘s way or man{pu[a te
another person to p[ace him in clanger. It's wrong. y<>u should try te l(zzp the
3enera[pul)1fc Irom bzing zxposecl to I:I'm amlcled. TI‘I{S is not L]'|e same as worLing
in a teamn op«n[y Wit[l ollw,r cllosen,

3. Tr)r naot to seem thr&atzning to L]'le amictecl.

T]‘u’s isa matter o{se[{—preszr\ralion. He[ping tI‘IZ penitent means zsta[:[!slﬁ =
ing a rapport wi th t[}em, and that means a clzgree of openness and l‘lonzsly is
nezc[eJ.SucElconL:clmay bz tl'ureatzningto many o{t}w am{ctec{, sol)e as gent[e zmcl
subtle as the situation warrants,

4. Look after youﬁe”am‘i be cautious,

i[yuu c[.o not taLe gnoclcarzo{yoursz”, you w[“ notsurvive [ons. “you che‘ you
cannolhe[p anyone. Bzcare[uLstayoutofunnacessaryclanger. ealwe[[anchrytostay
[il, Rc[axation tzc}lniqucs or vitaming mis[ﬂ: i‘lelp to mmhat d‘lz stress you are un&er.

5. Beware temptation.

iner corrupts, !tls a c[iché, l:;ut that c[oesn‘t mean it’s not t]‘lz lrutl‘l. I{ an o"er
seems boo SDDEI or too tempting to lx true, sac[ tosay it pm[:auy is. Stay cautious, ancl

clo not iet your mo ra[ pri ndp[zs I:e compromiscc[, YOu are |1e reto ]'m[p. nottomu n:[e r.

o Wy,
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Tos: hunter.list@hunter-net.org
H From: cabbie22
Subject: Re: The New Strategy

Your list sounds pretty good. Have you given any
thought to getting alarms for your places? Or reinforc-

I ing the doors and windows? I know, you probably don't
want your house to look like a jail, but hopefully some §|

attractive iron grillwork will slow down even the worst
B of them. Too much may give you away, but it’s some-

I thing to think about. I've seen some nasty home §

defenses that you wouldn't notice until it’s too late.

Oh, and something I just thought of, food, fresh water

 and candles. Did you catch that story out of Okinawa? |
When the flickers closed in, they cut the power. If your §

use is on enough land of its own that they can mount a
siege, they might cut your water, too. Or worse.
Subject: Re: The New Strategy
fi From: memphis68
- To: hunter.list@hunter-net.org

 Solet’s see, the “new strategy” is the rich white guy |
hides out paying the bills while everyone else does the

I dangerous work and gets killed? Man, sounds like the
§ _old_ strategy to me. But if this healing works the way

you say it does, it's also the _smart_ strategy. You're §
probably a lot more good to your people patching them §

up after a fight than getting under their feet during it.
As for your hidey-holes, have you thought of maybe

§ putting some cash in there? ] assume you'd think of some- §
# thing that basic, but a lot of times it’s the basics we take for |

I sranted. Also, if you can get some phony ID's, 'd have a set

foreveryoneinthegroup, Passportsmuldbebest—though _
if you're in the South, you'd have a long way to go to get |

i mywhere outside the U.S except maybe Cuba.

Duu[u[, Onz of us, someone in terested in [':z[pins

ot]im. asaver o[souls. a con[essor. one o[t]'le c}tarimue,

Hea{er nnstsé'tzstgn o[a persen wl'lo has l}\e power
to hm[wwnds wIw‘Ler he s przpanacl todosoornot.

6. Remember those who need hzlp most desire it least.

y:.m aregoingto [ace a loto{extmrne host-ilityand vio[znce when youlry to nzcleem
c{emon& “ you expectit am_lL plan {cr it, you have a [xtter c}:an:e o[sur\riv{ns it

7. Don't descend into ¢rime.

A[t[‘nougl‘n tl‘le [aw i3 o{ten use(l against us, anc[ ilas o{ten I:een use& to kzep
peoplz su pp:rwsseCL itils sti” acornerstone o[socizty. YOu wa have to era[( the L‘l w,
per}laps olten. Do not use this as an excuse to commit crime for itsown salce. T}wl‘s
a sprpzr}r -;Iopz Lhat [eads to corruption.

;8 ResPect and work with other chosen.

Alt[‘lou 3|1 you w{“often c]isagrzzwitl't otl'nerswho have I)een ca“ecl—- possi!)[y
a[[o[them t}la Eyou meet—re mernl)er thal th zy're going t[‘nmus]‘l tl'le same II'u'nss you
are, anc[ {[’lc‘ll L]'my want to Le!p lhe world, too. thn we worl( asateam, tl'le WI’IUIG
1s [ar, far qreater l}lan t]ﬁz sum of Lhz parts. Worlcing with ot!wps wil[ save your [i{z.

9. Do not work with lunatics,

T[-lis isa 5lrassl.u1ca[[lng anc{wz cango ma(i or l:zcome [osl in our own power.
Tr)r to ]'mr.p any (Juti{u[ wim ]1a5 goneinsaneor ancome corrupt, laut Jon‘tworL with
them or trust tlmm. fl may Li[l you.

10, Retaina cautiously open mind.

Don‘t assume an a{[[ictecl is lveyonc{ [-uz[p = !mt clon't trust l!'wrn oulr{gl‘lt
wl'nen t]’lzy arise. Tl'le;-r haui tho ught as przclators {ora [ons time. Stay open— m{nde&
and observe. Actions speaL louder than words.

11. Hza[ t|105e wl’:o neec[ it,

”you |1avz L!}e power tu['lea[, (Ju not l)e averse to using it ”you are preparzc{
to, placz the sign for !‘tealins, i[;mu know it, onyour door for other chosen to see. [t

rnfgilt save a It‘fz, and saving [{vas i5 w|1at lt‘s all alaout.
12, “ycu need to f&i“, be swilt.

Ha !:eing |1as to be Ici“zcl. Ez quich anc| memlul. not cmel_

ln aclc{ftion to the 3uicle[!nes [isted aLove, several peop[e sent me signs lkat
they could inexplicauy recognise W]‘len ti-u:y hearci the ca[L or l[‘lat tlwy l‘law
discovered since. ['ve comp{ied these too, as an extension to this c[ocumenl; as l!‘lz)"
will doubtless be of critical importance in co-ordinati ngour efforts. | understood
{Lesz signs wl‘nen [ SAW t[lzm. wl-n'c}l f t!'un[( means lhzylrz genuine, even il’ my

immediate comprzhension {rishtzns me a little.

Penitent. Onz of the alflicted whe sy I‘I!paﬁ[‘li;&a
withus and who abstatns from Lilli mgor from causing I

unnecessary harm.

: Demon. A psycho{{cormaltclousamtctz&tlmt
t{zlfglﬂs Incausing pain, and 5 l)zycml Ile[p.

Gcoc{ Samar{ta n. Oneo[tho;z poor l)ystandzrs

w{t[tcutany o{our protections, Lut wlw is preparecl to l:»y an a[ﬂictecI in pain w[m desfres hzlp. but cloes not I
help tn with the service.

Tormented. Thisindicates theareats {rzquznlecI

l(DOW I'IOW to I'Eacll out IOF it SUC}] wu[s Aare O{Lt[‘l

c!angzrous, M&z wounc{ecl an{mals




T'HE Beavany auD rg Susris

14 like 2o puz the World busk together sion and oecy. [ really Wowid.
LEveryching wowid be seronger for .

[don ¢ Bhint e have that fukury.

Lguessoan thefp shinking of wilowr probienss asa diseace, [moan, [ not
RAOELOL, UL | EHOR Lhtt AEH SOMEONE hits # BeilL SR EotTON, COmELTer It S best
PO Lroat It Ith bed rect and lovs of s [ the bodiy fiphes of ehe divense on its
0K, O DIEH 1 FELE Shbtie helb, L % stronger it the long ris,

But you oun 't do that Jf'the infeetion i cevere. Uou huve to use love off
AHAgS, 1000 OF CHALIENE — RRALEVEr (L Lakes. [ SOMBTAiNg hias the chinee to got
Detseron iis onn, 4ok san oryto kelp. But bhere ! sm— and ! wonly taking for
el O P OF Wiy OOK, olty — the Horld dossn T have that shanoe, Left alone,
vhis prodiem 5 only going v get Rorv and worse,

Maybe 1t s & guestion of perspective. [ my group fooksed on # single
GreRtisre — ONe dend Person il Bhe greveyald, sey — maybe e s0ulk Wort &

CHAPYER 2: SAYING SOULS

BRSIIOUS ErORSTDIMALTON Dhere Bhe MOKSTEr Soes the error of ftc Rays and
goes o} to heaven like Pacrisk Swayze at the end of “Ghose. "Maybe. Bur
When you 560 ORE ThOOL & [iELTE gir/ I cold blbod, 78 hard to bellove In thae
Lind of salvarion.

[ ot s vake that oloss, perconal percpestive. There § fust too many of
Ehety. Ufes, { husure come wonsters are in moral gray 2onss. Bt the peoble i ohis
I AN T ask [Drthis oirve, theydon T decerve i and they Fesurfering teribly
Trom iz Tihei e the morel Okite 2one, and wy [I5E duty /s 10 them.

Toke a thing ike Doctor Koy, the buby-eating obstetrisian. +ow long
WU 78 Bk v refatiiitate Mim T I he & handreds of yoars o, sonid die of'oid
age before [ turm him around. Or Miskele. The things she seemed to be doing
10 BEOPIE I ERRE Diio k. [ have 0 LRInE che © 00 fbr gone 10 ever wake her
Wiy sk L0 0kt We % oall & Standerd of good,

Do you mistrust sweeping gestirec? 700 bad, [ guess, | thiné whas 2bic
SEERATION 0l FOI % & LIBHEET 0¥, WOD & 8058-0Y-0R58 BSCESTHENT.

Angoneinthesouchaastern 1. 8. Whoagrees, consacs we. / hwlookig foraplon.

guns like ornaments on a Christmas tree, I sure wouldn't let him

e fact is, these things don’t need to carry guns and wear armor if they can alr
eir eyes. We need to even the odds.

hen 1 know I'm going to see something that trips the sight. Even if 'm just

ketball shoes. You may have to make sudden stops and direction ch:
y of mine almost bought it when his ankle twisted taking a tight ¢
e stomper combat boots.
tweight, high-impact plastic ones for soccer, and they're
a shifter’s jaws, but you'll be glad you're wearing the '

and metal support struts on the side. Not only are they nice tf y
ir knees out from the side with a kick. These babies cost me $40.
irgery. Besides, it was worth it to see the look on a blood fuck’s

t instead.

_e secorld Iook If you know for sure that you're going to flght, ot
m guards, the kind hockey players use. Ask anyone who works i
get fucked up. These aren’t real subtle though.
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CHAPYER 3: SOULMATYES

Draw nigh unto my soul, and redeem it: deliver me

because of mine enemies.

Psalms 69:18

Hunrer Retaions

Sul:jf.cl: Whal Binc{s US

From: teacher193

To: triagz.[ist@hunten—nzl_org

In t[-mory. everyone here on the Triase list has somet}ling in common —
wz.nz tkz clmmale, am:l we were ca“e& to |1z[p ease pain and su[[ering, fn
tkzory. we a“ l(now ancl Le{ieue tl'lat. ft's one D[l]'lt Izw t}lings we can aH agree
on {n some capacity. [n [act, you could say it's our c{e[{nins characteristic, By
now, we re also aware that there are other groups amengst the choszn. roups
Lhal }mve tl‘lelr own c[z[{m'ns concepts just as we havz ours, A [ot 01‘ l.lw cl‘noszn
say lliat suc!‘l cl[{lferznces 01( perspective are part o{ l.l'lz Messcnsers' p[an — part
O{ th'ﬂg I'mman, as cpposec{ to I:]'m t[‘linss in t[‘le wor[c[ tl‘tat are inkuman. Ot]‘lcrs
feel that such differences are accfcIentaL a result of different pzrsona[{tles, not
actual common denominators: sooner or later we'll ind out that these grouping
are justa l:lroacl coinchence. We‘ve Eeen ll‘lrougi‘l aH o[ tl'lose clisr.uss{ons Lefore‘
and l'm sure wz"“ wrang[e over it again.

Whether different temperaments and oL]zctives in the ca“ingare inten—
tionaloraccidental doesn'tmake a I\uge amount n[cii{[zrmce. t]\ough. Ht}ley are
1ntzntiona1, weall havea partto play asapart of the plan. ”EF\ey‘n a:ct&enta[.
noone has any definitive answer, us incl[ucizci- Eid\er way, I c{on‘l mucl‘n care, [
have to belteve that other chosen are \:onsic{erauy less [tl«[y to kill me than are
t}:e amicted, anc'. other c['losen unclzrstancl t['uz true nature o[ llie worlcl. T}wt
mal(es us natura[ aHIzs, even I:sz[ore you accept t!‘lat we a“ wantto ma](e a l:-zttzr

wor[d‘ in our various ways.

We, the c}lar{l.aue. havealottooffer in our mission, and wecan gaina lot
{rorn olher groups, oo, ]t.s a“ a mattzro{Lnowing }mw to cIea{ with l!w,m, l'w to[c[
you anut my clisastrous [I rst [oray inwo rlcing wi th ot}wr choszn. and ].ve men—
I.ionzd tl'nat I havc a new group o[pzop[e w]‘lom I worl( with, thween rea[ lilz anc{
}wntzr—net. rue come into contact wiil'l paople wi th a lot o! cilﬂzren t philosopiﬁes
ON OUr purpose. [t.s not muc}l c!i “erent toa Pa rzntS‘ Evznins at l!’lt SCl‘lODI. T]‘ue reare
waysto Bﬁng out t}m L)zst ineveryone, It au comes c[own to[inc'i ngcommen srouncl.
That‘s Wiiat we try to (io wi t}1 t}m penitent, anci wi t]1 olher -:]mszn w[’m {aH apart
at the seams. Tl'la{'s w}lal we shoulc{ try to c[o Wl'til each otllzr. too.
Sub ek Betling Mong
Tot Friagedst@hunternetong
Tromt rucker235
Hry fohelp everyone | can, without passing pudamenton them. Hs the orly way
Ihaveleft o me. H frustrates me sometimes that so few of the otherscansee the
vaheinreadingoutand trying to feachalessoninapositive way withercouragement
andlove,not withfiats.! after al thistime,! w5t dont play oo wel withothers,
Thot doesint mean n o going fo do what can fo help hough

Rvengers

\X'q'mn [ say tl‘mt ot!‘ner c!'nosen are less I{Le[y to !(1[[ me, f ]‘mvz to acl mit t]’lat rm
not entlrz[)f certain al:oul: t]’le mi[itant [rothers. Franl([y, tI‘ley m.:lI(.e me nervous at tl’m
L}asl OE times. thn [ {irst starl.zd out, I was clasperaw [OI‘ contact Wﬂ]‘l anyone W]‘lo
unc{zrs tOO({ W;ldt[ was SO‘IHS lh I“()USII, Wi\it[\ is W[l‘_r I PUSBECI my na tu I‘al unegase to thz
backol my mind and assured myszl{ that [ was dza[ing with reasonable peop[c, Yc‘u
alrzacly l(now how tI‘lat experiment znclecl. [‘vc |1acl private email.s [rom a [zw 0[ you

out tllerz I:e“ing me t}ia{ youlve had simi[ar experiences.
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lt‘s harcl wor!< trying te [vring tl‘le amfctec] Lac]( te the [o[cl. ]t's rea“y
not madz any easier L\y a how[ins lunatic wit]ﬁ a I:ig ulool( at me, ]”!TI a
thro[)l:ing penis substitute” gun who insists on I:;lasting away at zverything
in Sig[lt to mal(e up for [1{5 own impotence. Yes, I suppose ti‘lzy‘rz 300‘:1 at
{is!‘kting. an& ol course IIJ try to [wa[ lhz wounds of one. “an a”[ictecl has
3] [)a uondemnzc[ — am:{ we a” l(now tllat many OI l[‘lzm are I:eyoncl our
a!:n'lilizs and time tosave, even il[we Jnn‘l li[r.e to admit it— someone needs
te zliminale it Ee[ore it ['larms any more peop[e, 'T}\at means you nee&

somecne to c[o tFw_ c{{rty worL:. To my rnEnCJ. tl‘latls what l]’wse [)ul,c!]ers are

[or‘ to take out the qa rba qe. As with any otl‘ler trasl'l mar, t}wugl'l. ]
wou[c[n.t rea“y want to invite one into my ]'mme.

The soldiers amongqus feel they have a purpose, fo defend peaple by faking
the aHack 1o the lost without rea“y 1anin3 about it Just 3";'-'3 out there and
killing inorder fo save therestof us, Thatshow my mind worked when | wasin the
war, Kil first, ask quesi’ ions later, Never mind that the personyoure ‘}ryrg o kil
might not want o kil you. Theresno fime o find out because if youhesitate, you
couldbe dead. | understand that way of ﬁinkins and | know how 10‘}31[); wrongit
i5 But that doesnt mean there isnt any hope. | saw the error of my ways and
managm' focorrect mySdF ,and fm nofninﬂ Sw'naL Iflcendeit, anyone can, andlll
keep drying to ease these pecple away from violence, ust as | wodld with a
reguta( perSonof one of thelost,wil Say s, ﬂmsh be cautiousif youre 50'“3
to worl with soldiers, They wont 1ake aback seat, and theyl play alonq with you
before furring psychofic. as Teacher learmed.

Derenpers

Somztimes, [ have cliﬁicu[ty tz[l{ng the mélitants and the protectors apart,
Sometimes tlwy.re a”. {rotlnrs. Norma“y that‘s in t]‘le [ace ofsome sort o{alro:ity,
tfwugl-u. ”somzt]-u'ng pus[-les these peop[e‘ t}:zy don't hesttate to pus}x back — with
extreme VfDIEnCE. Be[onz that |1appens‘ pmlector’s can segm more raasonaue. T]’lzfr

main concern is [oo[({ng after the people ti’l&y care {or. ] canll [au[t thal.. [ c]wse to

dec‘!icatz my el[[orts to helping ot}ler‘s, the am{ctec{ anci anyone else in pain, in part
at least because [ have no close {am{Iy. Han ami:le& is truly penitent and does not

attemptto harm people, heorsheshould have nothing tolearfrom protectors, which

is more t]‘mn can I:e sa{c‘l [DTDI:I‘IEI’ mi[itant_-'..

Tl'l_e protectors are pretty easy lowor[( witl‘u, to my experience. T!my'rz
not rzauy parucularly keen to getintoa [ig[w Llleyrrz_ willms to eg’rplore
p[ausi[:rle a[tzrnativzs. you Just need to remzml}zr t!’nal t!’tefr primeconcern
is going to be their {amily or friende or sometl-.ing else held c]ear. and that
t[lzy may decide your particular situation {s less sfgn{[{caﬂl. 'n W!’lici’\ case,
you‘re lﬁsll and c{ry.

When the dust setles, shooting 1o kil is shooting o kil There are other
ways to profect the people youlove, likekeeping themout of harms way fo start
with, moving them out of the area if danger threatens, or persuading a wouldbe
aHacker that it doesnt need to cause any trouble, Mleast the quardians among
us dont usually rise up and strike without Some sort of provocation. ! think of
them 2 bit ke ratfiesnakes lethal and untamed, but ro problem as long as you
respect them and step around.

InwoceNTS
Mzclieval poets I'Ial.'] a name [or t[\zsz {o”< — moon—strucL. Tl‘lzy'nz

]balancec' on a Iine Iine Lelwazn I'lofine-:-s ancl {oo[ishness, ancl it‘s a very
hard place to be. We'd be lost without them. While we're off trying to

Leep as many alllicted as possiue within the scope of I'lurnan[ty, tkzy‘re in

tl‘le l)acl(ground, trying to l(zep us on t]-le straig]‘mt and narrow. T[‘ley‘re
a[ways optimistic, a[ways trusting, a[most c[\ilcl—[ilgz. How often have you
seen a group of over—locused rationalists come up with a scheme or plan

that's so oloviously insane that even a child could see l]‘lroug]ﬁ it? Jt's the

same wlﬁztl‘ler youlre ta“([ns about school autl‘norlt{zs. management com—

-y




mittees, government bodies or any other collection of experts. Tl'm)r take
so much [or grantzcl they ovzrlool( tEe cracLs The I:[essz& are l]‘lzre to
rem{nc! us o[ t!]e slmple side of rcaltt‘y. By questioning comp[lcatec{ lcleas.
vto[ent el[\{cs am:l thinss tkat seem p_l:wious to thz Lloocltl'llrsty‘ l]’lE moon=
strucl( g0 a long way Lowarcl lczeping us tru[y I'lu"rnan. It‘s .a“ too easy to
c[en{grate ti’lem as blind {ooIs —F ancI 1t's-a critical-mistal(e. ”you.vz ever
seen one of the blessed talk a madmanidown, you'd know what! mean. One
o{ my current group is [il(z t}us, and hzls rapici[y l':er.oming our most impor=
tant planner. I wou[c!n't traclz him E‘)r a J'oze.n so[cliers,

The wideeyed amonq uS are qood peaple, Theyre prone fo feeling burt, but
arentwe aff? Theyre real good fisteners;and they come up with some of the best
xsights youl Find. e thern.

Junges
I l(now l}ml l}le arLfters would like us to {o[[ow tl'leir lead. T}ley

appreciate w[\at we can clo, most oF the time, but lhey seem to [-tave th(s
mexpllcai:[z expectation l!’lél it s}wulcl l:e on their terms, “I was Just starting
to heed tlwz ca“ anJ one o[ tl‘lesz peoplz was my 5u1dz f d consxc[zr mysz[[
lucI(;r it s cxtrzrne[)r casy to pass respon.snl:ll:ty up tl-uz Ilne Tl‘le temptation to
let someone e[se mai(z t[\z dec(s{ons = ancl c[zal wtt['t tl'lz 3u11twl‘[¢n tiﬂnqs g0
wrong — 5 compa“ing

Claimins the rfs['it to decide who_[ives and dies does siot nzczssai‘f;[y make
a personcorrect, tlwusij. I admirz their s.t:.rength oIcI‘naraqbzr and their ;iv;_glo[ve to
c{o whal t}my do. and I cion't envy tl'lznét_thzir tasl(, Lutfﬁwy r:Ion.t a[wa;g have
asclear asense of the pg__i;nua[ for saving the am{cted' 5 we do. Because th 're
abstracted [rom the ca[[fng Ly that onesmall mzasij.i‘_e, tI'u:{r juggmzntcan be
c[oudzcl or uncertain, Ancl tlmt's a miner concern, E\;r'z'n._l;_e{ore, we__l(_né"v; tl‘lat
justice cou[c{ [ét[. anJ peop[z were wrorigly 1mprisonecl or cor.\t{ét.';'.l.mc{, It's not
justan arl:iter wfmls a“ectecl I:y t!le results ofa wrong ca“ — it cou[d 'bz you or
the one you ['mpz to save.

The copS among uS Seem 1o think H'le‘/ve Sn‘l the vision fo decide life and
death, Thats no dif ferent than the brass ! served under, and they were
messed up, {oo.

MerryRs

[.m geing to I)e |10nest wlt[\ you. ] {[nd some of us szressmg. ”(now
lhat soum:'s intoIzrant, and I I(ncw they can I)e generous, l(lncI. se“—
sacri{icing peop[e, l-)ut tl-u:y seem to operate from sucl'l a Heal( position.
What‘s t|1e. point of [ooldng for paln? I |-mpe f speal( [or most a[ us wl'len I
say that [ranlc[;«, our goa[ {5 an optimistic, li{e—a[{{rmlns one, not a nega—

eU. c{{e one. | want to ]w,lp l'['lz a[[lictec[ -

qraund seems Like }p;ztty poor way of &oing it.
"y
Worsz, I someti

get the [ez[lns 4

L{c!a[ only sublimated, anc[ tha
w{tl-l them. l m;ot Io”owlng the c[iz — alt[ncusl'lon't expect to
see my {{Itieb}l LIrtI‘tJay anymor w it in orc[er toh [p ct]wrs !{ve_
There's a‘fng difference. Dg}(’}{get me w 3. The)« can be very he Ip{ul
and v’zry use[ul anc{ tl‘le}fé un[lL.ely to ﬂy intga L{l[mq [renzy They re
5reat to l'lauz wﬂh in ascrape. Ijust wisl'n thN[aced mere valuz on
survgva[ = tl‘lelr nEI mine.
Voucolredy vahe ifenothersuiessyouvakeitn

objecton to thequit complexes. Aside from thetl theyre as fine ab
folks as you could hope o meed,

Yistonaries
uCcm[cl ithe possii:[z ll‘lat a[lsLin—changers are Lorn wit|1 sranc}.par-

of tighsirung

ents of at least three different nationalities?” “Aure zomhies part(cu[ar[y

G

CHAPTER 3: SOULMATES

{nterested in Clrug aclc[lcts 2" “Does the most effective action consist of tl'le

W Wel, c[oing notl‘ling? [ have another question for the navz[—gazers:
thn you see a L!ooclsu:l(zr stanc[ing inan a“ey, soi)ln‘ng }wr deac' heart
out because slw‘s clzspcrate [or [ooé-hut ciespzrate not te hurl people. c{oes it
matter il t[‘ee Hzralcls are {rom Mars? ygs. someone has to give some
thcugkt to the overall gca[ of our migsion, I'll even admit that if someone
turned their musing inte a clear answer of how the alllicted came to be and
what we can do to [-m[p reverse _Lluz process, my grahluc!z would be nltnite.
But 50 Iar‘ (t seems pretty un[ilcz[y.

Get them on the strect and these chosen can be the most aggravating,
[rustratlng. sch(eninsp['al[ ofus. Tl\cy'rz harc[ly ever athome. Tlmy spzncl somuch
time with thzir,_hmc[s in d‘le c[ouc[s anci_;_as!;ing inane gquestions t}lal t]'uzy c[on 't e
what thzy'rz ag'.&;!: to step in. Then, rig'l-l_t at the peint when :_-rou'rz reac!y to feed
tI-uzrrg;to tl-le next l?ul'll:}'l o{ clzmons. ll‘lt)" suc{dan!y come out with somcti:{ng so
asmmsiﬁns[y use[ul, ge.l;rnanz. insig[‘tt{ul and. wa“, per{ecl lhatyou‘ re lelt breath-
lese. Tl'lz‘lf.rz vita[, but I}y Christ tl'lzy're tiresome.

Ive always felt that the thinkers are a bit ke fornadoes that put things
straight rather than messing fhings ups Theyve got this mighty power inside
them, a focus that can tear through a situation and make sense of i, provide
answers, give direction and help everything click, When you see it in action, its
aweSome. Unlike most other chosen, theyre nearly always receptive to the
idea of Irying tohelp thelost well, aslonq as you can make it soundinteresting,
anyway, Far foo of ten, however, that power pst rages around out in the
middle of nowhere, not doing any real good.

BysranDers
I ]‘lavz a [ot of admiration for w[1at [ like to ca“ Oooc[ Samar{tans. ”
there s one l]11n3 worse than havins the truth of the world revealed to you,
{t.s got to Le [ea rning tl'le trut|1 without getting any o{ thz too[s to cleal wit|1
it. Wehave an inl([{ng of whatwe're up against, we have defences, we can
fdenti[‘_{ t|1¢ a[[litte(ﬁl, ancl we even ]‘lave some capal}ilities. These people
c!on‘t have any of that,
Wl’len Istarted outin teacl‘nlng, my F{rst assignmentwassports. ln one
of my c[asses, there was a tiﬁn, std([y gir[. Parl o[ it was poor [ood intalce,
_t[nma partwas bad Jenetic predtsposihon Every [esso:‘i what-
s we cI{cI she would come [ast {)y a long shot. All the other kids
tauntza I'ler Despllz all of Lh(s she was a[ways cheerlul and brave about
Lzss«ms‘;T She never tried to duck out, sl'_le a[ways did her Lest, l(nowmg that
sl‘ne waé_ no mntcl‘l [Dr the others. Slw. wouldn‘t lzt me L'ne[p outorease t[\z loacl
at a“ S]'lejust srmled and goton wlt[} it A brave 3lr1 with a strong sense
o[ cluty S;le id“ecl hzrsz[{ in ti‘lz znGI as it l‘lappzns a (Jel Leratz I‘mrom

overc{osz and a sad note.

le rea[pomt is that clcggecl persistence in I:hz [acz of:zrlam cle[eat ll\e
Jctzrmlnatlon to do the ng]'nt thing Tl'mt takes quts, far more so than c[mng
t}lt rigl‘lt LI‘ling wl‘len you re fast anc[ strung and we“ protcclz&. A lot of us
scorn Ll'le people wE‘m want to Lz{p. even manipu!ate them and put ll‘lem into
cianger. There's no excuse for that. Goed Samaritans can be a great I‘lelp.
Many O[t[‘tzm I‘lave a lot o{spec{al{st sLi“.s anc[ {acililies to oifzr us as parts 0{
their former — and ongoing — lives. They‘re nowhere near as closed-
minded as the chosen can 'be. either. A lot of them are per[ectly ]-mpp;.r to bry
to Le[p save Lhz am(ctecl, even for the chance todo some.t[nng, anc! 1[12}( don‘t
arque over ca“ins tl\e shols. W!len tl‘n‘ngs are as danserous as t[‘-ey are, you
nezcl aH t]‘le I'le[p you can get.

Fettow Rebezmers

The dutiful are good kind people, but even many of us cant see the dharityis
Something you have 1o practie with breath not st on your own terms,
U'Nerco\"nesacroSSmﬂwab‘fthd foralotof P‘e. bngasihyremjfﬂ\e
lost. Teacher does whats ﬁgh’fm’fﬂsheSe’fs bored or discouraged. Donor feels
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sympathy for those who share hissocial siuation buthestitleinferestinhelping the
;mvk‘qecf. | cant subscribe fo any of thet discrimination Love S!uMbeum’ﬁomL
and oo many of us pick and choose,

Have you noticed the way we squabble about who are the most deserv
ing of our mercy? Some pick the af flicted, while others say the chosen are
more needy, and Still others point fo the vidnerable, Ashram is reluctant fo
work with meateaters, whie Teacher uses. soldiers 1o atfack the lost she
doesnt feel lke helping. We cant even agree whether all penitents are worth
Sav rnq with Mice Sayrns we should concen‘ira{e on wnScnp‘*S' the ones who
never wanfed what happened to them.

Biven how we, presumably people with atlesst similar values, disagree,
its no wonder that we of fen misunderstand the others and that they dont
Sejr our motivations, Wed set a muchbeter example to both the afflicted
and the rest of the chasen if we could love uncmdfﬁunal!y What wonders
we might achieve,

Ive said it before: | can only believe hat our diision is-part of a
greater plan. But{ also have 1o believe that!.wes: drafted for who | am.
Thats why | still try to fike and respect other chosen, even though Im of fen
disappointed or frustrated by them, [+ also why ! pursue the mission alone,
given the choice. | dont want fo turn down any request for help, and | dont
want 1o risk other peoples lives. Im aware of the dangers of what! do. |
dont pretend 1o have all the answers. In Tact, Im not foo worried about
whether there even are answers. Our situation just is and we have 1o deal

withit and each other.
Working T 0GEYHER

We I'lauz our c{{[[zrmces —in how to [oU.ow t}lz cal[ing. in wl‘nom we
clmnse to [ocus our z“orts on, anc[ in c{ec{&ing wl‘uich o[ I.hz amictzd we
should try to save and which we should abanden. Dzspite li\!s. we do have
a lot in common. Thc primary goal o[ many o{ us here. a[ter a”, is to ease
su{{ering and prevent loss of life. Even Drivzr. with his disinclination to
aid the amictzc{. admits that he fecls compassion for them and admires those
of us who try to assist thzm.

This desire to heal krings us togcther, and | believe that it gives us
animportant<common grounc!. Weknow that we can rely oneachother's
l)-:ls{c maotivation to I}e 5001:1 - we“, t}iosz o[ us wi’m are sane, anyway.
T|1at‘s somet]'l{ns that many of the other chosen do not i‘lave. [ imagine
L;\al 1[ your primary metivation is to destroy creatures l}lat you‘rz angry
wil}:, getting atong witl‘u Dthers o[ a siml[ar m{néset must I)e ratl‘ncr

difficult, Who decides what creature is Id[[ec[‘ and what happzns if

frothers getin each other’s way?

From: ashram242
To: triage.list@hunter-net.org
Subject: Working Together
While I recognise the utility of your suggestions,
I am concerned that you use the idea of co-operation
I toexcuse your own failings. It is not seemly to refuse
Il aid to those who are prepared to follow the path of
I peacethatLord Shivahasrevealed. I suggestthatyou
I meditate upon this, and ask yourself whether your
I selections of diseased that you deem worthy are truly
a matter of holy guidance, or whether the develop-
I ment of your own skills would increase the scope of
 your abilities to help.

f a[so tLlnic]‘rn rightin saying that mosto[ us, !J'le {orglving‘ are pretty l)Iincl
todi “zrences Iif«sfd n colaur, rz[igion, 5EX, wziglnandso on, f lmow tl'latone ortwo
o{us on t["lis list [incl it cli“i:ult to putaslc{zcertain rc[igiﬂus pre]uclices, [:>ul:| clon't
t!'tinl( tl'lat we actua”\r [ooL clown on zac!‘n ot[ner as indivi&uals. T[‘re necessities
belore us are far too important for that.

On t[‘zz ol.l'lzr l‘lanc[‘ we certaln[y ]‘m\fz issues t|1al we clisasrzz on, most[y
coficerning the polentia[ to rehabilitate strays. The spectrum c[opinion ranges
[rom unonz» to ha“,“ anc[ even tkose o[ us somzwhenz in l:etween cl{ﬂer on thz
exact pointatwl'u{ch we wou[c[a!:anc[ona !:e{ng. ]t‘s easy to getcausl'!tup in tl‘lesz
cli{{erenus, to [zl: our passions I}ecomz inﬂamec[. y::t it‘s too DLV{OUS {Or worcIs
tl’lat {is!‘ntins al‘mut it s!wulc[ [)z out OF tI‘le question.

T[’t(n[& a!:clut it ti’n’s way: Trucl(zr says ]'u: iz compzl[zd to !'le[p aH D[ llle
amictch wki[z Driwr on[y spzm:ls time on t]'tz [iving. WZ”., spealdng ol)jec—
tl\re[y‘ both groups need assistance. Per]’mps we are chosen because our
temperaments are l)cst suftzc’. to [m[p t[‘uz pzop[c we {ze[ need it most, in other
worcls, mayhc we recalled to Lz[p on[y the Ezings we have a chance o”‘m[p{ns‘
and asa group wi administer to them all.

rm notsaying that‘s a[\so[utz[y the case— Who cansay for sure? — butit
Jozs give us a goocl reason to [33 I.D{zrant o[ t['u: di[[erences [aetween us, arn:l t|1at‘s
wort['t a lol in itself.

Working wive Qvier CregDs

Hsinderesting to hear what Teacher has fo say about us working together.
I believe we were af chosen for Some reason or another, as part of a bigger plan.
Maybe Id understand it a bit better i | could see the whole thing, butf cant. So if
I deviate from the path! feelis right, maybe I risking 8l sorts of rouble by not
being there Yo do my infended job, That means Im qoing fo help everyone f can,
reqardiess of how violent or unpleasan,

Butitalsomeans! cant condemn anyones actions, if theyre sureits the right
Fhing fo dou | st dont know the plan, To Take an extreme example, lets assume
Someone is ahsolutely and genuinely convinced that the right thing o do is kil me.
Maybeifs one of thelost, someone who feels thatIma threat fo ther security or
Something But it could also be one of the chosen, for whatever crazyass reason.
{lve been caled a traitor before)

Completely obectively, who am | o say whether that person is right o
wrong? To have any idea, ldneed o know the plan, o be zble 1o say, No, achualy its
crucial fhettbe in Nashville on August 3rd, or whatever. Ml can go onis my own
instinch Mrespectyour nshﬁo ﬁy’ro'mﬁme Solongas youact fromyour frue wil,
rot usthecause youre pissed. A Hhe same Time, though Thave arighttoresistheing
hurt. torunaway or whatever, Aslongasweboth folow our true wills whatwe feel
is ruly rightt were hothcorrect,

H could be really mportant for someone o hy’fokiﬂme. fal, and come foan
understanding of why thet was inappropriate, Hel, it might be that the thing ! have
Yo do'is desperately resist death o make a point with someone, Prety hard fate,
if thatsthewayitsqot tobe, bﬁforjfuﬁfdyfdonjfkmwnfﬁﬁﬂrﬁbefnreanw
Saysanyﬂr& no, | dont believe thals whats in store for me, and I not ohsessed
with dying Hs yust an example.)

The point Im frying to make is this you have 1o folow your heart, | et
myself be deafened fo mine when | was young, and the results were disastrous.
Im going o make sure | keep on listering real dose from now on So long 2s the
people youre working withare genuinein what they believe, it doesntmatter how
dif ferent your views are, So long 25 you respect each others right o an opinion,
you dont reed 1o be divided.

To use another example, we tend to clash the most with soldiers,
because their first answer is usually violence and ours is usually reconcilia
tion, Their immediate reaction is fo leap up and start shooting, while ours is
Yo Iry fo listen and find forgiveness, They tend fo be real opinionated about




itoo, and it of fen personal Monstersdledmy f; amily and now its payback
time, Their sifuations are offen tragic, and{ feel sorry for them, Keeping af
that hate all the fime has qot 1o be exhausting. ! had plenty of buddies fike
that back in the war,

MiHlewhie ago] wrote about a soldier friend out West, flcal her Mary. Shes
a qood person burt real unf orgiving. | was passing Hroughandshe asked me to help
witha job [ cant heal people fhe others on fhis isthave falked sbout, bt 1 do know
Some Pﬂdm@d‘dnE‘.ardMarymfede‘lolyebackup in the van in case one of her
feam gothurt, She knows the way | work,

When she explained her plar, things qof & bit fense, but we respected each
other.Even thoughwe disagreed on every point about what o do, even thoughwe
yeled a1 each other, \nfene\rerd“ﬁi!‘edeachc‘lher.fnﬂ\eaﬂweagreed foa
compromise wed both do what we fhought was right, The bottom line is, the
Huocf&xkerMarywashmihgmen%’mﬁ{ me, blundered infober drap andqoteut
down, Uneofl"iarys*eamy’flaea‘iuppre{'iybadlwﬂmanaged fostablize imand
I'hear hes fine. Mary and | are st friends.

25 long as you remember that we can all be friends with each other, and
accept that were all drafled info the service for different reasons, with dif fer
ent ims, ils easy Yo qet along, Sometimes it means you end up working at
croSspurposes, burt as long as e e respects everyone elses right foacton
their drue will we can all stay friends. | sHl prefer 4o work alone, but thats yst
Pad of Ry par’ﬁcu!ar E‘Eﬂmg. too.

Working Rtons

I‘ve spent quite a lot of my time worfcing outsiclz o[a group. A[tar
the first burned me, [ was zxtreme[y low on trust. | spent tee Iong trying
to l‘lz[p tl‘le aH[Ictzc{ on my own, IL saemzc[ to !)z t]‘ie answer at t]qz time.
There were no arguments about which could be saved and which could
not, wlwt['ler a particular creature should be put out of its misery or
W]‘lztlhzr it przsenled a c[zar Janger,

Asit I'lappens, ] was wrong. Truc!(ar says he lllces to wor[( alone‘ and
thatls Iine, but 1t c!{t.{n‘t work out [or me, A[thoug[‘l I ne [onser had
arquments to c!ea[ wit[1, f [ouncl ll‘lé‘ll my pro[:slem was Iacl( o{ [DCUS. anc{
inc[zcisiun. CouH I l:-e sure a parl{cu[ar al"ictz& was sa[vagzaue? Wou[c]
z\»erytl-.ing |>e oka;« i[ l just didn't med(“e, or slwu[c{ f laLe some sort o{
action? Possesszcl I'louses posecl proHems, {orexampIe. T[w spirits! encoun—
tered c]idn'l seem l[‘lat aware o{ w|1al was qoing on around them. Tl'ley
appzarzd per{zctly satls[iecl wit!\ what t|1e)r were up to. They cii(:ln‘t l?Ot['lEl'

To: triage.list@hunter-net.org
Subject: Re: Working with Others

Trucker235, you're either a madman or a saint.
I’'m not sure which. How do you know whether
you're following your “true will” or whether you're
simply making a bad call? Worse, how can you tell
you're not being manipulated by something into
thinking what you do? If you persist in trying to
stand between hunters and their targets, one of the
| two is going to kill you sooner or later, and it
probably won’t be one of the other side.
You look out for yourself, you crazy old coot. I'd
~ hate not to read any more of your ramblings.
— “Curiouser and curiouser, said Alice.”

CHAPTER 3: SOULMATES

Ll'le [ivlng in any way, ancl gave no evic{encz o[ a:tua”y }mrming anyone.
Sc should [ E\ave triecl to maLe contack, per[orm some sort o{exorcr’sm, or just
[e{t weH enou3|1 alone?

I couIc[n't tell w}ulch course wou[r.' leac{ to the [easl pain. A[tl‘-ougl‘n a
glwst mig}ltszem harm{ess anc[ content, c!oes lhat mean it never |1|_,|rts oti’;crs
or never {ae[s tormznleJ Ly E‘:zmg eartl‘lkounc[? [ [acl(ec{ t['t.z Jun:{gmenl te
maLa t|1al sort of call.

Somenmzs, !mowing t!w correet patf-. of action was worse. When I
managec{ toi:lznt{fy an amicted thalwasc[early l:szyonc! my [\e[p, one thatposzcl
anobviousand immediate c[anger to the 3eneral puuic‘ the answer was obvious
— c{estroy it. But I'mno flghter. | tried [o”owingone t}u‘ng around for a couple
D[nigl‘lts, trying to mop up alter it, I‘leal t!\z peop[e ltwounc{ecl. ] cou[c{n.t 1<zep
up with it. [ [acluzc[ ti‘le I.ools to c[e{encl L[‘te vu[neraue or to taLv, it out mysz“. lt
was lerzmzl;.r {rustrating. I c{idn‘teven I'lave the nerve tostand in ilsway to give
ctl‘uzrs a chanct to escape.

T}\at‘s w[-y ] startec{ passing notes to my o[cl group. I lhaug[’:t, tl‘lat way
someocne wouH talcz action, anc[ i{any o{ tl'nem got hurt‘ wa“, it &ic[n‘t rea“y
matter — a{ter aH, the group was just getting what it wantec{: [I‘ZS[‘[ targets to
s[aughter. Sti“, it wﬂsn‘t a particu[arly cnlighlznzd stancl. I quiclc[y [-oum{
that l Just clictn‘t |1ave any answaers. l‘m not Lis on {altk, as [ tl'u‘n!c I men—
t{onec{, A“ I rea[[y had was l]‘le cies(re to I'IQIP, tlw willto per{orm cimrily. !Jut
without aty {ocus. direction or sca[.

In otfwr worc{;, f [ounci myse” witiwut any of Ll'nz l}ungs t]‘lat can be
prov!(}ed L}f a”izs.

I i]‘u‘nl( Truc!cer fs rtg}u, There 1 a reason for our diﬂerent viewpoints,
Wa‘re [il(e a l:»oc'y. I see the mi[itant as the ri5i1t ['lancl, threatzning with t]'u:
sworcl. wl’xi[z we're tl'le [e[l., o[fer[ngaicl._]lusl liLz Imncls. we nzec[a Eead loclirzct
us, arms {0 move us, ngs to support us. Without tlwse t}n‘ngs. Wz‘re only a
[ract(on as elfective as we could be. With Llnc[sig;\t, | think it was arrogant of
me ko bry to ge it a[onz. lt was rig[\t to aLa ncIon thosz LiI[ers‘ [}ut {oolish to t}:in[c
I couH answer t[uz call wit}lout help. I Just clon.l I'lave the coeurage, unc{erstanc{-
ing, sympall‘ny or faith to wor;( On my owrn.

| was introduced to my current group Ly another o[ the Jutilul, w]‘lo
f‘“ re{er to asSa“y. f worLec{ witl‘ljust !‘n:r [or a mont]‘l, w]w{:!\ was quite an
eyeTopener. We hacl [ocus anc[ Were more e“zctive togetl‘m‘ in prov{cling
I-ne[p te tl'ne needy. But we sti“ lacl(ecl any sort of way to c{za[ with extreme
actions whzn an a”[{cted was I:eyonc{ he[p. Sln: was more to[eranl t}lan I
am, more unc[zrstanciing, anc{ E1s] slw, spurred me on to try to I‘Iz[p am{c{zc{
that] would have Qivenupon. Eventua[[y. Sa”y pzrsuac{ec[ me to meet with
the rest of ]'Ler — now my —— group, [or which l am zxtrzme[)f grate{ul. f
clis:ovzre:l in tI\e end that she hacl iclent{[{ecf me as neecling he]p, On
re”zction, ] quess l did. We could I\ave wcrl(ed togethzrwilhout the ot]‘lers
il we Lac{ ta, chausz L}lere was littlz or no tension !:ztween us, Eutl t]ﬁn!(

our WZEIICHESSZS W’Ou[d [‘tave made us vulneral)le.

Living or Deap?

A dislurl:ing incident oceurred last m‘gl‘nt. We have been oEsewins a nest
nft]‘ne amlcled a !:itoulsh:le our usual territory. T}w l)zinss le'n{l)itsome interesting
dyna mics. T[‘le Ieader is clzarly irrzc[eemaL[e —a t[\oroug!n Lastarcl s am:{so are
a coupre o[ Iﬁs co]‘icrts (lhe [eacler even destroyzc{ one o{ |1{s own, with t|1r: other‘;‘
]m[p). But one seems extreme[y uncertain about his condition and his “assodatzs.“
and mightlx 5a[va3za|3[z.

We spent most of the everning Lezping an eye on them‘ when te my
Lorrorl nott’cec[ one of the [rotl‘m‘s from my o[c] qroup oLserv{ng Lhzm. too. [.c[
better start using names to describe this zpisode oritwill be con[usmg, Don'e
worry, tl'uey.[[ aH l:e Ea[se. ”[ca” my old group, tlw vio[cnlones. tlw Swards.

ancl my current group li‘le S]’lie[ds. l:ecause t]’1al ratller indicates our Ji{[zrent
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purposes. [.U ca[[ lhz a[{limd w[\o we tkousht mtgl‘ut Lz savzcl Arno[d. ['[[
refer to the Boss as Just that. So, | realised that the Swords were watcl-lins the
same amictzd that we were. H t]'le;r stiH operate in thz same way, thzy.“ Le
back tonlght to [aunc[‘l an attac](.

Now ['m ina rtal quanclary. Do we stay out of tl‘le way of tthworc[s, let
Ll'uem geten wiLL it, antl c!ﬁa“( Arno[c[ upasa regretlauz [oss? A{ter a“, f'}w
Boss is zvd anc! c{e{inltely nze(:ls to Lz conc[zmnecl. Shoulc[ we try to distract
Arnolc[ ané get I‘u{m out o[ ll'le area Le[cre tl'lz Sworr:ls stri](e. and then see i[ we
can help h{m? S}\oulci we rz\-'e.a{ ourse[\res to t['leworcIs ancl try te taU( thzm into
waiting a 13“, even l[‘:ougl‘nl 1<now t}wrels no poinl? Sl‘-ou[c[ we tip o[{Thz Boss
50 li'lat |13 can escapz? Tl\zSi‘l{eHs are cliv(ded. Sa“y ancl Micl‘lael (thz moon—
slrucIc) reaHy want to try to L\z[p Arno[c[, But the ot}mr two thin]c damase
contro[ isa E‘:el.ter option.

| suppose lhaveto put my money where my mouth is and try to find faith
in Truckerls 3ranc! p[an. ” au 0[ tI'w. c[ﬂosen I’l.:wz a purpose thzn wz'rz a”
va[ua!:[z, even t}wsz {rotlurs in t}m Swochs. I can‘t quite kring myse“ te
zndanszr other cl‘lcszn, even i[ it means putting peoplz I &isdaln before an
a[{llctec[ I [ee[ sympatl‘ly [or.

EXTREMIST'S

Hemsthef: a{e.R'gh’w)nenTea&a'&ddes’roir\/iohvefa‘f’dxhwi&eas.ﬂw
reason fo doubt thern

fhave had afriend. Hes one of us, Someone | really frusted, once He saved
several of the af flicted, of Fered them guidance and rehablifation. I callhim Joe,
for the moment,

I didntknow he had started preaching thathe was the only one who frdly
understood the calling, It seems he found Bod in the last couple of months, but
his god showed him the right way. 1 apparently involved Hurring his back on
anyone who didnt do things exactly his way, He watked out on his f riends, took
the penifents whom hed aHracted with bim, and found 3 handful of chogen
who were willing 1o do things his way. Initself, none of thatis necessarily bad,
H could all fitin with the p‘an.

Butits worse than fhat. fve heard hes sending his people out fo grab
fhe lost and bring them back Yo him. And not yust the lost, either. A few
chosen who have openly disagreed with himin front of the othershave been

# From: outback295
| To: triage.list@hunter-net.org
Subject: You're All Bloody Maniacs :
Jesus, mate, and T thought _you_ were off your
I rocker. I'm fucked if [know how you can have the heart
I to say that starting a religion can suit the call. That
sounds like a bunch of self-important shit tome. We're §
just the poor sods who got the job. Still, you're bang on §
that it's nothing compared to kidnapping some poor
1 bastard and killing him when he won't change teams.
~ Maybe we don’t have our own cops taking care of §
things, but that doesn’t mean we have to take that kind of
1 bullshit lying down. You've got to rat on this nasty fucker.
l You're going to have topost amessage tothe mainlist,and f§
erall the skinny you know——the guy’s name, where he |
be found, what sortof numbershe'sgot on hissideand §
that backup he’s got from the demons.
~ Otherwise, next thing you know he’ll be doing a {§

s,




invited 4o join him. Remairing members of Joes former group dont know
where hes qone. Word is, Joe was prepared fo kil anyone who wouldnt do
what he said.

{ think the plan is broad, but not that broad. Youve got o respect other
peoples opinions for the plan to have a chance. Maybe Joe is genine and he fruly

il R

CHAPTER 3: SOULMATES

believes hes heard the word of Bod, but ! cant believe that Bod would want us to
Kidnap and kill people,

Theresnothing wrong withpeople folowinghim. | quess, Thathappens any tve
agrouniSconfusedandscaredandone personseemsconfi ident, Butpreyingonpeoples
fears and using them o control their fves™ Thats wrong,

i,
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CHAPYER 4: THEREXY WORLD

And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up,
and lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh.

— Luke 21:28

Qur PurrosE

Tox stings. e@bunser-net.org
From: driver8 OO
Sudfest: Liimare Elns

Llsimts plans. How0e e goily bo resltin the earth from shom, A ot of
FIRHEEOSE ERINEIRg RDOKE KOWWE 72 £0iNg B0 F62 [F0my Ol ciet Pe Y SOIY tidte To
some 105 flittire.

! used to have biy plans, Seratsh thav. [ used 7o have & fuirly wodest
Plat. ! 0as going to tike ons part of one ity and. cave 7t. [ that woréed ow,
Iw sure 14 be ohiming in 0ith #ll Einds of naibe, well-meaning, cheerhl
UG ESTIONE FEFHE HOK.

1 don % orise big plans angmore.,

7 Week g0, i group wid [ desidod 10 2lean ous the hoopital of the ehings
Wside. [ not interested in telling the story. [ not prowd of how it 4l
Happened. Sulioe tosey that “Dossor Koy “iedoed, andsoic “Mishelle, "both
CREEHOUL Where Ehel il Auring Ehe 4oy, [/Rags Knew he deserved It Aclt tarns
Out, She &l b — AT 160ST, she a5 BS Wik 4 1T0EIM OF iy 48 SO Mbti patients
Were, [ onlly learmed it 200 lats, befbre one of the beosle RO saine L0 LoV, 50 helb
— his Mekjoan gy — pus & bulles i her head.

e docsn tond tihere, either. Dy befors yesteriay, my wife ioked we ous
o vhe house. My daiughser Boslin &tk 10 me — Woultn & evenbotat we. See,
Ehe Bhings e B0 440INSE Lhe MONSTErS Hen desper shan e think. Thrngonutie ve
THE JHOIINT OHES. Someties shoBed i Wifs pIatirss Of e £issing Other Romer,

A oouple of difVerent Romen, [ eould s andsay it wes the Kss of I in eaok case,
Duz i esn b, Onilyinone. Theotheris iy fantt, 1t ust kot my 0ife thought:
o aduiterer. Orinas. Afber/ius chosen, [brokeitofy. . eventually. That's
Like 16w reason | had an apart et dORAZON, ready to be used 65 @ hiding plece.
Fioas aiveady hiding there, / guess.

Lase wight, [ wet my Wit and horlawyerat o restaarant, e wasirom New
Englond, which strusé: we 0dd, She Aidn ¥ seom rel olear on by her leyer vis
rom Mascashusetts and hud iown iz to reprecent her. Onse [ looked with the
SIFhY, 7C woade cence,

176 mome e Frederiok Newsastie. [V anyone wants so &) him, /T hefp.

Fred Wias very polite RAe my WiTe Nes precent, bt che lof s wlons for
& BITe 82 BT SRy gestion, and that s bhen the fagade dropped. e threat-
ened me. 12 threatencd my fomily. #e pretey waek vold me that my
dasughier Ras gerting seduced and soripted even as e spoke. And there
wes o ey | ool protest thety.

FHeshomed me # piese of peper with 4 symbol on it One of vursymbols, bt
SOMETAIN W8S YOH WIEA TL. 6 0ac 45 37 Comeons dieid it ho didn ¥ waderstand
WRRL JE Meant, Whish thmed okt 10 b the ance. 11 cadd that i’/ e\piletned,
CVRHTRING, bl iy Dol be lerb aions. 8o Bowit, Hesaid he didn B evenbold
I BGAIST e BAAL F ET1Ved Bhe Ones i The ROSBITRL, e had HOERiNg bitt linfind,
Words for them. 11z implied vias | 4 done Aim # finvor by ersating an opening.

[eried o threaten him, buc [ didn s dos very good jos. [ guess | wot good
AL L. | Ol i Ehat ket Rappensd 1o et Was J0ing b0 huppen 20 him, [ ol
Hity [ W) DARE Lhel] Were igp 10 i Bhe gravegard,

Tt ¢ idhen he stareed 1o lesgh.
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1t turns out Koy and Miskelle didn s make thoss dend peopie some
back. It Just happened, maybe [ike in that sown i Canade. Koy and
Mishelie were trying 20 segpthen, beonise Lhey didn t Rens peopie looking
500 hard wt 411 the Weird things going on, Neweassle was the “elpert "they
Brought in £0 destroy the 20mibies, bt ke his 1o Tnterest [Inishivg now thet

“the pusciee” have beon £ilied.

At the time | 4idn ' believe him. But tony s paper seid Lhere s some
ind o riot down by the gravegerd, Nine people Were &iled, insluding 4 s0p.

Detiasic ol WASE SERITEA 1Y Were 1RgHE.

100 4ot e noE suiposed 0 ool personel informacion on lits, but [
Llusked animay. [fE 5 trwe TRt thoy don T £noR ko oF Wk e are, 0 can st
do comething aboit them. Birminghusy ic In srowble, people. Anyone Wko ean
come, please do. | probadly cen s meet With you. [ comprowiced. [ typing
L4 [Tom & libriary and hoping | h seaire. Memphis, thants for the 1o wbous the
sy, | 00y Lo HEEdIE HOW EHAE Wy Ascels hre frozcn. Lot s hope they don
it totwl convro! over the Siise banky.

8o, you aan cos Why | dow ¥ trust wlbimave plons. That s the sonle they
Workom, [chos for the moon, and what happened T/ sloned out the cubtie ones,
onllyto take the lid ofFehe insane Ones, leaing the oity Open [ or someshing wore
aH, runing sl o0k 172,

Lewrn from my lesson. Do good when you see the ohenes. Don s vry to
EHInE 04 Ve 408 the perspective 1 4ot ok She biy soate. You Tl just bliunder o
SomeLhing twise ws bad,

Subech Second Thoughts
Tt friaqe s H@hunternetiorg
Frome drucker 235

I've decidad to iynore everything | ve stood for, and | ve done i ! copied my
previous post fo Triage onto {he manlist, and added the informartion that | heve, whidh
tn Fverymuch oucanreadit l hereu previously caled my former friend Joe, but
Fis real name is Berry,

| st have second thoughts. t hope thet putling Berry s name and address
up was Fhe right Hhing to do, but it rips me apart. 1 S orly been 2 few hours and
|'ve already dowrloaded 2 bunch of emails, many from people Tefing mein great
deal of Hhe horrific things they e going To do To poor Berry. | don *tHnow how
itwill pan out and! don *twant ot Tber for awhole bunchmore death,
despitemyvow fonever letithappen again hadacouple of death threatsas well
— qot called Iraitor agzin oo | don t know i Berry s on the main fist, or even
here on Triage. If he s, he § probably do s best o revedl who [ am inretaliation.
He seemed prety Far gone. last ! saw him, He doesn ' know my real name, buthe
could certainly provide 2 good description of me. Then again. maybe he i come
afer me personally. Maybe that 5 what | deserve.

Mlaerm@n’red"mdmmﬁeaﬁe;ﬁh Bri‘g‘ﬂwebsﬂack’ro{’mres{o&ﬂ
Thert 5 whert we fe supposed fo do Try fo gt thelost o come home. H S never foo
Iyt for fhem fochangeif theyean find the wib IF wecouldbringenoughback toour Side
wewoukdsetanexample for therest, They dbeable folook fous. e forgiingand the
perifentworking fogether, andsee thatther brethrenare atpeace with the worldand
Fhemselves.PreHysoon we dheve fospendour fimehelping themtoread psstinstead
of Hrying fo persiade them fo change, We coudgo 2l the way meke the caling chsclete.
arﬂge’fmuiﬂwﬂ\ehﬁfﬁoﬂwdpigan&hd@

If enoughof thelost came home, | don *t Hhink there dbe any of therest
So Stuckin their ways that they couldn 4 see the benefits of returning, oo If
virlueisits ownreward, eilisits own punishment, No mater how callous you
hink you are, being evil always hurts a part of you. Y'ou can never be happy
thet way, With enough of the lostbecoming penitent, those that remain would
be So undermined that they d have ro choice but fo come back. You can’t
control the world with pst ahandful of troops, no matter how hard you frye
Sooner or later, there would be no options left.

P

| From: ashram242
To: triage.list@hunter-net.org
Subject: Purpose
I sympathise with your pain, Trucker235. Hav-
ing to abandon one’s deepest principles is always a
most unpleasant experience. I do not agree with you
} as to the final purpose of our calling, however. You
_Americans are so obsessed with “freedom” that you
ve little thought to what it means. Proper freedom
narchy, and that is a most terrible thing. The
rable state of affairs is to attain order, so thar all
- in peaceful knowledge of their station and
rove their lot on the wheel of life without
It is right and proper that the diseased
ven the chance to repent. Without the
to make amends, it is not possible to
trate that one is regretful of the past.
is to offer that forgiveness, to provide
ation to be attained. Purification is
ever, and the diseased must learn to
ictures of the gods, to make offerings
‘regain favour. Where one has
must be the chance for him to
“also have the humbleness to
s of the divine. Proper submis-
. means to purity and higher
1 of the wheel. We are doing
hma when we offer aid. It is only right
hat when the wortld is remade, we, the
pt the submission and obedience of §
rld, in the name of the gods.

Hleas*,ﬂﬁ+'5nn/&eamfhwwi+woddl:eanuplﬁbaﬂiea+ﬂﬂverybesf

— maybe pstasad Butwith the Heraldskeeping the plan going maybe
we have a charce, | might not get 1o see if, but someone would If not, it al comes
down fo blood and death againe

s Fave of vie Orner Sipg

(e broken off from the otkers in wlf group Who sirvived the Aospital
assails, [0 them it & for the bect, now thet | n beig Wateked, and sinse [
tihe onlly one who © beek threatened o [af.

Obvivusly, they haven 't £0lled me yet. As long as they hope [ wight
eave in and splll the beans, they Bon's do anythking to me. | Dhink,
anypay. ARYoKE ko DIRES L0 04K SOKTROE Mt 1or nformation ok find-
g oy daighier. Sire, hore wight be another monster on hic list, ot
che s already in there With & group of them. Maybe the demon | don’s
FHOD I ah ahgel In disguise. | ean T try vo find her personally. 1 would
be like puliing the trigaer myself.

Frederizk hac the dead tinder come £ind of sontrol, [ guess. There haven 't
doen any more “rivss. "

My divores i turning inso guive the logel apie. 1t ¢ both huspiting and
Aiusting to Ratoh my olf business [Mends and their lomyers flock to by side,
suen thowgh everyons nows | wan aduiterer. Maibe they 7o ol getting someon
the side, o0, Or maybe they Just VonE b0 prove something to “that siuek up
Yansoo-teinyer 8.0.B. "




[do havoone pivseof good news. | ve gor aroosmase. | ol him Renfieit,
57 e tved 20 be 4 Hiood sive.

Kenfteld was the sarssuter at the graveyerd. f1e choved up one dag,
Degying for my help. e soil he heard [ could heal people somehon. Maybs Koy
and Mishelle weren s ue obiiions to me that night ac [ thought. Renfteld
promised me anyching it/ coult take evey the oraings, mete ki crop
Danting their blood.

Wit he toll me conflms Dhat # [60) Other Deoble onliie huve oboeid,
Vempires give their biook 2o others to ereate blood siaves. Renfleid siuys the blood
G like adrug — it doecn ¢ tuke long ot wiito gt hooked, and onoe yoiare, you re
Willing to do Just about awithing for a 1Ix,

Renfteid & conroe s Dostor Roy. When the new vimpires took over,
Reonfioid went 2o them and aeted 0o be theirs tnstead, When ke souldn & offer
RHG IRTDIMALION BEOWE Wil FrONp — W, [ gluece — he Cail they Just bhghed 2t
Kine. Apparcnily they siggested thas ke “go see the man who £illed hic
master. "l gutss the looal dead things have started Saleing Rbout 1s as mitsh
46 W Ve beets tailing abont them.

7 tried the s of fifs on Kenfhold, bus it 41dn’t seem to ense hiv
sraving. [F It hurts the untend and heals the iving, maybe It < weutra! to
shose somenhere in berwesn? Does anyons kiow how 10 make shic wort s
A/ doing something wrong?

/ viled & 1o sariier aboit the tertible shings that monsters do to the
defencesses, bur Renflelt his shown me At R they 4o to their sermmnts s
worse. Maybe he ehose s foin “the other cile, " but Ratehing him cuf¥er, [ an
DIl ERENK EARE RITIERAPARRI TS peranse ehoigh [or ke sins. [ trging 2o kolp
i s mebeeh s [ oa,

T g ImporvaneE of CHARITY
Sul:jul: Do!ng W]‘lat Wc Can

From: teacher193

Ta: trlase.I{st@l’lunter-net.org

| prom{sed tolet youa [ know how events unfolded between the Swords and
t}le amiclec]. T}lerz were no !ast“minutz changes o[ p[an on our part, a[thoug[‘:
Mtchaelanclsen”ywerecIfsappoinleclwitl‘n thedecision nottuimer{zre. Wzl(nzw
the afllicted's routines {alr[y we“, soitwasn tthat difficult to find the ambush that
the Swordshad przparzd. ltwasina quigtcar parl:. TheSwordswere down to three
peop[e‘ but | knew them to be tougl1 and resourcz{uL so | Lelt {a{rIy sure they‘c[
enclure. Be;ic{es. fI‘lZil’ Izac[er — T]’wmas, tl'n: 5AME ONe w!w usecl me ko l(i“ t}u\t qi r{
in the alley — was in the army, a.nd }12 often managzc[ to acquire weapons,

Everything went smoo{H.)f a [{rst. asfaras| could tell. We were in the
van, across the car parlc. Lcezplng our heads down. The Swords had posftianec[
l}w{r ve}HcIe cantra”y. {or convenient access, ] sUppose. Thz amr_tted arrivzc{
ina Hacl( BMW S—series, ll‘le car of :hoice [or (lrug Jzalers anc{ pimps
l}lroug}loul Brttain. They parI(ed relauve[y c[ose to ll‘le Swords. As I:Lz
creatures got out al thz car, Tl'lomas ancl F\{s Iacls pilecl out t['nz Laci( o[ tl‘le{rs
ancl c}larged, Thzy 5tartec{ 5}100tin3 as tl‘ley c[osed, with st[zncers, f !:z[izve.
since the quns made little notse. The creatures did not expect to Lz]umpzc{, but
clicl thz:‘r L)esl to ra[[y,

[t was cllaos. anc{ [ Ji&n.t I’la\-’z a clear view o{ t[‘tz situation. After a {ew
seconc{s, everyone excepl T[lz Boss seemad to l:a down, Ha [oo[(e& to L-z in Bacl
sl‘lape, Lutwas stl[[sta nc!ing over Tl'lornas. We decic[e(! we coulcln.twait any
lonser ann‘I exitec! l}le van. Be{orz we could get close enough to c[o anytlling.
Thomas reac}wd up, 3raujec{ Thz Boss' sl‘uirt‘ ancl pu“e& thz L{zmon Jown, on
top o”ﬂm. Thzrz wasa muma({ t}lump. Mr, Bigalmosl sumzd te kounce, and
tl‘len neitl\ar movec{.

Thomas had killed himself and the demon with a grmac[z. Stmon was dead

too, his throat r{ppzc[ out, but Chris was still alive, | used my heaiins to stahilise

CHAPYER 4:YHEREXT WORLD
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[tim. then Michael got him over to our van. Amazt‘ng[y, Arno[cl‘ the penitent |
was concernecl for, was a[ive, hic{ing under l[le <ar. W]‘len whe [oun& ]‘Hm, he
wamz(:l us to leave i'ﬁrn a[one. tl‘lal i‘lz clldn‘t want any lroul:lz. Thrm }:e actual[y
Legged us nok ko !wrl. I'l{m!

That was all Tast nf311t, We got out of there as quiclc[y as pos;il:lz and
Arnou came wit[\ us a[ter I spo!(e ke ]1irn. We Ie[t Ckris on tl'uz curL in iront oia
[wspi:aI in a different town, hid /'\rnol[cl ina sma“ abandoned home out tn the
countrysicle, wherz whe cou[cl meet again, anci l’uea&tcl Lome.

Ie's amazing that the result we lwpecl for came about without us
;\clua“f,r talu'ng any action. I [eel SOTTY [or Thomas, tl‘lOuS[‘l. ” i‘lzlJ Eeen Izss
fixated on taLing his enemy with I‘l{m, we migl‘nt have been able to kill The
Bos; or chase i1im o[[ anc[ save Tl'lornas‘ [il.e, Mayl:z thc HeraIc[s rzauy do
have some sort of p[an.

Our success mal«es me t]‘ll!‘ll(. T]‘lz way I see it, wz'rz hzre — thz &uu[ul,
ll’lal is— tosave tl‘le am{ctzcl tl‘lat can hz salvagzcl. Ancl to l‘le[p t[\ose choszn
who qet hurt putting AOWn thz ones that can‘t be savec[. T]‘lat‘s our purpose.
Not everyone can ljZ l)rousi\t around, [IJ lovz to t[‘tlni( t[‘my can L)e, 'but tl‘lt‘f
f_an‘t. Evzn wit!a t}w wil[ and a“ the resources, tlwra were a[ways I(ids at
EC]'IOOI who were just l)acl [t's the same Wit[’l t[';z amicte({. ” conecafn l)e snvecf.
however, we |l find a way to doit. Ever}r penitent we can 3at!12r strengti‘tens
our side. Evzn il the people wesave re[use te ta!(z any partin l]'uz ca“ing. We've
weal(e necl t}w other sifie [:y one, “ they wl” help, we'\rz 3aine<} a vita[ source
0{ [ngormah'on anc[ mayi:z a pcwzr{u[ a”y.

Hour particular mission is to save the a{ﬂi-‘.tecl tl'lat we can, then t['\e, overa“
goa[ o[ t[w c[wsen must l‘)e toreturn lhzwor[cl to['tuman contro[. A[ter tI‘nat. I con[ess
[ clon.t rza“y anlw. We can cross tI‘laL l:riclgz wl‘nen we come to it Tl‘lere will
a[ways be a nzecl for Ewa[ers ancl mecltators‘ with or w{t[\ou{ t}\e afﬂmd in our
rnic[st, 50 we don't need to worry al)out going out of business.

There needs to be a balance in the way the ca“ing is [oHowzc[. L[\oug[‘..
Tl-lat's why itls 50 vilal that we remain merci[ul and caring. Without us, the
chosen are lefeto Le aggressive. T}le first thing you learnin any conlronlatlona[

situation, ['m to[c[. is to create or look for an escape route. W ithout us, the

amicteclare loclcec[ intca waro[su rvlva[with :l'nz otl‘ner l‘.l‘lOS&T‘l. T!‘IZT‘H l:a {orcecl

riage.list@hunter-net.org
at many outside of this country do not know
e Kings of Hell are dutiful servants of Jade
or. There isno malice within them. Aswithall
irits who work for Heaven, they are obedient
aries with a specific task. They judge the
ign them penances according to their
so according to lists provided by Jade

ople brought up with the chaotic reli-

‘est: You are used to believing that Hell

, run by evil. In truth, this is not

eaven requires that every per-

an ted task. Evil isfailing to perform

¢ been given astern duty, toremind the

eir duty to Jade Emperor, that they might

hteousness. The restless must be re-

irduty, and theirdisobedience punished
ctates of Heaven.

to Iig]‘lt tooth anc{ na!l‘ because there waulc{ be no optien, Wz are L[‘lz olive
h]’dl‘l(l‘l for the amicted, the vital way out. That's wl'n,.r ft is so cructal that we
a[w.ays remain :haritaue‘ rzganﬂess of the cost. Without us, a lot more lives

woulcl l:e [ost —on l)ot]n sides.
FoRGI¥ENESS

Things wren’s going well with Renfeld. Sinse wy loct post, he ¢ az-
Laskted e thice, Botk times ot night, both times e tried 2o bite we. [ he
s b50 Dent om0ithireiel, | 4 prodably be dead. #1esieeps shained up how
— by ki 0w reguest. Owly the SIght gives e hope. #e s still gos a dark look
10 iy, bt It & fading slowly.

[t o saking iectoll, shough. Inthe o Deekhe v boen With me, ke s kged
Len years. [ hink 475 thoight prosesses are impaired, maybe permanenzly. Or
b 18 S JUST he CONSERNE Pain. | 0T hoysei's prosoription [or painkiliers
and those help hity & (iEdle, but | don s RENT hity 00 Lride one addiztion for
eHOther. Bus malbe that s the best thing. AS leact dostors £nom what to o
WIth & simple diig ARAGSLION,

The oy rouson | foe! free o even post his messhge is to keep Neweastis
whd hiv oronies distracted. They know [ here, KOt somelhers else eansing
Lrowbls. Toallof jounho roooming thioughtown, thanks, [beg you, Keep the
BPESTUre OR S hulioh s possible. The [ire s & good ides. | EHink iz Killed 4 ot
of zombizs. OF source, | don't dare gev voo elose for f2ar of i Wazshers
diveovering yor.

Bonfiold wants 2o be free, Sometimes [ think e d go buck to them i 4
second, i ke only had the ehancs. Other tines [ Shiné he @4 imself,

Maybe Renfleid i my penanse for being 00 #170gaNE, 50 Shre of miself.
How many people died i the " rioe " How many hive Newoastle and bis [Fiends
illed, now that | Ve opensd the wuy for them T F00 miich blood s on my hunds T
Hii very presense reminds e daily of how [ Ve failed.

Common MistAKES

| 've dore 2ot of SoLﬂSearcHnﬂ over the last coupie of days. | discovered
alot of Hhings thet | din "Hthe. | ve been givingalot of fhought fo Fature. There
seems fobe plentyof itaroundat the moment. Toerrishuman, "Tkeepreminding
ryself, butit doesn “tmakeitany easier, Berry wasa goodman, orce. | n yustnot
it out do be an execulioner. A most of us have admitied over the last few
weeks, we do have Tlaws and wegknesses, and many of them are relatively
comMmon 3Mmong US.

If we have a dear idea of thermistakes that we make. | Figure we have abeter
e of avoidng them Plezse forgve e | seem rfcl ' becs i disp
}nh’f&dwi‘lhrnyselﬂ.fwanﬁoé‘ﬁaﬁowmﬁfconmwﬁakeﬁ.}wxﬂw}apgm
a-dw!mH'mkwarrhSSgﬁare.HnﬂﬁeithSim&)Ihwro’rpmi’nﬂanyam.
lew?enFFaﬁedmay'oeyouéuMaSkymrde why,

RrRoGaNCE

?wrosaweismnns*mnmﬁ#@ﬁ'ssoeasﬂofaﬁhhfmn@rew{
ﬂﬁ’fyur'deasarer@w‘i.ﬂ*ﬁfymr[.vaihisﬂwergh’mnarﬂyardou'n’fsésaprwear.ﬂ
redlysalzlesyou hough Hmakesitdif Fiatto workwithothers, or even fo conrect
with them.IF you have ro dovbt about your opriors, you never ften fo what other
pegple have 1o say.

H goes further then o thet, though After arrogance comes pride, and fhen
delusionsof qrandeur, We For‘ge’rﬂﬁ’rmrﬁfswemean’r’folﬁp usheal the world.
Thenwelaemmedvuﬁywﬂhwcmvgab‘famﬁrﬂ?mﬂywdec&ﬂwa‘?w?ebeﬁer

M@mﬁ?ﬁaﬂh@hw%amh&k@*uﬁoﬁew
Jm'o‘F.T‘naJr’s'mwyoucan*eﬂifqmr’ffrmum%ﬁm—m%arma’.mﬁmrm
for doubt, even when there ‘s plenity of room. The anfidote s to remember how mudh




pa'nﬁtrebshﬂ\ewar{cl'mwnldwmﬁerigymwﬂm\ersd*oSee!e‘lduthelp

wiﬂw.Tryfowdersfa'dﬂﬁeveryad’mﬂﬂﬁ?gsmiowpe&nmaybﬁgpah
‘o another. M S cause and ef Fect,
EMPAYHY

Trying oo herd o feel for athersisa frap, fooulknow it doesn # soundmuch
fke a flaw, Hisn 4 when it 5 used in moderation. Without empathy, we couldn 't
understand how anyone else Feels, and so we drever be able 1o help people. Bt it
can be 1zken Yoo far and it can lead 1o deluSion. IF we allow ourselves fo be too
symparthette itbecomes easy o manixdate us. I thathappens, it Srotscaling the
shots. We df want o heal 1o !\dpo%hﬂ’ﬁ. Fymaﬂowymrsdﬁohear dea'fyou
want 1o hear, Mihﬁh&sﬁgmymﬁymmayexpo&yuusdfmd the others
you work with fo exireme danger,

The first sign that you e letling empathy get the beter of your common
sersseis when youwant fohear parficar answers somuchthatyou give one of the
lostrepeatedopporfurities nomater howbadyhebetraysyouAs HingSprogress,
you maty wind up runviing errands for he lost, maybe even serving them.

More dangerous is Seeing things you want ‘fuhﬂ\.elosjf.evenw’nenﬂvey?e
not there, Hearing an imaginary fone of reconcliation. Seeing grief affer an
alrocity, The nextHhing you know, you Imistake a demon For one of the peritent
and you 1l wind up dead,

Pvoid this drap by reminding yourself that the lost are dever and
cunning PF’(‘C{BJIMS-

Comrtrecency
fomplacercy s related fo arrogance, but it 5 less common. s thet rrationl
feelng ﬂm{(\feryﬂiﬂisdtay.{h#ﬂwﬂalbeaﬂr@tr'omaﬂerm)na?ﬂfc'mm
Starcess.[f, having Teken an acfion, you find yourself siting back with a satisied s,
Secxrehﬂfhwﬂrdgeﬂﬁiyw'\ed:mﬂwerithHg—&mBchreymhnwany
of the resutts — then you suffer from
Prother way thet it can marifestisn the "Hwon
¥ ouknow beter thanother people anddon #reed folstento ther

fome "Syndrome,
warningSor advice,
Fyou rereadnqand thiking, T mnotike thet, Hemears someoneelse.] dnever be thet
way, " mafraid you akeady are,

IF you fake Too far, you become blind o dangers and detals. You
Feel ke you can get away without faking even basic precautions. Your body wil be
found soon af fer, and you can °t el heal the world when you e dead.

{erow ol hout I've was so selfrighvteous thert! thoughtl would
rever have fo face 2 nowin siuartion, What ! haven 1 old you s that Berry nearly ot
me.f"iyguardwasc!omamﬂﬂu@wﬂtwasw\fﬁerd&dmhad‘eém*omed
him. | didn tthick anything of it, Hecould never be a hreat, "Holdmyself, Wemetat
aber, andaffer we were there for awhie, the bartender askad, Isyour friendallright?
I don t want any froddeinbere. ”

That Swhen! Hruy saw Berry for the first e, He had this waded outockin
hiseye,llooked at Hnandarmnclﬂwel:anarﬂsawﬂﬁ*amgple&wwoﬁdth
waﬁlostwerea‘fﬂww&fab!e,wa&%igm.hﬁ&ﬁlwargarmﬂf&m”fﬂiﬁhey
expectedme to WDFFSDSUCH?I’JY.

Inbcision

Last, but definitely not least, is indecision, That s what happens when
you become foo paranoid, worrying about whether you re arrogent, compla
cent, empathizing or even safe. The botom fine is fhat we e not really
Supposed fo Sit around worrying too much about sufT, If we qet indecisive,
we lose the focus fo actually do anything, and we F, orget our part in the
Heralds "plan, We spend so much fime £ rettingabout whether we fe doing the
right thing, seeing all the dif ferent possible angles, that we don getround o
ever !1E1P'|n3 any of thelost.

H woukdbe reel easy for me fo become ndecisive rightt nows Hwoddgveme a
gea’rrea&nJroavd&makhsmymenﬁfa!esﬂf‘}&rnefnﬁ&igmﬂigisﬂe
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Wm&nfaﬂ.ffyou&aswhedsbem@eyw renotsureof anactioneven
whenyour qut-telsyouwhat Sright you re suf fering fromindecion. Backin the war,
r&c&nmem*youbuﬂmedty\u)rfeﬂemnycrep‘fh’rosb*yo-.rﬂroaf.lh rot
age ﬂigsarea!ﬂwai&rﬁferedmw.

You 'vﬁso’f 1o find 2 midde Sround between not Jd\in!(inﬁ about conse
quences and not hinking abourt anythingatal M shard. [ don really know how
JfoJoif.lauessf}ﬁ*k@m{odum+5&m5r@ﬁhdp those who need
it and let the Heralds quide me,

Prddon "feppecﬂoBer@lw’f&ery‘i’mdﬂﬂ.'fso*anmwaﬁrorn%y.ﬁsays
“You fon"ei’rymrrbbﬁofneadwﬂbeexem*edﬁ‘eﬂt‘ﬁ’fdyouam"

11 suderly g0 qiet, you know whet s boppened
ConDEmNRY 10K

! shouldn s have tested their patienee. Now my wifs is dead, She
Lol me 50 herself

She come 0th & messags, # letter [rom my danghter begping me o
cooperate Witk Newoastie, She alco hud & gun — one of wine — Whioh che fired
410 She walafVer [readthe lester. Thenche droppeddend. Theydidsomething
70 hier beforehand, they mist have, then cent fher o me.

[ heard the irens woments leter. Far 500 500 for any of iy seighbors to
haie reported, shors,

17t Wasi e for Renfeid, [  sire they dhave gotten me.  picked up the
0, REDEA. 3%, Flred 76 again wid yelled 25 s 20 Men. | did,

718 5 dead, £00. e divd In a Shootous Rith the polles Who thoughs vl
Were Killing me. The newspapers cloim ke Wis o 47 it [ hived 20 &5 oy Wi,

12 Rould be 5o easy vo take Kipsaw up on hic offer and join him. To
say, “They re all evil ond she oure is o bulles. " To 71 without mersy,
hoping 00 matoh them denth or death. Hoping vo one duy be us terrible
26 they are,

Ls0uul, / ave more guns, [don s know where Frederiot i, bus e spocved
@ 120 OF Wi aronies around the Fravepard, [ sould tate thew out in 4 Fieze of
ghory. [ couid die £iling two or thres of hic agents.

Buat [ soult only do thas bscause Renfleld soved me. That only huppened
Deciice [ saved him. [san b be surs, bus | ERINE that e — or the human being he
OHOEHAS RHA DS DEBOMING Ag0iN— WO it been sodl 10 see e betray wiself
/ean ¢ be sure.

[ sed 70 be 5o cure wbout everything, but | san's be sure of anything
whimore. And yet | think Renfleld suw me as something wore. Something
bester than RO gronps trying to out-hars one snother. Or magie he wias
WrOKG #HA PeveRge I the bect oholse. [oan t go that way, though, Not arber
Adiing saved kit

Not now that [ ve been seved by hi.

RoGuES AND EXTREMIST'S

Some o[ us are alreacly starting to go too [ar, and I Jonlt just mean
the out-and—out {rot]'lers. As we get cleeper and cleeper inte the ca“ing,
we get Iurlhzr {rom wlmt‘s tru[y important, the c[rearn. Wz los.z si3|1I o[
what our friends and [amtly mean to us, ofwl'\y it's important tosave the
amicte(l. It‘s ironic tl'lat aswe seem to get l!\e most power[ul tools to worl(
wlth, we losz trac[( o{ what it was tl'uat we were trying to do in lhe lirst
p[aue, ['ve heard of several of the chosen who now treat the mission as
some sort of game. It's not a game, It's a desperatz strugglc to free p.:op[e
anc!‘ for us, to save Iives anc{ sou[s.

Tl'le extremists may I‘lave seme important insi3|1|s. Tl'ley may even
[mow some truths of our conclition, l:ul Ihey seem Lo Le losing I:ra‘:I( ol
whal it is thzylre supposecl to l:»e c[oing. As Truclcer [ouncl out, you Fla\«'e

to assume tilat our worst are at [zast as (:Iangerous as any amicled. One

o Wy,
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sztl)acl( too many coulcl do itto any D{ us, so c{on.t assume an olc{ [rlzm:l {5
[ine — or even that you are.

I ]'marcl arumour a'nouta roguein C)zrmanyw[‘to Lad sou outte t}lt am{ctecl
in return [or money aml protection. [ ]1ave no ic[ea !'{H'S true, Lut 1[ it s, 5|1a nzerls
urgent attention. Who l<nows. maybe 5[\2 can even be l:roug}n l’JacL to the [o[rl,

T[w one ll‘ling we can‘t aﬁ‘orc[ is to aI[ow rogues to continue to act w{t[‘mut
sonwsortc[lnterwntion,0[course,1lhinlcwzs!\aulddozvewth{nngcan tosave
pzop[e like that, T]‘lere"_-' alotto work with. We'resull aIiw.. sull normal pzople.
rzaHy. There shouu bene pro[’:\[em rzmincl(ns aturncoeat aboutwl‘tat itmeansto be
human, to show the pain and gricl that the afflicted cause, [t has to be caster than
pzrsuacl{ng a &emon tl‘lat he can rejoin society,

I [ear tllal l[‘nzre.s a 1ot L]‘lat a roque cou[ci clo ter wza!cm t[\e rest UE us, d I'l¢ cl:ose
to. ]n away, a psychopat]‘t wlw l(ius otl‘ner c[]oszn ts better than one WI'IO rzvzals our
secrets to t[‘le am{ctec!. Eit[hzr way, rogues slmu{c{ LE our top prierity wlﬂen we I‘lzar of
them.T[\ey ]‘lavz tobe mac{e torepentor Ll'lEjf l'lave lol}z kiI[eJ [orti'mir goodor{orours.

lwoulc[n‘ the 5urpr{szd :'{ 1|‘u: am{ctzd E'nac! theirown means o{r.ommunlcating
amongst lhumsz[vzs, Just like we do. Can you imagine what would [‘:appzn ila

turncoat 1fanslatec1 some of our signs and sent t['uzrn to the clemons?

More T nan Humax?

Thers s an ALB out on e — everqons vlooking. (I you e besn natoh-
tng the Birminghon paers, you ve probably flgared ous [ w Heiry Eames, ok
dovsn & mutter anymore. | ve it that nams and 11 Behind, and | m hiding iy
How-Liemous fice as el we [ 6o,

My dasnghser Naomivas here inthe eicy allalong. Theystillhaven tATled
her — of dons anyehing Worse, as for as [ san tell. That gives we #ope. Even
Lhough /' 4 fugieive, they wans 50 keep » £nIf 4% iy throat. The lact time /
suiked to Neanstie on the phowe, ke calok wbows leavlng the oicy and reieasing

i

N 17 1% sull of¥ “uiy oren. " Apparently shas s you good people, 4nd fe
Shinds e e some nd o Organized movement. Linless ke s fnking me out (o
very real poscibiliey ), [ ve [Tnally got Aiby sonred.

Couldismerehuman [ Yightensuoh wthing TR monster that s sommiid
thedead? The old Henry Enmes wight hoove seidyes. If evoryoning hatgone wy
W0l 1Yl Family hadin s beenipped apar, it Ididn Eowe iy lifs o someone tiet
wlotof youRowld have Killed immediezely, | dprobubly ook at mysight, my povér
10 he, oy VLY 00 repel mOKSTErS With 4 WOrd, and (st might sa, “Yfes, [
more than i 1o, ”

But lean b cay vhet, booaise 1t oud nean Eonleld wns iess than himes.
Bosauce that s the [Irse tep to susting yourself' off from sosiety, [rom the
ordimary peopls ko heed ws. We need hem just os badly.

Ripht now, | 'n boing protested by someons [elped onee. Someons/seved.
§/ e — eaeshronperc Von ' coen got hat wish — asked if | 0as & saint. | saik
[ 10s Just luoky. That [ e in the Hght place #7 Dhe 1ighE Lime.

Keep qovur importanse in perspeorive. [f 4l of e dicd tomerron, the only
omes who 4 really notise are the monsvers. Ortinary peoplears everyshing. Onoe
you start thinking wormal [ols dow b matter, LAAE S When qow besomt &
MOHSTL.

¢ chotall about you. Hou 7¢ HOL Lheconterof the wniverse. [tholght that
[i0as for & 0hile, When lwes Dere soved, 7% as because "o and wi people "saved
them. When things Rent wrong, | blemsd myself.

[ diin’s 41l oy 0if%. [ ot responsible for Renleld < deash or (or the
denths ot the hospital. | HOE EAGT DpOrtany.

[ 03 40t assame LAt | Fnow bester JUsE beeavise | san peroeive bester.

103 not asoept Rorchip. [ 00l not Kl Wichowt remorse.

Al thit matsers i that e are normal, ontinery people. Thinking you 7e
MO BRLES 1Ok VeSS,




INHERIT THE ERRYH

Wz Lnow t['lat wzlrz supposed to save Ll'nz worIc[ {mm darknzss anc; e\.r{l.
Tl'lal seems to l:e Just alaout t|12 only Llllng tl‘lat an d'nz clwsen €an agree on, apart
mayl}e {rom tl‘lz meanings of our signs. Has anyone sloppzd to wonc{er wl‘nal t['kal
actua”y means or tmp[izs?

l t sounds !{I(z tl‘natoerry cf\ap o[Trur.!(er's I1as given [ar too rnucl'n t[ﬁous['tt
to in]ieriting the eartl‘l, and hewants tostart risht now, before the work ts done.
!t wou H Le easy to assume l[ﬁat as tI'ze choszn. we‘rz somel‘low superior to tllz

senzral pul)IlC, mere c!riven. purer, more r{gl‘ltzous, ft § a persuasive argument.

Wz are, a[ter a[L the ones wI‘ao |1zarc{ t}m ca“, who I'lac{ tl‘le strcngtl‘u to (Jo wl'lat
had to be done.

Are we, t[\ougl’n? May!:e the call !‘:appens ona casa-l:vy-case l:asis, ]I[ t[mt‘s
true, lhen surz[y Ll'nz reason tl'lateveryone !nasn't |1za rc! itis t|1at t|1¢ Hzra[cls havan't
gqot arouncl to t[&zm yet. Mayl:e we're ne more ris['lteous d‘mn anyong el.se.

I lhinl( it wouH !)e mmzwl‘n&t presumptuous to assume tl':at we were Lhe l:cst
ofmankind. True l(ersays wecan fallintoa god complcx. Well, ]'ve neverlelt quite
[iIce tl‘lat, l:ut I l(now W[‘Iat ile means, ancI ! clon't t['ninl( tI‘lat l:langer is Nstrtctz& to
us = locon [essors.

Hwe Jo ourjol: properly‘ l Jon 't tl‘linI( lherc's going to l:z any nezd [or us to
tal(e cl‘uarse o{ tJ-lings, Power corrupts, anc! il we hcolc contro[ once ljw service was
done, we‘cI md up fust [i!(z t[‘re a[ﬂ{dﬁﬁd, oppressive ancl preclatory. Mayfn they‘re
peopIe too, or were, just [rlc.z We are — power{u[. arrogant, thrust into a position
wit|1 inexpl{ca{)[e s]({“s am‘l wiIJ'mut any understandins o[ wl'latls happenzc{.
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CHAPYER 5:NEW RULES

For the day of vengeance is in mine heart, and the year of

my redeemed is come.

— Isaiah 63:4

As the imbued with perhaps the greatest interest in
rehabilitation and healing, whether of their fellows or of
monsters, Redeemers are by their very nature gentler than
many of the other creeds. Their interest in salvation gives
them the strength to face the horror of the truth. In game
terms, their role as the conscience of the hunt is reflected in
the capabilities and Traits that they embody. This chapter is
dedicated to the common and new Archetypes, Abilities,
edges and rules that pertain to Redeemers. These Traits
define who these people are in game terms. These qualities
are not exclusive to Redeemers, though — other creeds can
have them, too. The following mechanics are simply indica-
tive of the forgiving and may be passed on by them to other
imbued as hunter society becomes self-aware.

New Rreneryees

| HTH

The Healer’s driving passion is to alleviate pain and
suffering — whatever the cause — from something as small
as a graze on a child’s knee to the starvation of a drought-
ridden country. She dedicates herself to easing the discomfort
of others, regardless of the humanity or inhumanity of any
victim. Medical professionals, social workers, psychiatric
caregivers and clergy can embody this Archetype.

— Regain Willpower when you are able to heal
grievous wounds of another’s mind or body.

CYANGELIST

The Evangelist believes, and this belief is a shining
torch by which his world is illuminated and understood —
and to which the world needs to be converted. He works
himself to the bone to convince others of the significance
of his beliefs, so that as many as possible might be saved.

Although Evangelists often believe in a major religion,
many do not. Astrology, Vegetarianism and Psychoanaly-
sis have their own Evangelists. Missionaries, priests and
cult leaders can represent this Archetype.

— Regain Willpower when you are able to convince
someone that one of the foundational points of your belief
is legitimate.

T'eachzr

The Teacher derives satisfaction and self-respect from
passing knowledge or wisdom on to others. Some demand
subservience from their pupils, whereas others work as equals,
but all of them feel a burning need to hand down their
experience, information and understanding to the people
around them. Some Teachers focus on one area of knowledge,
whereas others are more eclectic. Lecturers, writers, academ-
ics and reformers can exemplify this Archetype.

— Regain Willpower when you teach someone a
useful skill or a vital piece of knowledge or wisdom.

Paracon

The Paragon is a straightforward, uncomplicated person
with a strong moral and ethical code. Being comfortable with
open plans and plain talking, she disapproves of underhanded
tactics, lying and subterfuge. She's neither naive nor foolish —
just solid and reliable, as good as her word. Farmers, truck
drivers, police and factory workers often fit this Archetype.

— Regain Willpower whenever your straight dealing
wins out over subterfuge.

Redsemer Cames

Although Redeemers share many qualities, their overall
physical and mental development differs widely based on their
level of commitment to their ideals. Redeemers in each of the

R W,




HUNTER BOOK : REDEEMER
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three typical “camps” — conservative, moderate and liberal —
tend to exhibit a range of Archetypes, Abilities and Back-
grounds that reflect their particular outlook on the world.

ConservaTIVE

Conservative Redeemers sympathize with the plight of
monsters, but are far more concerned with looking after the all-
too-human victims of monstrous abuse. Time is short, and they
are really interested only in easing the pain of the living. If there
were more time, fewer people to worry about, if the dead weren't
the enemy. .. but the world is the way it is, and there’s no use
crying over spilled milk. Some conservative Redeemers even
restrict their efforts to fellow imbued, reasoning that a healthy,
sane hunter is more important to the future of the world than
an unfortunate member of the public. The upshot is that
conservatives are the most likely of all Redeemers to get along
with imbued of the more militant creeds.

Because they are hesitant to compromise with mon-
sters, sometimes even seeking them out and destroying
them, conservative Redeemers place a lot of stock in Physi-
cal Attributes, particularly Stamina and Dexterity. It's

o~

in mind when your Redeemer seeks to save any lost soul.

important to be able to swing into action when necessary.
Social Traits come next, Charisma above Manipulation or
Appearance, because agood bedside manner is important for
dealing with the vulnerable. Mental faculties are typically
the least important to these Redeemers.

When considering Abilities, Talents are a significant
part of the conservative's day-to-day repertoire, particu-
larly Alertness, Empathy, Intimidation and Leadership. Of
the Knowledges, Medicine is undoubtedly the most impor-
tant — most need to know something about healing the
living. Skills tend to be focused on least, with Drive and
Firearms being the most common.

Conservative Redeemers often possess Backgrounds
that help with managing daily life, such as Allies, Contacts
and Resources. Other edges can come from Zeal paths such
as Defense and even Vengeance.

Moberars

Whereas conservative Redeemers tend to be stern and
aloof in their treatment of monsters, moderates are consider-
ably more open-minded in their attitudes and beliefs. Like




conservatives, they are often pragmatic about working with
other imbued, and most recognize that the other creeds have
important contributions to make to the mission. That doesn’t
mean they sitidly by while a sympathetic monster is attacked,
however. These Redeemers have a strong interest in trying to
save any creature that seems salvageable. Conversely, they
recognize that not every creature can be saved and that evil
has to be destroyed in the interests of the common good.

Moderate Redeemers have all sorts of origins and person-
ality types, and do not show any clear bias toward Physical,
Social or Mental Attributes. Different people answer the call
in different ways. In general, Strength, Appearance and Wits
tend to be the least valued of their three categories —
moderates tend not to go for the sorts of overt acts that some
of more aggressive creed members engage in.

Talents are common among moderates, especially those
Traits that involve gathering information or influencing others.
Subterfuge is often popular, as deception is often needed to get
close enough to a monster to evaluate it and perhaps try to help
it. Skillsand Knowledgescome an equalsecondafter Talents, and
can be as broad-ranging as the hunters themselves.

Moderate Redeemers often have Backgrounds that pro-
vide insight into monsters and the service, such as Contacts,
Exposure, Mentor and Patron. The paths of Judgment and
Vision are favored for edges outside of Redemption.

Liscrat

The liberal Redeemer generally sees herself as a force of
healingandreconciliation. Liberals typically dream of bring-
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ing monsters as a whole back into the human fold, and they
are loath to say that any creature is beyond help, no matter
how steeped in evil. These confessors feel that past wrongs
can be forgiven for any being who is prepared to consider
repentance. Needless to say, this outlook brings them into
strong conflict with many of the other imbued, and although
they tend to be pacifists, some liberals will gosofaras to stand
between a colleague and a target to give a creature a chance
to escape or explain itself. Some hunters — particularly
Avengers — consider liberals traitors.

Social Attributes, particularly Charisma and Manipu-
lation, are the mosthighly valued amongst liberal Redeemners.
Mental Attributes, especially Perception, come second, and
Physical Traits, led by Stamina, are a distant third. Such
people focus strongly on discussion and persuasion.

Talents, particularly Awareness, Dodge, Empathy and
Intuition, often prove the most useful Abilities to liberals.
They generally value Knowledges, including Occult and
Science (Psychology), over Skills.

Backgrounds useful to liberal Redeemers include Con-
tacts, Destiny, Exposure and Patron. Edges from outside the
path of Redemption are most likely to come from Defense, as
liberals’ compassion often puts them in extreme danger.

The following new Abilities are likely to belong to Re-
deemer characters, but aren’t necessarily exclusive to them.
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Mermbers of other creeds may possess these Traits. The Story-
teller should approve such “poaching” before your chronicle
begins, though, to ensure that all players’ characters are unique.

SKitts

Disqurs

Le Flocg stood looking down at the crowd from the balcony.
It was @ warm night, and Geneva's beautiful people were
enjoying the lakeside promenade. They strolled beneath the
trees, stood gazing out over the water, gathered in elegant cafes
and busy bars, or kissed under the stars.

Near the fountain, a young woman leaned back against a low
stone wall and, seemingly, gazed straight up at him. Le Flocq retumed
her attention, then froze, stunned. The same showlder-length golden
hair, turned in slightly at the ends. The same type of sheer, strapless
dhress. Even the same glasses. Shewas theexactimage of Anna, in Paris,
that afternoon before her death— their deaths, he amended.

Without shifting his gaze from the woman, Le Flocq reached for
the phone. “Wickham? Matthew. There is a girl by the fountain.
Please inform her, politely, that  will have a bottle of Cristal waiting
on ice for her in the cocktail bar of the Grand if she wishes to meet.”

Sometimes, it can be extremely useful to appear to be
someone or something you're not. This Ability allows your
character to change his or her appearance to mimic that of
another. Appearing to be a nonspecific type of person is
relarively easy. Making oneself difficult to recognize or imper-
sonating aspecific individual is challenging, and either imposes
high difficulties. Many simple disguises can be created with
easy-to-obtain items such as cotton wool, make-up and flour.
More exotic disguises may require specific items such as expen-
sive clothing and props, which a character with this Skill may
know how to obtain with sufficient rating. Disguising someone
else is onlyslightly harder than disguising oneself. A high rating
indicates someone with training as a make-up artist or costume
designer. This Skill does not indicate any acting ability, just the
knack of altering appearance.

Novice: You know what a difference cosmetics
can make.

Practiced: You can fit a wig that doesn't slip —at
least not immediately.

Competent: You could make a career of make up,
costuming or wardrobe.

Expert: Givenallittle preparation, you can change
your appearance enough to fool pursuers.

sseee Master: Not even your own mother can recognize you.
Possessed by: Make-up Artists, Actors, Costume Design-
ers, Undercover Police

Specialties: Stereotypes, Evasion, Street People, Corpo-
rate, Simulating Individuals

Knowtenges

Locate

“That place looks okay,” Claire said. “Quiet, clean. It
should suit us nicely.”

John shook his head. “It’s empty at the moment, but it's
trendy. In 10 minutes, it's going to be swarmed with business
types from the office across the street. You won'’t be able to hear

.

yourself think in there. We need to find somewhere that’s going
to be quiet for a few hours.” He glanced around, and then called
to a man across the street. “Hey, Billy!"

“Billy” looked back suspiciously, then smiled. “Hey, John.
How're you?”

“Where you going tonight?”

“The Poacher. See you there?”

“Maybe. Have a good one.” John turned back to Claire.
“If Billy is going to the Poacher, all his friends will be there too.
It'll be crowded. The Olive Branch will be pretty empty, so we'll
have plenty of room to plan without attracting attention. Even
better, there’s a guy named Trudwell who doesn'’t like Billy's
crowd, so he’ll be at the Branch, too. He runs arental company,
so we'll be able to get hold of a van for the night.”

If you spend enough time in an area, you get to learn a
lot about it — what's nearby, the sort of people who live or
work there, the rthythms and patterns of life in the region.
This Knowledge reflects your character’s experience of a
particular place, gained through months or years of habira-
tion. Familiarity with a city neighborhood, a town or a rural
area means more than knowing where to find an all-night
drugstore, or being able to tell when the mood in a bar could
turn ugly. It’s about being part of the community, knowing
— and being accepted by — the people, remembering the
history and events of the area, and being familiar with
geographical oddities and bad places. Note that while Locale
knowledge is broad, it can never be transported —when you
take this Ability, you must pick one area as a specialty, and
your character’s familiarity applies only to thar area.

. Student: You can find your way around without
getting lost.
College: You know the good restaurants.
Masters: Tracking down whatever or whomever
you need is easy.
Doctorate: People are always stopping to chat
with you on the street.

eseee Scholar: You know every place, every person and
every thing in the area.

Possessed by: Longtime Residents, Beat Cops, Taxi Driv-

ers, Bar Owners

Specialties: A one-city district, small town or rural area

SuBCULTURE
Linda put down the phone . “Crawford hasn't been seen since
Monday. He hasn’t gone to work, he's not at his place, and his
parents don’t know where he is. We've got nothing to go on.”
Jim looked concerned. “We've got to make sure we find him
before that thing does. He still doesn’t have any ideait’s after him.”
“What did you manage to find out about this Crawford guy?”
“He’s a marketing executive, single, studying for his
private pilot’s license. A quiet guy.”
“He's into planes?” Linda said, looking interested.
“Yeah. He's co-owner of a small one that he's learning to fly.”
Linda smiled broadly. “My old man used to be a real
aviation nut. There's only two airfields in the area that have
hangars and allow PPL training flights. Oneis strictly 9 t0 5, but
the other has a clubhouse — and rooms that members can hire,
cheap. That's where we'll find him."”




Modern society operates on a vast scale. Every day, the
average person sees more people — passing in the street, on
television, in magazines — than most would have seen in a
month a century ago. With so much diversity, almost anyone
can find like-minded individuals, and subcultures inevitably
form. This Knowledge reflects your character’s interest in or
familiarity with such circles, from their celebrities to the places
that members frequent. Many subcultures develop their own
jargon and almostall uphold specific ideals of fashion, behavior,
what’s cool and what's important in life. While your character
has a broad awareness of various subcultures in general, she has
a deep understanding of a particular favorite; you must choose
a specialty for this Knowledge. Being accepted by a member of
your character'sspecialty circle often meansowning aparticular
possession, such as a classic car, or having an appropriate
Ability, such as Computer for a hackers’ group. The higher the
rating, the more respect your character can command. Ifshe has
no such validation, her familiarity with the subculture is
probably theoretical, gained through research rather than
practice. Ashuntersubculturesform in the future, it might even
be possible to gain familiarity with them.

The Storyteller may rule that any Subculture roll with a
difficulty of 8 or higher demands that research be performed
to be familiar with the subject. The exception applies to any
information regarding your character’s specialty, for which
rolls can be made no matter what the difficulty.

. Student: You have an interest in the scene.

oo College: You know the names of the important
people in the subculture.
Masters: Talking the talk and walking the walk is
a pleasure, not a chore.
Doctorate: You avidly keep up with all the weekly
news and information.
Scholar: There's nothing about the scene that
you don’t know.

Possessed by: Teenagers, Hobbyists, Researchers, Enthusiasts

Specialties: Snowboarding, Fandom, Marketing, Trucking

T g Hign Cosy of Commirmenr

Redeemers care deeply about the injured, about individu-
als in pain and about the state of monsters’ souls. It is difficult
to maintain compassion and forgiveness in the World of
Darkness, especially when efforts to save others fail and efforts
seem futile, yet the compulsion to save people persists for
Redeemers. Derangement is a constant danger for any hunter,
but especially so for Redeemers, as the repeated stresses of
disappointment, disillusionment and exposure to lethal peril
take their toll. Those who stay focused on Mercy can rise
quickly in Virtue, but as their understanding of their calling
matures, so do the temptations to amass power, wealth or
followers as tools to accomplish even more good. Those whose
focus wavers into other Virtues may be distracted from helping
others, and their sense of identity or purpose can be muddied.

Srending Gonvierion

Because Redeemers’ motivating force demands that they
observe and talk to the lost, Redeemers often need to maintain
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high Conviction ratings. Unlike more militant hunters, they
cannot follow their calling without a clear idea of the true
nature of the beings with which they interact. Activaring
second sight and edges isimperative tosuch understanding, but
doing so demands available Conviction points. Redeemers
therefore try to remain focused and pay attention to others
around them at all times. The forgiving may relax their guard
only when they believe themselves relatively safe from the
afflicted, when none of them demand service.

Given the pervasiveness of creatures in the world,
however, a Redeemer can never tell when she will need to
minister to another being (and Conviction points will need
to be spent). Thus, there is a constant risk of exhausting
oneself when vigor for the calling is required most. Ironi-
cally, accepting that a demon cannot be saved and must be
put down can be a relief for some Redeemers, because their
skillsare accordingly less in demand. Not that the emotional
trauma of killing is diminished, of course.

In mechanical terms, be careful about cashing in
Conviction for a point of Virtue (and perhaps a new edge).
Try to anticipate when your make character's services
might be in least demand, and hope for the best. Then
again, extra Virtue points or edges gained might actually
allow your character to do more service for the afflicted
than she could with any Conviction points alone.

Recaming Coxvierion

Redeemers’ commitment for their calling is bolstered
when they are able to help others in need. A person might
have been abused by a creature, or a creature might be poised
to respect humanity and needs to be shown how. Con-
versely, Redeemers’ passion diminishes when people suffer
or die, or creatures prove unremittingly evil despite the
hunters’ efforts. The following actions and events indicate
when Redeemers gain or lose Conviction. As always, the
Storyteller has final say about how Conviction points are
acquired through character actions. Each of these deeds
should confer no more than one point per game session.
Indeed, one point may be all that acharacter gains by pulling
off a number of these actions in a single chapter.

* Gain a point of Conviction if your Redeemer is able to
convince an monster to act sympathetically toward humans.

* Gain a point of Conviction if your Redeemer per-
suades other hunters to change their plans and leave a
harmless monster unmolested.

¢ Gain a point of Conviction if your Redeemer trusts
an unfriendly monster with her life and is not betrayed.

* Gain a point of Conviction if your Redeemer is
clearly able to save someone from imminent death.

* (Optional) Lose a point of Conviction if your
Redeemer is forced to participate in an attack on a monster
that he believes is not malevolent.

® (Optional) Lose a point of Conviction if your
Redeemer fails to prevent someone’s death from injuries
that she could have treated.

¢ (Optional) Lose a point of Conviction if a creature
your character spares or shepherds toward compassion
proceeds to inflict harm on anyone.
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Attocaring Yirrus Poisrs

Redeemers value edges that help them achieve under-
standing of creatures, that help save monstrous souls, and that
can be used to save lives. Many different paths can make
contributions to the cause, however. Mercy is the creed’s most
important Virtue, invested mostly in Redemption, but Vision
and the Zeal of Judgment can offer some insights and capabili-
ties. Exploration of Defense also helps a Redeemer endure the
trialsof monsters’ salvation. Redeemers who manifest Cleave or
other Vengeance edges are often considered too aggressive by
their fellow saviors. To these stern confessors, such capabilities
simply help make aspecific, narrow perspective on what's right
and wrong, salvageable and irredeemable, into a realiry.

T s Price of Exceryionat Yimrus

Asanyhunter progressesalonghischosen path, the terrible
strain of the hunt and the horrors the imbued witness slowly but
surely erode their identity and sanity. What's more, when one
of the imbued attains a high Virtue rating, her all-consuming
dedication to the mission undermines her basic humanity,
making her increasingly incomprehensible, enigmatic, unap-
proachable or perhaps alien even to her closest companions.

1deally, the derangements your character acquires derive
from her personality orexperiences in the hunt. Thefollowing
are ailments not covered in the Hunter rules and may afflict
your Redeemer in her efforts to heal the world's wounds.

Robicrion

Addiction is possibly the most common derangement of
all, and is particularly likely for hunters seeking to escape the
trauma of the real world, even if only for a little while. An
addict is someone who feels physically and psychologically
unable to function without the aid of a particular substance —
usually a drug such as cocaine, heroin or alcohol.

Any time your character goes 24 hours without a fix, the
difficulty of every action increases by one. This penalty remains
in effect until the addict gets a dose. It’s possible to eliminate
cravings with intense concentration, but not for very long.
Spend apoint of Willpower to negate the penalty for one scene.

Whenever the addict has access to or partakes of his
chosen substance again, make a Willpower roll, difficulty
7, or he goes on a binge (note that Willpower can be spent
to get an automatic success on this roll). A binging addict
takes as much of the drug as he can get his hands on, by
means fair or foul. A binge continues until your character
passes out, is restrained, or (rarest of all) restrains himself
afterafew hours. In the last case, spend a pointof Willpower
in order to be able to make another Willpower roll for your
character tosnap out of it. If the roll fails, you cannot spend
Willpower to get another roll during that bout.

Of course, characters who manage to dose themselves
without falling unconscious are still subject to the effects of
their chosen drug.

It’s possible to overcome the chronic and compulsive
cravings for a substance, but once your character has been
“cured,” there’s still a lifelong risk of falling off the wagon.
If a character who has overcome addiction willingly par-
takes in his drug of choice at a later date, you must make a
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Willpower roll, difficulty 9, and get at least three successes.
Otherwise, your character is addicted again. If he’s dosed
unwittingly or unwillingly, the difficulty is 7 and only a
single success is required to resist renewed addiction.

Posr-Traumaric Sraess Disoxnex

Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (or PTSD, as it's often
known) was once known as “shell shock” or “battle fatigue,”
because of its frequent occurrence among soldiers who expe-
rienced heavy combat. It can also result from other stresses —
it's common among the victims of sexual abuse, for example.

PTSD is very likely to afflict hunters who witness
horrible sights or suffer terrible loss. Indeed, it commonly
affects the imbued as a result of the day-to-day hunt, before
the rigors of high Virtue take hold.

PTSD causes a victim to experience amoment of stress
over again. This flashback is typically triggered the way
normal memories are — by a common stimulus. A veteran
suffering from PTSD might relive a vivid firefight any time
he hears an engine backfire. Someone who was tied to a
dentist’s chair and tortured might flash back any time he
sits in a recliner. The smell of singed hair might trigger a
hunter who watched a loved one burn to death.

When a triggering event occurs, make a Willpowerroll,
difficulty 6. If it fails, your character vividly recalls the
stressful event at which he manifested this ailment (a
Willpower point can be spent to resist a flashback automati-
cally). Your character relives his past experience, even
re-enacting motions performed at the time. The veteran,
above, might dive for cover. The torture victim might writhe
and scream, seemingly inexplicably. The hunter might run
into a room and seem to grab at something that isn’t there.
While in the grip of the memory, a victim cannot take any
actions that contradict the hallucinarion. So, if your charac-
ter didn’t have a gun in his hand during his initial trauma, he
can't use the gun he carries now, during his flashback.

A flashback persists for a few seconds or for the remain-
der of the current scene, depending on how traumatic the
original event was, how reminiscent the flashback’s trigger
is, and perhaps on how badly you fail your Willpower roll.
Another character can try to snap your hunter out of the
flashback, which grants you another Willpower roll to
recover. Only one such extra roll is allowed per episode.

Insommp

When are hunters more vulnerable or exposed than
during sleep? When a person sleeps, she enters a hallucina-
tory state in which all her suppressed fears come out to play.
She closes her eyes and can't see anything sneaking up on
her. Worstof all, when she’s asleep she can’tusually protect
herself against the powers of monsters!

Insomnia is extremely common among hunters. Some-
times it becomes so acute that it qualifies as a derangement.
Insomnia isn't just tossing and turning a few nights a week.
A clinical insomniac can become so sleep-deprived that he
suffers psychotic episodes.

Make a Willpower roll, difficulty 7, every night when
your character attempts to go to sleep. If successful, your
character can sleep normally — at least as normally as is




possible for people who know the truth of the world (a
Willpower point can be spent to get an automatic success). If
theroll fails, your character cannot sleep atall that night. The
day after a sleepless night, there’s no dice-pool penalty, but
another Willpower roll must be made the next night, as usual.
If that roll fails, the difficulties of all rolls increase by one on
the subsequent day (including your next Willpower roll to
sleep). Once an insomniac goes four straight days without
sleep, he is considered to be schizophrenic (see Hunter, p.
204). Exhaustion-induced schizophrenia typically results in
visual and auditory hallucinations, in addition to Insomnia’s
difficulty penalty. Difficulty penalties imposed by Insomnia
never exceed four, no matter how many sleepless nights pass.
Willpower rolls to attempt to sleep continue, though.

A simple night's sleep eliminates even the worst
effects of Insomnia, although subsequent bouts can begin
almost immediately. Booze or pills promise a fairly sure-fire
way to cure the ailment temporarily. Any character who
undergoes this “easy cure” for a month of game time may
exchange the Insomnia derangement for Addiction.

Your character cannot develop this derangement ifhe
has the Vigilance edge (Hunter Book: Judge, p. 76). If
your characteralready is an insomniac, he probably cannot
develop that edge — although he could suffer from the
temporary delusion that he has it.

No Willpower rolls to resist Insomnia need be made for a
character with the Endurance Ability (Hunter Book: De-
fender, p. 67) for the duration established by the character’s
Trait rating, Thereafter, Willpower rolls must be made tosleep,
as is usual for Insomnia, and difficulty penalties are incurred
over successive sleepless nights. (In essence, Endurance lets a
character resist Insomnia, but when Endurance fails, the pen-
alties for Insomnia take precedence over those for the Ability.)

MaDnEss

There are many horrors in the World of Darkness. The
risen dead pursue unholy agendas with inhuman dedication.
Bloodsuckers pull strings, drain their victims and flit back
into the shadows to outlive their enemies. Things that are
neither man nor beast explode forth from the hidden places,
rampaging unchecked — seemingly for no reason at all.
Perhaps even worse, it seems there is some unknowable force
at work behind every monster, directing their movements
withour their knowledge — remote, intangible manipula-
tors to whom an immortal creature is merely a pawn.

There are indeed bad things out there. Bur for the
people who are rudely awakened from ignorance there is
another threat, one as close as a lover’s breath, as immedi-
ate as the day’s headlines.

Madness.

Fortunately, imbued don’thave toface thatenemyalone.

Gomg Map

Losing one's sanity is perhaps the most grievous loss of
all in a conflict with monsters. The struggle against beasts
can actually be simple, after a fashion. We are the heroes.
They are the enemy. Suddenly, a lifetime of inexplicable
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abuses and atrocities make sense — they caused them. We
have been their victims. Understanding the truch of the
world can therefore inspire a certain solace. Finally, every-
thing makes sense, even if it is horrific. And now that an
awakened person knows reality, he can take a certain
comfort in struggling against monsters, because he fights
the good fight, he does what he can to set the world right.
Although the imbued can find vindication in the hunt,
thatsense of self-worth is inevitably eroded by the verymonsters
that hunters face. Terrifying spectacles and overwhelming
personal loss can undermine even the most focused hunter’s
determination, and eventually his understanding of his condi-
tion and reality. Madness induced by the hardships of the hunt
— torture, the death of family, utter failure toachieve a guiding
goal — distort even a narrow perspective on the true world.
Loss and defeat can drive hunters to insanity. Suddenly,
you are your own enemy. Now you struggle against yourself
to remain in control, as you used to against the monsters.
Now, who is “us” and who is “them”? You question your own
identity. You can’t even trust yourself in your formerstruggle
against the demons. After that, what do you have left?
Fortunately, there is help. There are practical reasons
for the imbued to band together. One of the strongest has
nothing to do with safety in numbers, and everything to do
with alleviating the emotional burden of contending with
the enemy. Allying with people, even ones with values that
diametrically oppose yours, who know what you do, who see
what you do, can help you share the burden of dealing with
the truth. Other imbued become your support system. They
keep you sane. Indeed, some imbued even concentrate on
keeping their fellows stable and secure, tending to the sanity
of other hunters instead of dealing with monsters. Redeem-
ers are among the most dedicated to this healing cause.
The following material addresses how to implement
derangements in your Hunter game, and explores how
compassionate hunters can seek to alleviate the suffering
of their imbued allies.

PLAYING WITH MADNESS

The Hunter Storyteller has a great deal of liberty and
discretion when it comes to imposing derangements on charac-
ters. Basically, you have the power to inflict one any time a
character goes through something deemed sufficiently alien
and harmful to a character’s experience and capacity to cope.

Naturally, it behooves the Storyteller to exercise a lot
of discretion with this authority. As a wise man once said,
“It’s your game. You can do anything you want — except
make the players show up.” Derangements are a sensitive
topic, because they reduce the control a player has over his
character. Good Storytellers don’t consider derangements
something to fling about casually because a character does
something unexpected or stupid, or because a player pisses
you off. A lot of players don’t put up with thar kind of
heavy-handed treatment, and they shouldn’t have to.

Derangements are storytelling tools. Used properly, they
can be apowerful way to examine a personality. Used improp-
erly, they become a punishment meted out by the Storyteller
or (even worse) a joke among players. “My character talks to
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his teddy bear!” That kind of humor becomes irritating fast,
and it's a weak approach to an experience that is by definition
one of the most overwhelming to affect the human psyche.

Rssicuing Derancemenys

Let’s look at two different Storytellers. Gwen runs an
intensely character-driven game, She’s stingy with experience
points, she keeps the power curve low, and she doesn’t allow the
reflexive use of Conviction. Her focus is less on what happens
than on the reactions of the characters. Quite a few of her
sessions involve no combat, and a few haven't even involved
paranormal elements — just characters trying to keep their
lives, jobs and families rogether in a terrifying world.

Bruce runs a game with more of a pulp flavor. He likes
tosee his players think up the kind of big-risk, dramatic ploys
that he sees in action movies, so his game’s protagonists are
a pretty fair match for their antagonists. He emphasizes plot
much more than character, and that’s how his players like it.

Gwen probably gets a lot more out of derangements than
Bruce does. Mental ailments just get in the way of his shoot-
‘em-up style. Bruce’s players are used to playing characters
who are competent, tough and up to the challenge. Gwen’s
focus on the individual makes derangements dramatic. Her
players are used to the idea of fragile, flawed characters.

Which style of play is betrer? Whichever one is the
most fun for everyone involved.

Derangements should never surprise a player. If Karl's
character Brenda has a Caregiver Nature, he shouldn’t be
surprised if Brenda develops a derangement after seeing one
ofherchildren butchered. Storytellers who want tomake use
of ailments should build up to it by emphasizing the increas-
ing mental strain on characters over several sessions. This
technique also gives the Storyteller a chance to gauge likely
reactions to derangements. If players immediately become
defensive when it’s suggested that characters feel frail, the
players may not be ready to roleplay mental disorders.

To put it another way, a character who's been played
thoroughly — on various levels of life such as work relation-
ships, home lifeand capacity tokill —islikely toreveal inherent
values and weaknesses. If Brenda consistently protects her
children and expresses concern for them, then the next step of
characterization is to allow her a truly dramatic way to explore
their importance, with a disorder regarding their protection. If,
ontheotherhand, acharacterisastock lone wolf, he’s probably
not going to reveal any vulnerable side. That’s fine, Lots of
players like running hard-bitten characters who don’t crack
under pressure, and a Storyteller should respect that desire unil
there’s enough trust for the character to grow into something
with a little more depth and pathos.

Another element you can add to your game — espe-
cially one with heavy Redeemer themes — is the avoidance
of madness. If a Redeemer character starts to notice how
jittery and generally deranged an associate is, and plays the
role of thoughtful listener and helpful friend, the Story-
teller can hold off on imposing derangements. There aren't
many hard-and-fast rules regarding character madness, and
characters treating each other with sympathy and respect
just might help keep each other sane.
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Of course, when Virtue scores rise to 7 and higher, hunters’
minds begin to crack under the pressure of the calling. A
character begins to forget his former life and personal hopes in
favor of accomplishing goals and agendas true to the mission
itself. It’s as if the Messengers’ will begins to drown out the
character’s own, supplanting his thoughts and ideals. The hunt
assumes 2 whole new scope — and becomes a mission that
gradually supercedes everything that was important before.

If your group sticks close to this interpretation of high
Virtue ratings, it’s pretty clear when to assign derangements
to a “mature” character. You don't have to adhere to this
rule, though. Characters in Gwen’s game might already be
afflicted by ailments given the pressures placed upon them
in day-to-day life. Even high-Virtue ailments might conflict
with Bruce’s style of play, so maybe enforced derangements
aren’t the answer. Then again, maybe mental illness can
reinforce a high-action mood, making characters prepared
to fight even each other to achieve personal goals or objec-
tives that are larger than any single individual.

How Do | Hawoes Iv?

When your character gets a derangement, don’t try to
getout of it. Get into it, instead. If you were an actor, you'd
probably be thrilled if you were cast as a madman. In
Hunter, an unstable character can be a source of the same
kind of depth and intensity.

If your Storyteller does her job, your character develops
aderangement that fits both his personality and the situation
that imposes the ailment. For example, an extremely violent
character might experience fugue states as some part of him
denies his bloodthirstiness and seeks escape. A compassionate
hunter who witnesses a creature she protected tumn on her
friends might develop Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder as the
image of her deadly error exerts an constant dread on her.

The key to successfully playing a character with aderange-
ment (or more than one) is to take it seriously. Remember that
these behaviors make sense to your character. Maybe not on the
strictly logical level, bur who lives life by logic alone? Maybe
reciting a Buddhist sutra every rime he turns a doorknob makes
him feel safer — and failing to do it paralyzes him with fear. If
you really want to do it right, visit the library and have alook at
the Diagnostic Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders to see what
doctors say about derangements and the behavior they cause.

BACK FROM THE BRINK

Roleplaying a character who's falling apart can be tragic
and dramatic. Playing that same character as he rebuilds his
life and sanity can be inspiring and rewarding. Then there’s
playing a character who makes helping others back into the
real world, no matter how terrifying the world is, a life’s
calling. All three possibilities offer great roleplaying poten-
tialand emphasize the human aspect of the hunter condition.

Be warned though: Reconstructing a spirit and psyche
is not easy, not fast and certainly not certain.

To escape the torments of madness, a subject must find
a psychologist, social worker, psychiatrist or someone else
whose stock-in-trade is the mending of minds. Redeemers
are just such people. For our purposes, therapy can be broken
into two categories: talk therapy and chemical therapy.




Ttz Yatkin Cure

Practiced by psychologists, dervishes, social workers,
priests and philosophers, the goal of talk therapy is to get
to the root of a conceptual, intellectual or emotional
problem and resolve it purely through cogitation. There
are a number of advantages to this form of treatment, not
least of which is the avoidance of chemical side effects.
Furthermore, this type of treatment is personal and holds
less of a chance of a disastrous error in diagnosis.

Unfortunately, the talking cure is slow. Expect your
character to spend months of game time going to weekly or
twice-weekly therapy sessions before your Storyteller lets
you make a roll to try to shake his problem.

PlayersandStorytellersshouldn'tignore therichroleplaying
possibilities of therapy sessions. If your character has a derange-
ment, it’s the result of a particular episode you played through.
Your character was in the middle of it and your character just
reacted. Now isyour chance tosit back, examine hisactionsand
explain why. In addition to action, you get a chance to reveal
motivation — to explain how your character thinks and thus
get to know him better — so don’t sell it short.

Talk therapy tends to regard separate syndromes as expres-
sionsofacentral whole. Forexample, many drugaddictsare also
prone to fugue states or insomnia (insomnia is also common if
the addict started using the drug to get to sleep; as a tolerance
builds, the insomnia returns). Many schizophrenics are also
paranoid as they can’t even trust redlity from day to day.
Therapists generally target one behavior for removal first. The
one they pick depends on the patient. When addiction is
combined with another illness, the therapist targets the addic-
tion first, as it’s unlikely that progress can be made elsewhere
until the compulsion is dealt with. Schizophrenia and multiple
personalities are generally dealt with last of any ailment com-
bination, as they are often the most entrenched and difficult to
treat. In game terms, separate rolls are made for each derange-
ment (see below for the mechanics of treating conditions).

Redeemers, generally being helpful and empathetic, are
often tempted to become therapists for their fellows. They
might not have any training — indeed, they probably don’t
consciously set out to “cure” anyone. Instead, it just seems
natural tofall intoa pattern of sympathetic listening and advice.

It’s not impossible for this sort of unskilled therapy to work,
but it’s tricky. The close emotional bond between participants
is its greatest strength, but also its greatest weakness. Listening
to a friend pour out all the pain in her heart is exhausting.

Both players should roleplay through an impromptu
“therapy session,” with the Storyteller making notes about how
wellshe thinks the would-be “therapist” does. A Redeemer who
suspends judgment and respects what the “patient” says is more
helpful than one whosays, “You know, whatyoushoulddois. ....”
Yet, someone who just listens and never calls bullshit on thin
rationales and defenses doesn't do a lot of good, either.

The following modifiers affect a Willpower roll to
determine whether a character’s ailment is alleviated. Typi-
cally, a roll is made when a patient arrives at some kind of
catharsis regarding her outlook or habits. Maybe she realizes
that there really was nothing she could do to save her family
before they were killed, and she can stop blaming herself.
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Perhaps a character accomplishes some amazing feat while
fighting an addiction and realizes the good he can do if he
staysstraight. Orreceiving thanks for sparing a creature from
harm can convince a hunter that she doesn’t need to hide
her true self behind a fabricated identity.

Of course, such revelatory events still go hand in hand
with extensive therapy. Otherwise, how does the character
know to find the best in this most recent development?
Generally, characters who suffer from multiple derange-
ments can make a roll after as little as three to five months
of therapy (after all, the worse off you are the more room
there is for improvement). Characters with a single ail-
ment might take four to six months before they show signs
of recovery, because that condition commands so much
attention in their lives and is therefore hard to shake.

The difficulty of a recovery Willpower roll is 7, but it can
be increased or decreased by a number of factors, as shown
below. Rolls are often extended, accumulating successes over a
period of weeks after initial progress is achieved. The patient
increasingly comes to terms with himself and his life (rolls are
successful and the required total is achieved), or some tragedy
occurs and the character suffers a setback or complete relapse
(rolls fail or botch). The total number of successes required to
achieveafull recoveryisdecided by the Storyteller—anywhere
from six for a minor fixation to 20 for full-blown dementia.
Factor Difficulty Modifier
You've skipped a lot of +1
therapy sessions lately
You haven't told your +2
therapist about the supematural
Your therapist is untrained -1to+2,depending on
roleplaying
+1 per Virtue point
that’s 7 or higher
You roleplay your therapy -1
sessions with brutal honesty
Your counselor has had -1
experience with the paranormal

Example: When Corakillsa defenseless person (true, one
who misguidedly protects a deader, but a human being none-
theless), the only thing that seems to relieve her pain is booze.
Unfortunately, the sun always rises, and the guilt comes
rushing back. Pretty soon, she has to get drunk every day.

Coracandeal with the complaints from herold friends and
co-workers — they don't (can’t!) understand. But after she
breaks out a bottle on watch one night and one of the walking
dead gets into her group’s safe house, Cora knows she has a
problem. She decides to go to Alcoholics Anonymous for help.

She manages to stay clean and sober for months of game
time (her player spends Willpower to resist temptations to
drink and accepts penalties when Willpower is lean). During
that time, Cora stands up at AA meetings a few times and
describes her troubles — but only in vague terms. (“I let
someone die because I made a mistake” as opposed to, “When
he wouldn't step aside, I pulled the trigger and then killed the
monster he was protecting.”) The player gets quite emotional
in such confessionals and carries off the difficult act bravely.

You have Virtues rated 7+
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When Cora saves a normal person’s life by talking a
monster out of killing its hostage, the Storyteller decides that
Corahas worked hard enough. He reviews the elements of her
treatment. She hasn’t told her “therapist” (in this case, the
AA group) about the supernatural, so that's +2 to difficulty,
but she is roleplayed to the hilt, so that's -1, fora total difficulty
of 8. Cora’s playerrolls her 6 Willpowerand gets twosuccesses.
Cora has made a significant breakthrough against her addic-
tion and is on the road to recovery. The Storyteller requires a
similar roll once a week till 12 successes are accumulated.
Cora’s resolve does not falter, and she eventually beats her
addiction (she no longer suffers derangement penalties) —as
long as she can stay on the wagon.,

Example: Ever since Michael was attacked in his own
home, he hasn’t been able to leave the house or fall asleep unless
he has searched every room with the sight —and a loaded gun.
He knows thisroutine isunreasonable because he killed the one
creature that knew where he lived, but he still feels compelled.
When this obsession delays Michael on one occasion and an
ally is badly wounded asa result, he feels crushing guiltand seeks
solace in someone outside the group who can still understand.

Steve isn’ta therapist; he’s a bartender. He was working
the night Michael stalked a thing into the bar. Everything
was fine till the “guy” went nuts at a table, making a scene.
Steve stepped up to get things under control. When he saw
that the drunk wasn't even alive, Steve froze. He couldn’t
move or act or even think. Before Steve could get himself
killed, however, Michael dragged him out of the bar. Every-
one else seemed to be running away, too. That was the only
time Steve ever saw a monster. Only Michael, his saviorand
new means to the truth, had answers to his many questions.

Having been told so much by Michael, and being prepared
to do whatever he can to help the cause, Steve is glad to lenda
sympathetic ear for Michael's problem. Without much direct
experience with monsters, the bartender doesn’t offer much in
the way of advice. Although Steve starts out as a Storyteller
character, the players like him so much that other characters
come to the bar to unload their problems on him. In fact, when
another of the players’ characters dies, that player asks if he can
take over Steve, who continues to have areceptive ear—even
if only to better educate himself about the truth.

After months of listening and eventually even working
with Michael, Steve finally getsfed up: “Look, yougotall these
powers and shit. You were equipped by God or something so
you could do stuff, not just sit on your ass in your house like
some survival nut. I mean, shit. So one of them got the drop
on you. You paid him back, didn’t you? So get over it. If i’d
been me, I'da been dead before I even figured out what was
going on. Give yourself some credit.” The Storyteller decides
this is the make-or-break moment for Michael, confronted as
he is with an even harsher reality as endured by a bystander.

The difficulty of the Willpower roll is modified as
follows: -1 because Michael’s “therapist” has had some
experience with the paranormal; +1 because of Steve'’s
confrontational (and not very articulate) therapeutic style;
and +1 because Michael didn’t seek counseling regularly
— he'd stop by the tap whenever he felt down. This makes
for an 8 difficulty. Michael’s player rolls Willpower and
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gets one success. Michael has indeed been shown the light
and has the potential to regain control of his life.

Over the next few sessions with Steve, Michael asks
what his friend has learned about the real world, and how
Steve has learned to cope. The Storyteller sets agoal of eight
successes to be accumulated for Michael to recover com-
pletely. When Michael discovers his neighbor killed in a
gruesome fashion however, the Storyteller asks Michael’s
player to roll Willpoweragain tosee how the character copes
with the discovery and its threat. The roll botches. The
Storyteller eliminates all accumulated successes. Michael
falls into asevere bout of paranoia, flees to hishome and seals
himself away instead of doing something about his neighbor’s
fate. Perhaps renewed therapy will talk Michael out of his
sheltered existence and intensified derangement.

Berrer Living Tinoug Gusmicats

For the desperately imbalanced, chemical therapy may be
more effective or attractive than talk therapy. This treatment
assumes that mental illness is caused by brain chemistry as
much as by emotional trauma. The best psychiatrists insist
that their pharmaceuticals are supplements to, not replace-
ments for, normal talk therapy. There is lot of demand for
mental health care however, and the temptation to go with a
quick chemical fix is extremely seductive —not least because
it sometimes works. Schizophrenia responds particularly well
to medical treatment, for example. Some doctors believe
there’s a genetic basis for schizophrenia, and that the illness
can lie dormant for years until a stressful situation — such as
almost any event in the hunt — causes it to manifest.

Nonetheless, medicinal abuses happen. Many mental-
health researchers believe Ritalin is grossly over-prescribed
for Attention Deficit Disorder because it works perfectly for
only a small percentage of patients. It literally seems like a
wonder drug for these individuals. The doctor finds this
success as rewarding as hitting a home run, so the next time
she diagnoses ADD she swings for the fence again. Itdoesn’t
work? Well, maybe this patient’s magic bullet is Xanax or
Prozac, or Lithium or Librium or Thorazine....

Your character’s chances with chemical therapy de-
pend on the skill of his psychiatrist. An uninspired therapist
— one or two dots in Science (Psychiatry) and a 3 Intelli-
gence or so — probably tries a litany of prescriptions until
something rakes effect. If your character searches for the
best help available, his therapist’s Science (Psychiatry)
score probably equals your character’s Resources rating.

If the psychiatrist really knows what he’s doing and is
willing to undertake an intensive program of medication
and therapy, you can start using the talking-cure rules after
only four weeks, instead of months, and no cathartic
experience is required to inspire a transition. If treatment
succeeds in counteracting an ailment, no more sessions or
drugs are required thereafter, unless some horrible events
throws the patient into regression.

With a less proficient doctor, the Storyteller makes a
Science (Psychiatry) roll in secret after one month of game
time. The difficulty is 8 or 9, depending on whether the
doctor really cares but has limited experience or is just
pushing pills. If the roll succeeds, the derangement is held in




check as long as the patient continues to take his medicine.
There may be some side effects, such as your character
feeling as if he's constantly drooling, but the most disgusting
symptoms are suppressed. If the doctor's roll is botched, the
patient may manifest another derangement — almost cer-
rainly addiction, hysteria, manic-depression, paranoia or
schizophrenia. This secondary derangement can be purged
by going without the wrongly prescribed medicine for a
month, putting your character back at square one.
Because medicine can be used to affect specific ail-
ments, individual conditions can be targeted for patients
with multiple derangements. Sometimes a drug even affects
more than one ailment at the same time (see the descrip-
tions of disorders and the drugs that counter them, below).
Medical doctors who are not trained specifically in
psychiatry can still write prescriptions for psychotropics, but
psychiatrists are specialists for good reason. A broken mind
isn't like a burst appendix. If aM.D. who dabbles in psychiatry
administersdrugs, roll Intelligence +1 (regardless of Medicine
rating). For a character with a Medicine specialty that's
applicable, such as Psychiatry or Psychopharmacology, roll
Intelligence + Medicine. Consider the doctor to be an “unin-
spired” psychiatrist for use of the recovery systems, above.
An unlicensed hobbyist who has read the Physician’s
Desk Reference and who tries to follow the articles in The
Lancet is an even worse bet for pharmaceutical treatment.
If someone without Science (Psychiatry) or Medicine tries
to dispense drugs, don't even bother with a roll. Assume
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the “patient” is misdiagnosed or misprescribed (considered
the “doctor’s” effort to have botched, as detailed above LA
character buying some schoolkid's Ritalin because a buddy
said it would help him focus is not the way to ger well.

T'iwz For Your MzDioms

There are a lot of psychotropic medicines in use. As a
guideline, here are some of the most commonly prescribed,
broken down by the derangements they treat. Each de-
scription includes a list of possible side effects. Note that
not everyone who takes these drugs suffers side effects.
Some are lucky. Rarely does a given drug result in more
than one side effect, in any event.

If your character suffers from the side effects of a
medication, your Storyteller may assign penalties to certain
actions or in certain situations. It’s up to her. Drowsiness, for
example, can be represented by imposing a +1 difficulty to
all Strength-, Dexterity-, Perception- and Wits-based rolls.
Depression can be represented bya loss of Willpower oreven
Conviction points (the latter probably results with derange-
ments induced by high-Virtue rating rather than by ailments
suffered from the nightly hunt). Dizziness can increase the
difficulties of Dexterity and Perception rolls by one.

Getting prescription medicine without a prescription
isn’t exactly simple — or legal. Given the average imbued’s
propensity to get into legal trouble however, many characters
may find themselves in the dilemma of going off their medi-
cine or filling a prescription by any means necessary — and
sending up a big warning flag to the local police department,
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Ironically, such characters would have an easier time if
they were prescribed heavy-duty shit like Demerol. People rake
Demerol (which is basically synthetic heroin, only more pure)
for fun, so there’s an illegal distribution infrastructure in place.
By contrast, Haldol has little to no criminal support structure.

Getting a nonrecreational prescription medicine re-
quires an Intelligence + Streetwise roll, difficulty 8. This
difficulty is reduced by one for every two points your charac-
ter has in Resources, Contacts or Allies (use the highest
Background). Naturally, this bonus applies only if Contacts
or Allies are the kind of people who arrange illegal drug buys.

Paranoia, Hysteria, Post-Traumatic Stress Disor-
der, Obsessive/Compulsive Disorder

These ailments are known as the anxiety disorders,
which are often treated with Librium, Xanax or Valium.
Valium and Xanax are the medicines of choice for mild
cases. Valium is a light sedative that can cause unwanted
drowsiness. Xanax is a selective-serotonin re-uptake in-
hibitor (or SSRI) that can also induce drowsiness, or
depression or light-headedness. Librium can cause fatigue,
in addition to dizziness, muscular weakness or nausea.

Schizophrenia

Thorazine is a low-powered drug for schizophrenia,
prescribed to those whose hallucinations are judged to be
mild or infrequent. It can result in blurred vision or dizziness.
Lethargy is such a common side effect that many nurses refer
to “the Thorazine shuffle” when they see a patient moving
with the drug’s characteristic slow gait. More extreme or
violent episodes may require Haldol, the effects of which can
be unfocussed anxiety, muscle stiffness or muscular tremors.

Alcoholism

There's no medical cure for alcoholism, but Valium (see
above) is often prescribed to take the edge off withdrawal.

Insomnia

The smart people who decline to self-treat insomnia with
booze or other sedatives may get a prescription for Halcion.
Halcion can sometimes cause dizziness, exhaustion orheadaches.

Depression

Prozac, the crown-prince of SSRIs, is perhaps the most
widely prescribed depression treatment in the world. Its
most common side effects are insomnia or sexual dysfunc-
tion, but there have been incidents of much more serious
problems, including hysteria. Like all SSRIs, Prozac re-
quires several weeks to take effect. An alternative is
Wellbutrin, which is sometimes associated with sleepless-
ness or with occasional fits of jittery nervousness.

Manic-Depression

Lithium is a common “cure” for bipolar disorder (as
“manic-depression” is currently called). It's a powerful
mood regulator but is associated with diarrhea, dizziness,
lethargy, nausea or physical tremors.

LDGES

A great deal of debate exists about the nature of hunters
and the origins of their mysterious capabilities. Hunters have
various outlooks on life and the world, just as all people do, and
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Human therapy is based on centuries of study and §
experience, which gives it a decent chance of coping |
with most human traumas. The question remains, §
however: Are the derangements manifested by im- §
bued with 7 or more Virtue ordinary mental illnesses?
Considering their mysterious source, ordinary therapy
— even therapeutic drugs — might not have the
slightest effect. _

The decision of whether therapy can alleviate the [f
mental and emotional static that results from high |

} Virtue isultimately up to the Storytellerand the needs |

| of individual stories. It sounds like a cop-out, but only §
ou can decide what's appropriate to your chronicle’s
heme, setting and tone. Considering the erratic,
nscrutable manner in which the Messengers seem to
operate, it might even be possible for one Virtue-
| induced ailment tobe treated successfully, and another

I to resist all medical expertise.

_ Some hunters are reputedly capable of easing the
I torment of extremist imbued. See the new edges in §

§ Hunter Book: Innocent for possibilities.

groups of like-minded imbued seem to form just as circles form
among normal folk. Hunters, however, know the truth about
the world, and they possess strange powers seemingly be-
queathed upon them to dosomething about the horrific state of
reality. Yet the variationsand permutations of these capabilities
seem simultaneously to parallel and defy the lines drawn by
hunter cutlooks. Chosen who strive to tum creatures from their
wicked ways can often facilitate communication and peace —
but then there are such “facilitators” who are empowered to
condemn the unrepentant just as quickly, with extremely
aggressive powers. Add to this confusion the capacity to heal
among the forgiving— or harm the remorseless seemingly with
the same edge. Where are lines between hunter groups drawn
when the imbued have as many takes on their purpose as there
are chosen, and the capabilities bestowed upon them seem just
as myriad? Can there even be definitions among hunter circles,
and should their powers be shared for the greater good or
withheld in hopes of finding some badge of identity? That’s for
the imbued themselves to decide.

The following new edges are characteristic of Redeemers’
compassion and charity. They're available to hunters of all
creeds, however. As “alternative” edges are more frequently
described during face-to-face interaction and on hunter-net,
minds are exposed to new possibilities in the calling, and more
people can acquire these unprecedented capacities.
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This edge allows the user to appear reasonable and non-
threatening to one monster. The creature is not necessarily
alarmedby or waryof the user, nordoesit feel any particularneed
to respond violently roward him. Of course, most supernaturals
considerall humans harmless, but that can change rapidly once
a human proves able to see the creature for what it truly is, or if
that person manifests any inexplicable capabilities. By using




Qutreach, the imbued is able to persuade a monster that he is
no threat to it, despite his being able to see the creature and
despite his repertoire of skills. Your character must be unarmed
and visibly nonaggressive for this effect to work, and he must
make some reassuring comment to the subject such as, “It’s all
right, 'm not a threat,” or “Wouldn't it be nice to speak
peacefully and be civilized to each other for once? To the
responsive creature’s mind, the approaching person simply
seems innocuous, perhaps even interesting, but not overtly
dangerous or even particularly tempting to prey upon. At no
point is the creature under any form of mind control.

System: Roll Manipulation + Merey, difficulty 6. One
success allows your character to come across as harmless —
although perhaps still mildly suspicious— for the remainder
of the scene. Three or more successes make him seem like a
reasonably pleasant or intriguing person, for a human. The
effect applies to a designated creature, not to all in your
character’s presence. That being is singled out by your
hunter's approach and concentration (you have to tell the
Storyteller which monster is addressed). The monster must
be able to see your character and hear his voice for the edge
to function. Your character need not necessarily be able to
see and hear the creature he hopes to “tame,” as in the case
of an invisible ghost or a creature in hiding, for example.

Demonstrating awareness of a monster’s true nature or
activating other edges does not parricularly disturb the
subject. Bear in mind, however, that although the monster
might have no particular reason to harm your character,
there’s nothing stopping it from doing so. Psychotic or
purely malevolent creatures aren’t deterred from attacking
your character. Wary or paranoid beings are not necessarily
reassured at all, and a creature’s goals are never altered.
Furthermore, picking up a weapon, taking aggressive action
or attempting to touch an unconsenting subject all cancel
the effects of this edge. This power can allow a hunter to
approach a creature with the opportunity to be heard and
perhaps initiate a productive dialogue — assuming the
creatures doesn't have good reason to turn a deaf ear.

Some ancient monsters, at the Storyteller’s discretion,
may not be affected by your hunter’s plea at all, as they are
too removed from their former humanity to care about an
overture from one of their prey.

This edge has no effect on other imbued, bystanders or
other people. Whether it succeeds or fails to facilitate
contact, this power can be used upon only one creature in
any given scene.
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With sufficient observation, certain hunters find it
possible to deduce information about a monster’s past life
as a human, about a thing the creature still misses and
regrets losing. A whole range of different cues and hints are
put together on which to compose a reliable deduction —
the observer simply knows the subject’s pain, perhaps
because he values humanity so highly or his compassion
makes him receptive to the feelings of others, even mon-
sters. It takes about an hour of surveillance to piece
together enough clues about a creature’s behavior and
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mannerisms to have a chance of gaining an insight. The
way it looks wistfully at a courting couple might be a clue
to lost love. A nervous habit of flicking over a menu in a
bar could suggest that food is missed. A valid insight instills
a strong feeling of sympathy and pity in the observer, as if
inspired by a bond between hunter and monster.

Usually, the only insight that can be gained about mindless
creatures is that they do not appear capable of thought and
therefore miss nothing from any previous human existence.
Truly ancient monsters that have completely forgotten their
human existence may be unreadable — a veritable blank
emotional slate. Absolutely unrepentant beings that revel in
their supernatural condition inspire revulsion in an onlooker.

System: After spending approximatelyan uninterrupted
hour watching a creature’s behavior for signs of humanity,
your character can glean enough information to allow you to
make a Wits + Mercy roll, difficulty 6. One success reveals the
foremost thing that the subject misses about being human,
and the degree towhich that longing might affect the subject.
Forexample, a creature could watch children at play in a park,
a sign that it misses its old family life and can be reduced to
tears when confronted with a photo of its own kids.

More successes reveal increasingly subtle regrets about
or losses from a past existence. At two successes, a creature
might seem to miss its kids, but it’s also apparent that it
regrets not having treated a spouse better and thus having
made a better parent. Maybe a sight of a parent pushing a
child on a swing seems to affect the subject very subtly but
profoundly. At three successes, it might be apparent that the
subject’s sorrow over lost children and a bad marriage might
derive from a previous sense of inadequacy, that the monster
was never good enough for his family before, and isn't good
enough toapproach any children or parents in the park now.
Each such extra success and corresponding layer of percep-
tion grants your character increasing material with which to
approach a creature and establish a sympathetic rapport —
all the better to truly understand the being and perhaps help
it change its unnatural existence.

Insight can be gained into only one creature at a time,
and at least one hour's observation is required to understand
abeing. Subsequent efforts can be made with the same being
if it doesn’t sit still for the requisite hour, or to gain more
successes and greater personal understanding. Once three or
more successes have been achieved regarding a creature,
there is usually little else to understand about the thing.

Thispower cannot be used to perceive the regrets of people
or hunters, not even hunters with Virtues rated 7 or more.

® @ o Pugisy

This edge allows a confessor to draw on the buried
remnants of humanity — if any exist at all — within a
recalcitrant monster to subject it to the terror and pain that
it would inflict upon would-be prey. Your character need
only touch a monster to create this effect. Some Redeemers
consider italesson taught and believe that the power derives
from the moral high ground on which the hunter stands.
Orher saviors consider the edge a curse and literally invoke
an oath that a monster will suffer that which it would inflict.

- Wy,
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Regardless of how the power is understood, both condemn-
ing and forgiving Redeemers may possess it, because all can
recognize that some unrepentant entities must be punished.

System: Roll Wits + Mercy, difficulty 6. Your charac-
ter must concentrate for one turn and then make physical
contact with the intended monster (or touch the space
occupied by aspirit). In that turn, your hunter may focus on
the penance that a creature must pay for its sins, or wish its
predations be reflected back on it. A successful Brawl
attack may be required to contact a resisting target, al-
though no damage need be inflicted to activate the power.

The effects of the edge can kick in within a number of
hours equal to your successes rolled. In that period, every
time the monster attempts to attack a normal person (not
a hunter or another supernatural creature) in any way, it
experiences a premonition of the pain and suffering its
acrions will cause. Each monster has adifferent experience.
One could respond as if it were the victim in question.
Another might get a flash of attacking a former or current
loved one. Or a creature could have a vision of itself at its
most monstrous and be horrified by its own depravity.

In order for a monster to perform an attack despite its
experience, a Willpower roll, difficulty 8, is required.
Successes achieved must exceed your own. If the Willpower
roll fails, the monster loses its action that turn. Further
attempts to attack a target are allowed in subsequent turns,
but more Willpower rolls must be made, and further waves
of remorse wash over the creature. If a Willpower roll
botches, the creature suffers a truly violent attack of shame
and flees its intended victim, possibly even suffering a
permanent change in behavior, at the Storyteller's discre-
tion. Note that the Willpower roll of a truly ancient or
soulless creatures might be at a reduced difficulty. Alterna-
tively, such entities might ignore this edge’s effectsentirely.

A Redeemer can apply this power simultaneously to
anumber of rargets equal to his Mercy rating, and he does
not have to be in proximity to any of them. The effect
persists even if your character is rendered Incapacitated.
Repeated application of this effect on the same subject
does not does not have any cumulative effect. The dura-
tion of the power can be cut short at your character’s
discretion, from any distance. If an attempt to use Punish-
ment against a subject fails (you get no successes on your
Wits + Mercy roll), the edge cannot be attempted against
the same creature again in the same scene.
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When this edge is activated, the user assumes a forbid-
ding fagade to monstrous eyes. She literally seems to
represent all that is good and pure and worthy about
humanity — everything that monsters of ill intent are not,
or that they wish they could have bur are denied. It's as if
the imbued embodies such an ideal that her very presence
is unbearable, a reminder of everything that monsters have
lost, invoking overwhelming feelings of misery, guilt or
downright fear. Staying in the user’s presence is an act of
will, and most affected creatures try to get away from her as
quickly as possible. The imbued might feel such over-
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whelming pity for monsters that they're utterly ashamed.
Or she might believe herself the veritable hand of God
come to show creatures the error of their ways.

Some creatures are not affected, however. Those who
actively seek redemption for their inhuman acts, or who feel
genuine regret for crimes committed as monsters are not
driven off. The user still seems to personify a human ideal,
but she is attractive rather than terrifying, a role model to
imitate rather than a confessor come to demand penance.

System: This edge drives away monsters that have
hostile intentions toward humanity in general, or that have
vet to morally question their own malicious acts. Spend a
pointof Conviction and one action to activate this edge. For
the remainder of the current scene, any aggressive monster
that sees your character can be affected. Roll Appearance +
Mercy, difficulty 6. A resisted Willpower roll, also difficulty
6, must be made for each affected monster already in your
character's vicinity or that approaches thereafter. If its roll
loses, a monster flees immediately. Spending a Willpower
point allows a monster one more Willpower roll in the
subsequent turn to resist your character’s presence. If that
roll fails, no more are allowed.

Your character can be attacked by creatures that manage
to resist his daunting presence. Attacks don't terminate this
edge prematurely, though, if other monsters arrive before the
end of the scene. This power does fail if your character
becomes Incapacitated or he terminates it intentionally. The
edge can be activated only once per scene. The Storyteller
may rule that certain powerful or ancient monsters are im-
mune to this edge; they have forgotten or dismissed their past
lives and are no longer deterred by any values upheld then.

Penitent monsters in your character’s presence find
her compelling and reassuring. The difficulties of all Social
rolls made toward these beings are at -2. This edge has no
effect on other people or hunters, not even hunters with 7+
Virtue ratings.
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Drawing on the same divisions within a monster’s soul
as Abjure does, the user can fill a supernatural target with
near-suicidal self-loathing. This hatred is normally acti-
vated when the imbued makesa scornful or pitying comment
to creatures about what they have become, such as “Look
at yourselves,” or “What do you think you are? The
resulting frenzy of self-loathing lasts momentarily, but
makes victims lash out at themselves in fury.

System: Spend two Conviction points and roll Manipula-
tion + Mercy, difficulty 8. One action must be spent to express
concern or scom. All monsters that hear your character and
that havehostile intentions toward humanity in general, or that
have yet tomorally question their own malicious acts, can suffer
damage. A resisted Willpower roll, difficulty 6, is made against
your single roll for each potential victim. Each outstanding
success that you achieve imposes one level of damage, probably
lethal, that monsters inflict upon themselves using any handy
means of the Storyteller's choice. Generally, a monster seeks to
do itself the worst harm possible, even if it's utterly self-
destructive. A vampire might therefore throw itself into a




nearby inferno, for example. Damage caused can be soaked, if
allowed. Armor may also apply if appropriate. This power can
be used only once per scene.

The Storyteller may rule that certain powerful or truly
ancient monsters are immune to this effect as theyfeel no regret
for what they have become and thus do not punish themselves.

Penitent monsters, those who actively seek redemp-
tion for their inhuman acts or who feel genuine regret for
crimes committed as monsters, are not forced to harm
themselves. The Storyteller decides which creatures these
are if you or your character do not already know. To
salvageable creatures’ eyes, your character is a forgiving
messiah figure, perhaps come to save their souls.

This edge has no effect on the imbued, bystanders or
other people.

Hotomg our Hope

In the World of Darkness, monsters are made but not
always born. Sometimes, the pervasive decay and corruption
imposes choices or conditions on a person that he does not
seek or welcome but must endure all the same. A street
person might accept unlife as the only escape from the
squalor in which he has always wallowed. An influential
business magnate might be told that he can undergo arite of
initiation into a mysterious cult or be killed. Sometimes, the
result isa “monster,” a being that’s forced out of the light, no
longer quite human, that lurks on the fringes of human
society and that must prey upon people in order to survive
— to fulfill that impulse which all things must obey. But
because not all monsters wanted such a fate, not all monsters
are beyond hope. There are those that wish to be people
again, human beings that can live normal lives, with friends
and maybe even family. Others wish simply to be allowed to
pass from this world so that they no longer need afflict abuses
upon the undeserving. Monsters who regret their choices or
wish to escape their condition can seek forgiveness, salva-
tion — the very things that Redeemers offer.

Unfortunarely, the biggest stumbling block to achieving
salvation for many creatures is that very urge that haunts them
nightly: survival. Swearing off sustenance is grueling for any
creature — whether that source is food, blood, fear or souls.
Even creatures that do not need to inflict harm to gain
strength are still aware that what they do — be it soaking up
the peace felt within a church or draining the vitality from a
neighborhood — is inherently wrong. Either way, monsters’
very compulsion to prey and survive separates them from what
they used to be and keeps them from being that way again.

Fortunately, one confessor thinks she has found the
answer to penitent monsters’ dilemma. Alice196, a young
Chicago woman, has developed a technique that seems to
allow the lost to draw sustenance and energy from a harm-
less, renewable “source,” rather than from living victims.
She stumbled across the method as part of a determined
campaign to redeem a friend’s former lover. Although the
basic technique is relatively simple, it's time-consumingand
must involve an object with strong emotional significance
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toaparticular creature. Anadditional benefit is that reliance
on this source seems to remind a subject of its lost humanity
and the things it cherished before, helping to bring the being
closer to feeling human.

Alice continues to explore the possibilities of her dis-
covery. She has shown the results to a few like-minded
imbued. She has yet to make any formal announcement of
the technique as she waits to ensure its effectiveness; she has
not even mentioned it on any hunter Internet list. Little
does she know that word has already begun to spread from
her initial disciples, with what repercussions no ones knows.

So far, only Redeemers have shown the necessary
understanding to create a source. Unless the Storyteller
decides otherwise, members of other creeds simply seem to
lack the single-minded dedication to rehabilitating crea-
tures to be able to create such items, even though members
of other creeds can possess Redemption edges.

MsrHoD

Creating sources is a painstaking, exhausting process,
primarily because one can be made for only a single,
specific creature. Multiple beings cannot gain sustenance
from one source, and certainly not from one that wasn't
provided for them.

The key lies in finding an object from a creature’s past
that has intense meaning and emotional significance to the
being. Easier said than done: The mind — let alone the
monstrous one — is complicated. Items that have the
correct resonance for a penitent may be things the creature
showed little interest before, and thus there may be no record
of what to look for or where an item may have gone. In
addition, although the former possessions of the newly
transformed may still be extant, few of them are particularly
significant. Knowing where a warlock’s onetime house is
may be of little use if you need a ring he gave asa gift 10 years
ago. Old creatures present a different problem. Although
any item from their lives may have considerable hold over
them after all this time, only one or two such heirlooms
might still exist. And then, a potentially penitent monster
might not actually trust a hunter with information about its
past life and values, thus forcing your character to guess at
what the creature might prize now (Storytellers: A spirit’s
anchor has the potential to be a valid source. See Chapter 7
of Hunter: The Walking Dead).

It takes time and effort to track down and identify an
appropriate object for a creature. First of all, a Redeemer has
toresearch her subject’s previous life, discovering as much as
she can about the person, what his hopes and dreams were,
what he liked, whom he loved. Next, she has to track down
survivingartifacts that belonged to her subject. Thisstep can
require a considerable amount of investigation, historical
study and even archaeology in some cases. She has to see an
item from the creature’s past to tell if it is suitable. If it is, she
might be aware of a certain nostalgic “warmrh” about it that
reflects the item's emotional value. Other Redeemers claim
to recognize intuitively the personal importance of an item
based on the life they've studied. Still others sense such a
bond forming with their subject that they experience a sense
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of elation upon discovering an appropriate item and feel
virtually what the penitent would.

Cherished items are typically small and portable. No
pianos or cars have yet to be reported as sources. Once the
search for such an elusive prize is complete and the item is
delivered to the deserving creature, it seems to provide him
with an emotional alternative to sustenance. The need for
blood or the suffering of others is replaced by the reward of
possessing the item again and being reminded of what was
so important in life, once upon a time.

SysTem

Searching for and identifying a source takes a consid-
erable amount of time — but also a superlative
understanding of the creature for which it is sought. The
process cannot even begin unless a Redeemer has a 3
Research or Intuition, and a 2 Empathy. Nor can your
character ever perform more than one search at a time.

Conviction must be set aside to represent the search
itself, which is almost always exhausting, intensive and frus-
trating. These points should be kept track of on your character
sheet. They are no longer available to be risked on edge rolls
or to be spent to activate second sight or powers. Each point
represents anywhere from one day to one week of active
searching, study and travel to locate a potential source. If your
character does not have the free time to put in this effort while
on the hunt, the Storyteller may extend the period that each
allocated Conviction point represents, perhaps to as much as
two or three weeks. Sometimes a minimum Resources score is
also required to find an item for a creature, if international
travel is required, for example. Your Storyteller can decide
what rating is necessary. If your character doesn’t have that
score, he has to look for the money elsewhere.

Of course, the journey is sometimes more important
than the destination. A Redeemer's search for a monster’s
long-lost heirloom is the very stuff of Hunter stories. If a
bloodsucker is from the Old Country, for example, a
confessor (and his allies, if they support her effort) might
have to travel there, risk foreign territory, contend with
whatever creatures roam the region, and locate an appro-
priate possession, all to help save a single creature’s soul.
Hopefully, the result proves to be worth the effort.

Once you have set aside five Conviction (perhapsall in
one lump sum or a point here and there) and your character
has conducted an extensive search, you can determine her
success at locating a creature’s potential source. Roll Percep-
tion + Bureaucracy, for subjects that left mundane mortal
life behind within the last 50 years; Intelligence + Academ-
ics (History), for subjects that departed within the last 200
years; or Intelligence + Occult, for subjects that have spent
more than 200 years in their current state. The difficulty is
6 if the subject cooperates, 8 if it doesn't.

Eachsuccessachieved represents one point of energy that
can feed a supernatural subject in lieu of its normal form of
sustenance. If you're using only the Hunter rulebook to play,
this energy is Willpower. If you have the Hunter Storyteller
Companion, this energy can replace blood points, Pathos,
Rage, Quintessence or Glamour, whichever is appropriate to




the subject. This substitute energy may be drawn upon once
each day, up to the limit achieved in your roll.

Extra Conviction points cannot be invested into your
search roll because Conviction is already expended in the
process by virtue of the points set aside. Nor can Willpower
be spent to get an automatic success on your search roll; the
search for a source enters the realm of the supernatural,
where Willpower does not apply for hunters.

You cannot re-roll marginally successful search at-
tempts; the result you get is final. Achieving only a few
successes might indicate that the item located has minor
— but still some — significance to the subject, or that the
item is in poor shape after all these years and doesn’t
capture all of its old emotional potential.

Ifyour search roll fails, the item located isn’t as compel-
ling to the creature as your character believed or sensed. If
she still intends to locate a source for the monster, another
search must begin. It lasts at least 2 month longer than the
first, at the Storyteller’s discretion. Fortunately, none of the
Conviction points you set aside for the first search are lost;
they go toward the new investigation. If the next roll fails,
add yet another month to a subsequent search.

If any search roll botches, the effort has failed com-
pletely. A discovered item is accidentally destroyed, or
something that brings back painful memories of the past is
found instead. Such an item infuriates the monster, creat-
ing a permanent rift between the being and your character.
The monster might even become unsalvageable thereaf-
ter, flying into aself-destructive and damning rage, cursing
its foolishness for trusting a human. All Conviction points
invested in the search are lost, permanently.

Drawing on a source as a form of sustenance has a
certain price for a creature. The act is accompanied by a
powerful feeling of turmoil and regret for the creature’s lost
normality, and by asense of sympathy and common spirit for
normal people (and arguably hunters). In addition to this
wave of emotion is a vision or reminder of a past cruelty that
the creature committed, or of the type of atrocity that it may
yet perform if it continues to harm people. The confusion
and regret that these emotions and visions cause manifest in
game terms as a +1 difficulty modifier per sustenance point
drawn by the creature, applied to all attempts to harm any
human (or hunter) directly or indirectly. This penalty
persists for 24 hours from the time the source was resorted to,
although a Willpower point may be spent for each suste-
nance point drawn for the creature to ignore the effects for
a scene. Thus, if a bloodsucker draws three points from its
source, three Willpower have to be spent for the creature to
overcome its +3 difficulty modifier to harm people for a
scene. Difficulty modifiers can even apply to a creature that
goes into a frenzy (see the HSC); the beast has trouble
harming people even then, perhaps venting its wrath on its
surroundings instead. Willpower is typically spent when a
penitent creature is attacked by a person, such as another
hunter, and feels the need to defend itself. Note that no
penalties are imposed for a regretful monster to lash out ar
another monster. The purpose of this emotional trauma is to
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help keep a creature on a higher path and to seek complete
salvation from inhuman existence.

A Redeemer may locate and deliver a total number of
active sources equal to her current Mercy rating. That rating
represents the lengths to which her compassion and energy can
extend to creatures. That capacity increases as her Mercy does.

A single creature can have only one source at any one
time. Sources must usually be carried to be effective, al-
though one located in a creature’s lair or haunting site may
be considered in its possession. If a source is ever destroyed
after being delivered to a recipient, another item may be
located for the same subject, or another item may be located
for another creature, instead. If a creature with a source is
ever killed, that source becomes useless and another item
may be located for another penitent. It’s also possible for
your character to revoke the power of a source. Perhaps a
monster harms people after all your character's efforts to
rehabilitate it. She can deny the creature energy from its
source thereafter. In doing so, of course, your character
forces the being to resort to people as a means of sustenance
once more. Conviction spent to find a source that is subse-
quently lost, destroyed or rendered inert is gone forever.

Any Redeemer — and perhaps other hunters who trear
monsters with compassion — can recognize the significance
of a source in a penitent’s possession when it’s seen with
second sight or a perception edge such as Discern, Witness
or Illuminate. There is nothing inherently unusual about
the item (beyond anything that might be appropriate to the
object). Such onlookers simply get an intuitive sense that
the creature cares for the source — a sign of his potential
humanity. Aggressive hunters get no such insight — a
source is just an object in an abomination’s possession. It
might make a good trophy after the kill. It’s for the forgiving
to teach the militant the error of their ways.

The Storyteller should observe relations between a Re-
deemer who bestows a source and the creature that receives it.
If the confessor ever abuses, neglects or otherwise fails to
encourage and foster the creature, the power of its source
might fail — without the Redeemer’s knowledge. It might be
necessary for the Redeemer to recognize how she has faltered
and locate a new source to re-establish her relationship with
the creature. Yer, if the “betrayed” monster cannot contact
the dedicated foranew source (or choosesnot to), the creature
must resort to people as a means of energy again.

Of course, almost all of the preceding rules assume that
amonster is a willing recipient of a source — that it wants
to repent and change its ways. It’s possible to research and
acquire a source for an entity that has only begun to
question is unnatural existence, or that doesn’t yet know it
has begun to change. There’s no way to force a source on
a creature and make the thing use it. A source is an
excellent, safe means of energy, however. If a monster can
be convinced to try it once, even with the worst intentions,
he might come to rely on it, and undergo a transformation
brought on by the cathartic experiences induced. It all
comes down to how convincing your Redeemer is, and how
well you roleplay her appeal.
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cEMERS AMONG US

For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand
at the latter day upon the earth.

—Job 19:25

Certain types of people virtually embody
the Redeemer personality and identity: con-
ciliatory, understanding, charitable, forgiving.
The tollowing characters personify those quali-
ties. They're intended as models and starting
points for your own character creation, or you
can add color and detail to their profiles to
make them your own.
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The whole is more than the sum of its parts. That's as true in nature as it is in:business. .. even ours.

Prelude: The world never posed many problems for you. You knew the
score: Work hard, stay out of trouble, keep your eyes on the big picture,
associate with the right people. The American Dream says work hard and get
ahead, right? So you worked hard and you got ahead.

People might think your go-getter attitude wouldn’t leave you much
sympathy for the less fortunate, but that's not true. The difference is, you
understand what people really need — not a handout, but a hand up.
You went to a good college, because your parents earned enough
to pay for it, just like you'll pay for your kids when it’s their
> turn. Maybe some people don't have that opportunity
themselves, but every generation can make things better
\ for the next, just as surely as it can make things worse.
' Now that you've been awoken, you realize that you
were blind before. Not just to the monsters and ghosts
and other things, but to how much effect you could
have through direct action. You're no spring
chicken, but you've got a wealth of experience,
)\ leadership— and yes, okay, money — to offer to
the cause and turn things around. Malevolent
creatures are hurting a lot of defenseless people.
That's a big problem, so it’s especially important
to approach it in an organized fashion. It won't be
easy, but it can be done if people just keep their heads

on straight.
Concept: You're used to being a leader, and you're
good at it. A problem that’s insurmountable to one
person can be simple for a group — if the group can work

together.

Roleplaying Hints: Pay attention to what other people
say, but don’t change your mind very easily. You consider
yourself completely reasonable. You believe in traditional values —
and the most traditional is “Listen up when the boss is talking.” People
who ask you to clarify individual decisions are fine, but anyone who
resists your authority isa loose cannon. Loose cannons can be tolerated,

but they can’t be trusted.
Equipment: Cell phone, laptop computer, sport-utility vehicle,

licensed handgun
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HUNTER BOOK : RED
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I suggest you let the Lord shine His redemption upon you.

Prelude: You were walking home one _ voice of the Lord came unto you: “IT KNOWS
Wednesday evening from your prayer group NO MERCY.”
whenithappened. A beggar wassitting on the You realized that the attacker was a demon,
sidewalk outside a late-night drug store. He nothuman. “Leave himalone,” you told it firmly.
asked you if you could spare any change. You “Beat it,” the thing snarled. You could see blood
stopped and asked him what he would spend running down the side of the beggar’s face, and
it on. “I need some food, miss,” he replied, the demon pulled back its fist to strike the man

clearly satisfied with the answer.

“What food were you planning to buy?”
you asked him — always a good way to tell
the junkies from the genuinely needy. He
was clearly flummoxed, not expecting to
have to be more specific.

“Uh, I'm going to buy some potatoes
miss,” he said.

“How would you cook them?” you
asked, a fair enough question given that
the man appeared destitute. He just
looked at you, speechless, so you
smiled at him sympathetically, ex-
plained that it would be wrong to
help someone who wasn’t prepared
to help himself, and walked on.

You were half-expecting him
to call out something rude. You
certainly weren't expecting him to
scream. You looked back and saw that
a large man had come out of the store
and picked up the beggar by one arm,
dangling him off the ground. While you
stared, astonished, you suddenly found
yourself bathed in holy light, and the

again. You knew you had to do something.

“In the name of the Lord, I command you

to stop,” you shouted, and you could feel

God's will join your own. The thing

paused in surprise, then dropped the

beggar and fled. You went to help the

poor man. By the time the police

b arrived, you'd shown him how the

Lord had saved his life.

Concept: It sometimes seems

that faith is out of fashion with twenty-

W\ somethings these days, but despite the

doubt of your peers, you know the truth of

Christianity. After all, the Lord has chosen
you to help.

Roleplaying Hints: You can really feel
close only to others who acknowledge the
truth, and your beliefs shape your every
thoughtand deed. You're proud that the Lord
has deemed you worthy to dispense His char-

ity to the world, and you know that although
it is infinite and all can seek redemption, only
those who truly repent can be saved.
Equipment: Silver crucifix on a chain,
Bible, tidy clothing, personal organizer
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She said she’s sorry. C'mon, cﬁt her some slack will ya?

Prelude: It all started out as just
another Friday night. You were out
with the gang, determined to have fun
and a few drinks. A couple of bars and
one nightclub got you to 1 AM or so,
but the places were really dull —no one
and nothing going on. Eventually, some-
one suggested the Heron Club.

For years, the Heron was just
another of the boring spots. It
recently came under new man-
agement, though. Youhadn'’t
been, but word was the
place had become...
risky. You didn’t know
who you were going to {,,
run into. That made it Y
totally fascinating, of
course, and all of asudden it
was the cool place to be seen, if
you had the guts.

That settled it. You all piled
into a couple of cabs and headed
over. Getting through the door
was a breeze, and by 2 AM you
were all on the floor, having a
good time and rubbing shoul-
ders with the beautiful people,

a scattering of bad boys and
girls. Much more like it.

Things began to go wrong
some time after three. Luey went
off again, some sort of bad trip. As
usual, the others left you to take care of
her. You took her outside to get some
fresh air and tried to talk her down. It
was going okay until some dork inter-
rupted to see if things were “all right.”
He was introducing himself when you
clearly heard a deep, booming voice

I

l;:{

from somewhere say, “IT WEARS THE MASK OF
HUMANITY.” There was no sound system outside

a

-y,

,,//“‘

S

the club, and nothing was going on that explained
the voice. That's when you realized that this guy was

lot cooler than he looked — like about room
temperature.

Youscreamed and backed away, which seemed

to make the thing look at you regretfully, like it
didn’t mean to scare you. It made an almost
A\ apologetic grab for Lucy, as if to convince
&\ herofsomething. You heard her arm snap
in its grip. You did the only thing you
could. You shouted, “Leave her alone,
you bastard.” Amazingly, it did. It
dropped Lucy and ran away, leaving you
to try to keep her together. She was unconscious
from the pain and drugs. Once you'd called an
ambulance, it finally dawned on you that Lucy was
really the least of your worries.

Concept: Although your main interests have
always centered on having a good time, you're a
good person at heart, and you’re starting to grow
up real fast. You know that many monsters are

bad, but you feel sorry for them anyway and
vou're sure some of them must be okay. Hey,
it's not like you asked for this. Maybe they

W didn't, either.
Roleplaying Hints: You're young,
idealistic and fairly well-off. All that
means is you're convinced that your
opinions are right. Although you real-
ize the struggle you find yourself in is
desperate, you miss spending time with
your family and friends. You're cer-
tain that not all monsters are bad —
there are plenty of assholes in real

life, too.
Equipment: An expensive set
of baggy, misshapen clothes; mo-

bile phone; designer backpack
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HUNYER BOOK : RED

Everyone deserves a chance to be saved. Even you.

Prelude: You realized years ago that you just
weren't cut out for the rat race. All that self-important
crap left you cold. You liked who you were, and if that
made you a nice guy, well, maybe the only way to live
was not to play the game.

So, assoon as you could, you left the world to
get on with it. A degree in soil science and
agrarian development led to a job with low
pressure and no bullshit. You were
attached to a university but :
based in the coun- m————— "
try. The pay was
low, but they refunded your travel expenses and
your house was cheap. You met a young woman
and fell in love. [t wasn’ta spectacular life, but
it was peaceful and you were happy.

One afternoon, you were inasleepy
little town to run a soil check on a farm §
you'd been monitoring for the better \
part of three years. You planned to spend
the whole day there. Tragically, the
farmer’s son had opened and fallen down
an old well six months before. Bill and
his wife were coping, but not well. Ever
since, you'd been dragging out your
work at their place over a whole day
to give them someone else to talk
to for a change.

Youwere outin the yard
with Bill when you spot-
ted a kid heading for the
well. Bill went pale,
started rtunning and
shouted at the kid to get
away, that the area was dan-
gerous. The boy ignored him.

Bill grabbed the child’s shoulders to

stop him, but incredibly the boy smashed

him in the side and sent Bill flying. That’s when

a horrible smell overcame you, like when a plant is

pulled out of swamp water by the roots. Suddenly you
could see it was really Bill Junior — six months dead.
The father looked bad — down and groaning, maybe
with a broken rib — so you went to help him. Mean-

while, Junior vanished down the well.
Bill didn’t remember much, so after checking the
well — dusty, but empty — you told the police that
it was some kid who'd hit Bill with a bat and run

off. You made up a description.
Concept:
Somehow you
know that if Bill hadn’t interfered, Jun-
ior would have left him alone. The
kid just wanted to get back to the
well. You're a peaceful man, and
you hate hurting anyone. You
believe that every creature
should have a chance to
prove itself before being
condemned. The dead, it
seems, are coming back
to take care of some-
thing, but what?
Roleplaying
Hints: You're a kind
person, unambitious
and honest. Youdon’tgo
in much for lying, and
you think that every
creature should get a
chance to do what it
wants to do peace-
fully. Only if it truly
presents a clear danger
to the vulnerable should it
be dealtr with harshly.
Equipment: Chemical-
analysiskit, clunky pickup, fraying
overalls, photo of your wife
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HUNYER BOOK : REDEEMER

Now jush you shtopit, thash no’ wha' you shoul’ be shayin'!

Prelude: You don’t remember a whole lot about
the late '90s; you did your best to spend the last years
of the millennium drunk on hard liquor and, after a
time, on very cheap hard liquor. To cut along, dull story
down to a short, dull one, you were a management
specialist, a troubleshooter. Things were going well,
then things were going very well, then suddenly
they were going badly. You started drinking,
things slid to very bad, and then you
found yourselfon the street. Ithurts
to remember the specifics, so
you try not to.

[t's a shitty life. The
shelters are even
more dangerous
than the side-
walks, so you try
to stay out of
them — and out
of your yourself —
as much as possible.

Everyone on the street

knows that people vanish.

Lots of people. Some die

from exposure, disease,
malnutrition and a whole
bunch of other medievalsshit.
Others just disappear. The
official word is that they move
on, go somewhere else, or find
their way back to family and
make it out of the gutter. That’s
bullshit, and everyone knows it
— even the officials. Like last
month: Mac wouldn’t have left
his old army jacket behind,
no matter where he was go-
ing. It’s easier for the rest of

the world to ignore the
truth, though.

A few days ago, things
turned really odd. Linda,
who hasn’t been able to
walk properly in all the
years you've known
her, suddenly
whooped, leaped up and
started dancing some

Py

fancy-ass dance. You hadn’t had a chance to start
drinking, but you shot your bottle a suspicious glance
anyway. “IT USES HER,” the label read. Weird. Then
you realized you could see someone inside

Linda, moving her around.
“Hey,” you velled at the thing,
8 “What do you want?” Linda looked
#8¥/ around at you, the ghost looking with
‘f her, and it said, “I want to dance,”
using her voice. Then, it just winked out
and Linda collapsed, screaming from
the pain in her legs. She didn't know
what had happened, so you kept
your mouth shut. Suddenly, you
could see all sorts of creepy shit pre-
tending to be people, and things have

W been getting worse.

Concept: Life on the streets has
taught you what bad circumstances
can force good people to become.
You don’t really know what's
going on with the world,
( but you know it
CgL doesn’t have any
. (';'-"‘a sYlmPle answers.
D e, ou're certain that
@Y you can find your
*Bd wayback toareal life
if only you can do
some good, though.
Most people never get

that chance.
Roleplaying Hints:
You still believe that people should
specialize, so you've decided that
because you were first shown a
ghost, you should try to focus on
helping ghosts to the other side
— preferably gently. It’s a hard
world, after all. You're not re-
ally interested in other
monsters. You don't like be-
ing an alcoholic, but you're
not sure how to stop, so

you're drunk a lot.

Equipment: Ragged
clothing, blanket,
bottle of cheap liquor

N~
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HUNTER BOOK - REVEEMER

Promineny ReDeemers

The people in this section are all notorious, significant
or unusual among hunters in one way or another, at least
as much as anyone can be in a scatrered and confused circle
such as hunters’. These forgivers, confessors and healers
have been active for a while, and they have experienced
things in the calling that others have yet to undergo, let
alone learn from. One of their most important lessons may
be the knack for dealing with the disbelief and hostility of
other chosen when Redeemers seek to help rather than
harm monsters. The characters in this section could appear
in your chronicle as role models, colleagues, “voices” on
the Internet, or even as opponents.

Hewry Eames, aka Driver300

Henry spent a lot of time living out the American
Dream in the South. His parents were good people, com-
fortably well-off but not wealthy, and they made sure that
theirson had the things he needed to get started right in the
world. School and college were successes enough in a
modest sort of way, and Henry split his spare time between
his buddies, various dates and the wrestling club.

A popular guy with arelaxed, easy charm, Henry made
the transition to adult life easily. He'd been taught that the
way to make it big in the world was to have faith, work hard
and get ahead, and that’s exactly what he did, Starting out
as a superintendent for one of his father’s golfing buddies,
Henry quickly demonstrated that he could turn his cha-
risma to management, and he rose through the ranks.

Once he was established and had rhe respect of his
colleagues and clients, Henry moved out on his own and
started his own manufacturing firm with the aid of a
contract from his old boss. Things continued to go well, the
firm prospered, and Henry found himself with enough
money to not have to worry so much about the hours he put
in any more.

Things went assmoothly in his private life. He married
one of his high-school sweethearts, and even though he
was abour as faithful to her after marriage as he had been
before, they maintained a loving relationship. They had a
daughter, Naomi, who received the same encouragement
and help that Henry himself had from his parents. Every-
thing was going according to plan.

That’s when the Messengers chose to show Henry the
true nature of the world in which he worked so hard to get
ahead. Now, Henry realizes that his priorities are very
different from before. The American Dream has become a
nightmare. A decent guy despite his success, he realizes the
importance of the hunt. He wants to help people to a
better, safer life — well, living people, anyway. He created
the Triage mailing list off the hunter-net site to provide a
forum for the chosen to discuss ways of helping others, away
from the militants and critics of the main list. He still
moderates the list when possible, which isn't often since
his family, career and life were destroyed.

PROFILE

Attributes: Strength 2, Dexterity 2, Stamina 2, Cha-
risma (Charming) 4, Manipulation (Persuasive) 4,
Appearance 2, Perception 3, Intelligence 2, Wits 2

Abilities: Academics (Southern History) 1, Brawl 1,
Bureaucracy 3, Computer 2, Drive 1, Empathy 2, Eti-
quette 1, Finance 3, Firearms 2, Law 2, Leadership
(Coordinating Teammates) 4, Medicine 1, Politics 1,
Research 1, Subterfuge 3

Backgrounds: Resources 2 (was4), Influence 0 (was 3),
Allies 1 {was 2), Contacts 1 {(was 3)

Edges: (Redemption) Bluster, Insinuate, Respire; ( De-
fense) Ward, Rejuvenate

Zeal: 3, Mercy: 6, Conviction: 8, Willpower: 9

Pever Livreerearaen, aka TRucker235

Being born in Kansas to a Native American fatherand
a Thai mother doesn’treally set you up for a traditional take
on life, but Peter Littlefeather had a happy childhood at the
ranch his parents worked. There weren’t a lot of opportu-
nities outside that profession, though, so Peter decided to
go into the army after high school. His parents and sister
were opposed, but he was desperate to get away. After
several blazing arguments, they parted on moderately acri-
Mmonious terms.

Peter put Kansas behind him, completed training and
spent several undistinguished but relatively content years
in the service before Vietnam exploded. Then all hell
broke loose. He was sent over fairly early and discovered an
undesired aptitude for jungle fighting. As the months wore
on, the conflict between his orders and his father’s teach-
ings grew stronger and stronger, and the strain of jungle
warfare eventually proved too much.

After a nervous breakdown, a pericd of rehabilitation
and a second breakdown, Peter was judged unfit for active
duty, and he was discharged. By the time he made it back
to the States, his parents were both dead and his sister had
given up on him as a murderer. Feeling desperately guilty




over the people he'd killed, Peter drifted from small town
to small town, doing odd jobs and drinking hard. By the
time the '80s ended, he was a hardened alcoholic who
looked closer to 60 than to his actual 45.

Ulrimately, Peter was dragged back from the brink by
a recovering drinking buddy who enrolled him in AA and
gave him a trucking job. For the first time since leaving the
ranch, Peter managed to find some peace in the world.

He was on the road when the call came. A young man
had crashed at the roadside and was being assisted by a
couple who stopped to help. Peter pulled over to see what
he could do. As he climbed from his truck, he wondered
briefly at an abrupt break in the CB chacter: “THEY DO
NOT SEE ITS REAL PAIN.” Peter was dumbfounded
when he realized that, despite words shared between the
couple and the trapped victim, the young man in the car
was dead — and had been for a while. Peter stayed calm,
explained that he knew some field medicine, and took over
while the couple went for help (fortunately, they never
wondered why he didn’t just use his CB radio to call in the
emergency). Peter pulled the dead man from the wreckage,
patched him up and offered him a lift to the next town.
They spent the journey chatting pleasantly, and then Peter
dropped off the corpse.

Since then, little has changed. Peter’s work and his
calling don’t conflict — he didn’t have much of a life to
disrupt. Over the course of a month, his job usually takes
him across the country and back. He keeps up with hunter-
net on an old portable computer and even older acoustic
coupler, checking his email from public phones.

PRoOFILE

Peter never fully recovered from his nervous break-
downs. His guilt over the people he killed was the cause
of his drifting and alcohelism. He absolutely refuses to
take another life, even now. His employer keeps him on
the move, which suits him fine, because he finds life on

CHAPYER 6: REDEEMERS RMONG US

the road peaceful. Now over 50, Peter blends kindness
with caution, but will do everything he can to honor any
request for aid. He’s chatty and pleasant when he stops,
and he talks to anyone so he knows many people across
the country.

Attributes: Strength 3, Dexterity 2, Stamina (Rug-
ged) 4, Charisma 3, Manipulation 1, Appearance 2,
Perception 3, Intelligence 2, Wits 2

Abilities: Alertness (Sight) 4, Animal Ken 3, Brawl 2,
Dodge 2, Drive 3, Empathy 3, Firearms 2, Medicine 3,
Melee 2, Survival 3

Backgrounds: Allies 3, Contacts 2, Patron 2

Edges: (Redemption) Qutreach, Insight, Punish; (Vi-
sion) Foresee

Mercy: 7, Vision: 2, Conviction: 9, Willpower: 7

Derangements: Insomnia

Lenr PanKowskr, AkA Porrerii6

From the outside, Leaf Pankowski’s old life seemed
bearable, but not enviable. She certainly didn’t make
anyone jealous at her high school reunion. She was carry-
ing a good 20 extra pounds (at least by the common beauty
standard; most women her height on TV were at least 60
pounds lighter). She didn’t own her own home, and even
though she worked with computers, she hadn't struck it
rich. She didn't have any advanced degrees, or kids, or
anything else ro brag about.

But she was happy. She loved her husband. She
liked her two jobs for their different benefirs (money
from web-page design and creative freedom from mak-
ing and selling her own pottery). As more and more
people went online, she and her husband Oaken ac-
quired more clients. They finally paid off their debts and
started saving in a serious way.

Then they got the call — and became, to the best of
anyone's knowledge, the only married couple to be im-
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bued. But that distinction didn’t last. Within six months,
the pressures of the hunt had driven them apart. Leaf filed
for divorce after her husband destroyed a vampire infant —
one she hoped she could somehow liberate from its condi-
tion. He still hasn't signed the papers. She misses him
terribly but can’t forgive what he did.

Before her imbuing, Leaf knew there was a lot of hurt
and injustice in the world. Race, gender and economic
disparity formed interlocking oppressions so obvious to her
that she wondered how any sane person could deny their
impact. She did what she could — marched, donated,
volunteered — but it never seemed to amount to anything,
Now that the veil has been removed, she knows the truth:
Beneath the visible oppression there is another set of
conflicts, mistrusts and misunderstandings that lead one
type of people to hate, fear and victimize another.

She believes that the chosen are an attempt by some
higher power to bring the elements of the world into
balance. To her, mysterious capabilities and a special sight
are not tools of destruction, but tools of understanding and
equality. But the more she sees, the harder it is to maintain
that perspective. When one has seen the truth in ashocking
moment of horrific revelation, it's hard to be patient with
the doubts and hesitation of others. Leaf has become more
rigid and insistent, less willing or able to doubt her own
judgment, because she quite simply knows.

After losing Oaken, Leaf tried tofill the hole in her life
by throwing herself into the mission. Both her jobs have
suffered as a result, although her newfound interest in the
martial arts still draws her attention five nights a week. In
fact, her instructor is a little concerned by her intensity.

Unfortunately, nothing seemed to make her feel com-
plete again, atleast notuntil she gothelp from an unexpected
source: Dr. Carleton Van Wyk, who was present at Leaf’s
imbuing. The two had disagreed about the hunt from the
start. Months of experience reduced both her optimism
and his detachment, however.

Their current, mutual hope is that by combining his
medical skill and her remarkable healing talent, they can
someday reverse the curse of undeath. They've had no
successes so far, but both believe there’s reason to be
hopeful. And yet, Leaf’s failures do make her more intran-
sigent, bit by bit. She is less and less able to consider other
points of view, because doing so would call her confidence
in the Living Power into question — and without that, she
would barely be able to function.

PROFILE

Attributes: Strength 2, Dexterity 3, Stamina 3, Cha-
risma 3, Manipulation 2, Appearance 2, Perception 3,
Intelligence 3, Wits 3

Abilities: Academics (Religion) 1, Alertness 2, Ani-
mal Ken 1, Awareness 3, Brawl 1, Computer 3, Crafts
(Ceramics) 3, Dodge 1, Drive 2, Empathy 3, Etiquette 1,
Firearms 1, Intuition 2, Investigation 1, Melee 1, Occult 3,
Research 2, Technology 2

Backgrounds: Allies 1, Contacts 1, Destiny 1, Patron 1,
Resources 1

o

Edges: (Redemption) Bluster, Insinuate, Respire; (In-
nocence) Discern; (Vision) Foresee

Mercy: 9, Vision: 1, Zeal: 1, Conviction: 8, Will-
power: 7

Derangements: Charmed Life Complex, Hysteria,
Manic-Depression

Marion Perks, AKR T ErcHER1D3

Suppressing her every urge to cut loose and have fun,
Marion has always lived with her focus on structure and
doing the right thing. She was born and reared in Bir-
mingham, England, a city with serious drug and crime
problems. Playing it wild was a dangerous habit, a good
way to get imprisoned or killed, so she was brought up to
stay safe, obey superiors and avoid risks. Teaching ap-
pealed to her because it was a chance to work in an
ordered, regulated environment in which she could pass
on the pearls of wisdom that she had accumulated. Caring
for the schoolchildren — looking after their needs and
trying as much as possible to keep them on the right path
— became a habit, a reflex. It would be unthinkable for
a teacher not to help.

So, with a big wall between herself and the rest of
the world, Marion drifted through life in a calm and
stately manner, never really experiencing very much.
Her strict, precise way of thinking made her meticulous
and hardworking, so she rose steadily in her profession.
Every year brought new minor tragedies: children lost to
drugs, prostitution and their own stupidity. Feelings of
helplessness and isolation made her increasingly cynical
about the worth of her actions. When she was given a
school of her own to run, she hoped the administrative
tasks would drown out the rest of her problems, but of
course they did not.

Marion dated a number of other teachers, always from
different schools, but always because it was the right thing
to do, because having no boyfriend would be unseemly.




These relationships usually lasted a year or two and then
ended quietly. All very painless — for Marion, anyway.

In the due course of things, she would have become old
and embittered, retired from teaching with a modest pen-
sion, and settled down to wait spitefully for death. Instead,
she got a wake-up call. She thinks of the afflicted in more
or less the same way that she does violent, disruptive
children — as problems that ought to be assisted to be less
problematic. The trouble is there isn't enough time to
devote to them all. She therefore concentrates on the cases
for which she thinks she has the best chance of doing some
good, regardless of how much a neglected being suffers. As
for the others? A sharp warning can sometimes do some
good. Beyond that, there’s always “expulsion”. ...

PRoFILE

Attributes: Scrength 2, Dexterity 2, Stamina 2, Cha-
risma 2, Manipulation 3, Appearance 2, Perception 3,
Intelligence (Book-Smart) 4, Wits 2

Abilities: Academics (History) 4, Alertness 1, Bu-
reaucracy (Record Keeping) 4, Computer 2, Drive 2,
Empathy 2, Etiquette 2, Intimidation 4, Leadership 2,
Politics 2, Science 1, Technology 1

Backgrounds: Contacts 2, Influence 1, Patron I,
Resources 2

Edges: (Redemption) Bluster, Insinuate, Respire;
(Judgment) Discern

Mercy: 6, Zeal: 1, Conviction: 5, Willpower: 6

Vikram SiweH, axa Asnram242

Vikram is anative of Delhi, India, and the son of low-
caste workers. Always a devout Hindu, he leavened his
periods of hard work with holy pilgrimages, traveling the
paths laid down by the gods. On one trip — to the source
of the river Ganges, the place where the Lord Shiva rests
in meditation of the world — the Heralds saw fit to reveal
the diseased to him. After praying for guidance, he was
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given to understand that he should abstain from all mears
and alcohol, and to prepare a shrine for healing and
purification on the trail where he was awakened, so that
the diseased could travel to it to display their willingness
to be healed.

After returning to Delhi, Vikram learned that not all
of the diseased were humble; some mingled with the
Brahmins and other important people. He worked tire-
lessly to spread the word of Lord Shiva to the diseased
who displayed proper submission, teaching them how
they might regain their righteousness. He was quite open
about his abilities at first. A nighttime attack convinced
him that perhaps Lord Shiva intended him to be subtle in
his work, and he has become a much more cautious.
Despite this, Vikram has gained considerable standing in
his community as a holy man. People seek him out for
advice, wisdom and for help healing injuries. Between
Hindu scripture, knowledge of the way of the world, and
his sight, he can usually tender good advice. Local people
alsorally to his defense if he is endangered, and one or two
are usually with him ar all times.

Because Vikram does not denounce high-caste mon-
sters — that is not yet his place, he feels — he’s not much
of a nuisance to the creatures of his home. The day will
come when he might surprise them, but he does not foresee
it. His wife knows that he has had a vision, and cannot
decide whether he has become holy or gone mad, but she
has seen the results of his power to heal. She does miss
eating meat, though.

Despite being only 24, Vikram tries to follow the
ideal of the stern, loving father with the diseased, and
with other chosen. His faith is unshakeable, and he
believes that any truly worthy being should do as he has
done: abstain from mear and alcohol, journey in the
proper season to the source of the Ganges, and visit the
shrine that he built along the way. Without at least some
indication of following this path, he is reluctant to help
anyone, although he might be persuaded.

Genry Ving

Gerry was a steel worker in Michigan before the
Messengers called him. He was in a bar with some
friends when a couple at the next table began a loud
argument. As the buddies looked on in amazement, the
man picked up his bottle, smashed it on the edge of the
table and thrust it against the woman’s face. In that
moment, Gerry clearly heard the words, “THE WILL
OF ANOTHER PREVAILS,” rip across his conscious-
ness. When he looked again, he could see that something
was inhabiting the man’s body, controlling him. Mean-
while, the woman was badly hurt. Gerry and one of his
friends, Paul, moved to break up the fight. Paul jumped
the man, knocked him to the ground, and started punch-
ing, while Gerry tended to the woman as best he could.
The police and paramedics arrived at about the same
time. Once they had the man in cuffs, Gerry could see
the ghost leave the man'’s body.
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A large, buff guy with a big heart and a soft streak,
Gerry did everything he could to help people caught up in
the hunt — victims, hunters, monsters, anyone. He was
good with engines and mechanical stuff, and although he
didn’t like doing it, he knew the necessity of putting down
clearly dangerous creatures. His strength made him quite a
fighter, even though it went against his grain.
Somewhere along the line, however, things changed.
Gerty made a few converts among the lost. He was a

likeable guy, and they were grateful for his help in ap-
proaching normality again, so they helped out as best they
could. He started to believe that he had been singled out by
the Messengers to represent the only true way of easing
pain. From there, it was a small step to decide that he had
to suppress anyone else’s efforts. After all, if he had been
chosen, it would be an insult to the Messengers for anyone
to work outside his influence.

Things have gone downhill since then. Gerry has
started revealing his blessings, dispensing healing quietly
in his community, and claiming that he has been selected
by God. He's combined intimidation, bribery and persua-
sion to keep his name out of the newspapers. In addition
to the imbued he leads, and a few penitent that are
dependent on them, a number of people now look to him
for guidance. These folk include his extended family,
several of his former colleagues from the foundry, and a
couple of young women who'd been hitchhiking in the
area whom Gerry took “a liking to.” These people don't
quite understand what Gerry preaches about, but his
vigor alone is simply contagious.

Imbued whom Gerry meets are offered achance tojoin
his group, but they aren’t told that the alternative is a bullet
in the back. When things are quiet, Gerry and his people
visit other towns, where they're as likely to take care of any
hunters they find as they are to deal with monsters. Because
Gerry is aware of the need for secrecy, anyone threatening
to expose his organization is killed, as is any recruit who
suddenly wants out, or even, as on one occasion, who
disagrees with something Gerry says.




The Hand of Salvation

“I am here to confess your sins. It’s never too
late to forego your monstrous ways... even
after an eternity.”

Redeemers: the self-appointed saviors

among hunters. Redeemers believe that

any soul, even a monster’s, can atone
for its sins. The price of penance is

great, though — as great as the depth

to which a creature has fallen. What
makes these hunters seek salvation
for the undeserving? Are you worthy

of the answer?

Yhe Hand of Damnation

Hunter Book: Redeemer is part of a

Hunter: The Reckoning series dedicated

to the creeds, the character types of the
imbued. Learn Redeemers’ philosophies,
motives and ultimate goals in delivering
monsters from evil. New Traits, edges and
rules help ensure that amends are made,
even if it’s by last rites.

. WHiTE WolLr n | H H“H



